
PLATT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD

ON 5th JULY 2016
	Present:  
	 Mr T Bonser (Chair)
	Mrs W Palmer
	Mr A Mathieson

	
	Mr T Woolven

Mr R Lupton


	Mr R Tillett


	Mr J Scade

	
	Mrs J Davies (Clerk)


	
	


Apologies:       
Borough Cllrs: Mike Taylor
Parish Cllrs: Mrs Pat Darby and Mr P Scott 
	Number

_______
	Minute/Planning Application/Correspondence

______________________________________________________________________ 
	Action

______

	93/16

94/16

95/16

96/16
97/16

98/16

99/16

100/16

101/16
102/16

103/16

104/16

105/16
106/16
107/16

108/16

109/16
	Members of the Public: None
DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.

UPDATE TO REGISTER OF INTERESTS

None.

INVITATION TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE PC ON MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE COUNCIL

There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 7th JUNE 2016
RESOLVED that the minutes of 7th June 2016 be accepted as a true record.  

MATTERS ARISING

Car Park Two quotes had been received for guttering at the barn. Cllr Bonser to obtain more info from one of the contractors to ensure that the correct size guttering had been quoted for.  
Website Training Cllrs Scott and Palmer would be working on the Hugo Fox website when Cllr Scott returned from holiday.

Computer The PC laptop had expired. The Clerk had been recommended by Wrotham Computer Care to purchase a new one which the Clerk had now purchased along with a wireless printer and Microsoft Office. Details were on the finance schedule further down the agenda.
LIAISON WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

There were no Borough Councillors present at the meeting.

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

Cllr Bonser ran through the month’s planning matters listed below: -. 

 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

TM/16/01930/TPOC The Ferns #6. Tree work
TM/16/01485/FL Maidstone Road, Wrotham Heath, The Retreat. Increase ht. of fence

TM/16/01705/FL Greenlands#25. Rear Conservatory. No objections
TM/16/01455/LB LML Platt, Rose Cottage. Replacement windows. No objections
TM/16/01587/TPOC Comp Lane, Old Comp. Tree work. No objections
TM/16/01429/FL Windmill Park, #7, Brambledown. Demolish extg & rebuild new dwelling.Strong objections-contrary to MGB, overdevelopment, light pollution & more traffic movements

TM/16/01610/FL Comp Lane, The Studio. Demolish extg house and build new dwelling. No objections
  PLANNING APPROVALS (Parish Council’s comments to T&MBC set out first)

TM/16/01337/FL St Mary's Close #6. Remodelling and extensions. No objections but expressed concerns. Approved 14/06/16
APPEAL PROCEEDINGS

APP/H2265A/12/2183467/NWF  Askew Bridge Site. Non-determination & enforcement. Court hearing for leave to appeal 30 November. Appeal has been amended. Next hearing to be in March
APP/H2265/W/16/3147606
The Butts, Beechinwood Lane Against Refusal of TM/15/00978/FL. Comments to be submitted by 26 July 2016

ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS

Comp Lodge, Comp Lane
Unauthorised use of dwelling. Will be investigated. Cllr Bonser had sent a copy of the advertisement from the Village News to T&MBC.
Land adj. to Glebe Lodge, Maidstone Road Unauthorised motor cross track. As it has been established for over 10 years no p.p required.
1 Mill Cottage, Maidstone Road Shed height. A breach may have occurred

2 Hurst Cottages, The Hurst. Alleged business use. Action being considered
The Butts, Beechinwood Lane Unauthorised change of use of storage building. Enforcement have requested a site meeting. No response
Landway Farm, Basted Lane Add. Business use
Still chasing. No concern about business use but chimney will need P.P.
Kellys / Mumbles Farm, Crouch Lane Unauthorised use for caravans.
Still under investigation. Caravan still on site appears unoccupied
Local Development Plan/Call for Sites

Cllr Palmer had attended a presentation by T&MBC. 673 additional houses per year were needed up until 2031. There had been a call for sites and the public consultation would begin in September. Sites had been grouped Red, Amber and Green. Amber sites were sites where there was more than one landowner but if this became viable the sites could change to Green. 
There was a general consensus that TMBC had bought forward a modest and a fairly distributed proposal, and members were particularly supportive of the attempts to preserve the MGB and AONB, and that much effort had been put into maintaining the Green Wedge separation between our villages.

1& 2. Borough Green Garden 408 (Ightham, Wrotham, BG & Platt)

Most of this had been ruled out already because of MGB, AONB and Strategic Mineral Reserve constraints, but that some development should be allowed at the East of the site if that could bring forward a new access to Platt Industrial Estate, removing traffic, noise and pollution from Platt Village, and promoting greater employment use on the site.

Although the developer had come forward with a new scheme suggesting mineral extraction could be completed to allow development within the time frame of this Plan, they had neglected to include the time for landfill and restoration, which with current recycling rules was a slow process, and puts the scheme firmly outside the Plan timeframe. They also assume growth in the economy.

 There was unanimous agreement that the BG Landfill site should not be seen as "providing infrastructure" in the form of a "Bypass". The parishes had spent the past 9 years healing the wounds caused by the controversial Celcon BG&P Bypass. The current proposal was not a Bypass, it was a development spine road, and would self generate so much traffic that its use in the trunk road network would be non-existent. The developer suggested a traffic reduction through BG and Platt of some 1500 vehicles per day, which does not even scratch the existing 18,000 vehicles per day (DfT)

TMBC, KCC, and the Parishes. have put a lot of time and money into promoting East Facing Slips at Sevenoaks into the Government's current Route Strategy, where it can provide genuine traffic relief for all the villages on the A25 corridor. There is also concern that the old Bypass route still appears as a "Safeguarded Proposal" in the KCC Mineral Plan, and would like it removed forthwith.

3. BG Landfill 311 & 312 (BG & Wrotham)

There was also agreement that the southern area of the Robert Body landfill site could make a valuable contribution to TMBC's 30ha shortfall in non-office Employment Land, and provide sustainable local employment. But in view of the MGB/AONB constraints on the land, and the contamination, there must be ironclad restrictions to prevent any future move to re-allocate the land for housing.

4. Gracelands 230 & 296 (IGHTHAM)

Because the scheme brings many benefits for Ightham Parish, members agreed to support the scheme which includes a new primary school, recreation land, elderly accommodation, affordable housing and some flood relief measures, all funded by relatively modest market housing. The filling station element has been dropped. It is felt there are adequate Special Circumstances to trigger release of MGB.

6. Platinum Way 235

Support was suggested for this land to be included in the Plan as part of the Primary School relocation. How the land was actually used was a matter for future planning applications.

7. Crest Offices 309

The proposal for housing is badly flawed. The bulk of the land is MGB and allocated as amenity/conservation, and suffers the same contamination issues as the rest of the IQW/IQE site. However, with the growth in local population putting an ever greater strain on the Surgery, it was strongly felt that this land would be better allocated to Medical Infrastructure use.

8. Southways 189 (BG)

No observation save that access should be via Staley's Rd.

10, Downlands Walk 198 (Howlands) (Wrotham)

This land provides a valuable, largely wild, recreation area for the residents of Wrotham, and has significant amounts of money spent by the Parish and local benefactors providing gates, access, benches, foraging hedges, and defined walks, and should be allocated as recreation land in the Plan.

The above will be put before all the Parish Council's for adoption in this week's round of meetings, and we would also like it tabled at the Planning and Transportation Board meeting on 4th July for adoption and inclusion in the Draft Issues and Options Report.

PLATT WOODS REPORT 

Flood Prevention Water had flooded the Churchyard. Flood prevention was being undertaken.
Meeting 14th June Members of Platt Woods Committee and the Parish Council Chairman had met to discuss future arrangements for applying for Forestry Commission funding.

The last payment for the current FC grant would be paid in December 2016. There would be no funding in 2017 as the deadline for applying had already passed. If a new grant was required for funding in 2018 then a new FC approved Management Plan would have to be created. The current Platt Woods Management Plan had expired in 2015. There was a grant available of £1,000 to assist in creating a new management plan.

Mrs Darby had spoken to T&MBC regarding the £2,000 received from Borough annually and they had confirmed that the grant would be available in 17/18 but grants would be looked at on a year by year basis thereafter. Mrs Darby said that the PC would do all it could to ensure that this grant was received each year. However, she thought that loss of the FC grant would not be such a problem as it was thought that the PC could fund the £518 annually.

Mrs Darby said that if a new FC grant was needed then forecasts for the next 20 years were needed with reasoning given. Mr Whale thought that the management plan required would not differ too much from the previous. Hilary Hickmott said that a new management plan had to be made anyway so it made sense to submit it to the Forestry Commission.

Mrs Darby said that there was no rush for the grant to be applied for and that it might be beneficial in obtaining the grant from T&MBC if they thought that the PC was attempting to get funding too.

Mrs Darby said that the template looked as if it needed a great deal of information provided but Mr Whale said that he was not fazed by this as he had seen many similar documents in his line of work. He said there was nothing to be included that the Committee wasn’t doing already.

Mrs Darby said that the pressure was off as the deadline for 2017 had already passed. She stressed that any management plan must have the approval of the Parish Council.

Mrs Darby said that progress could be reported to the PC at its monthly meeting and it could be a verbal report in lieu of a written report if necessary.

Boundaries were queried and Mrs Darby confirmed that any boundary problems were dealt with by T&MBC as land owners. A discussion ensued on PR for the woods as there was no signage at present.

Mr Whale raised the subject of the FC Agent for the PC. Mrs Uffindell was the current agent but due to failing health it was thought that a new agent be appointed. Mr Whale said that it would be beneficial for him to be agent as unless he was appointed the FC would not speak to him on matters pertaining to the management plan.

Mrs Darby said that previously the Agent had been a Platt Woods Committee member that was also a member of the Parish Council. She said that if Mr Whale was made agent then he had no remit to discuss any financial aspect. Mr Whale said that this would not be necessary anyway. The Agent Authority Form stated that it gave authority for the Agent to Sign grant contracts, sign claim forms, agree amendments to grant contracts and sign grant applications. None of these options applied so the Clerk was asked to contact the FC to see if there was some other method that could be taken. Perhaps a letter giving authority to Mr Whale to discuss the management plan with the FC.

The Committee was happy to proceed with applying for a grant. The Clerk said that the grant must be applied for before any work commenced on the management plan. Mr Whale said that he was aware of the procedure to be taken.

Mrs Darby said that it would be reported at the next PC meeting and that approval in principle be sought for applying for a grant to create the management plan and approval in principle that the agent be amended.

Since the meeting the Clerk had spoken to the FC to ask the best way to give authority for Mr Whale to speak to the FC when creating the management plan and the grant application, as the boxes on the Agent Authority Form did not apply to the PC’s requirements.
The FC representative had said that she would be able to speak to Mr Whale, even if he was not the agent, and in fact this was common as most land managers subcontracted out management plans anyway. She said the only aspect that the FC would not be able to speak to Mr Whale about was the financial/admin aspect which had been agreed at the meeting would not be in Mr Whale’s remit anyway.

Cllr Lupton circulated a letter written by Mr Whale outlining why it would be pertinent for him to be the FC agent.

This matter was discussed in great detail. RESOLVED that the PC should be both agent and applicant. Cllr Bonser to write to Mr Whale to explain the situation.

 FMC REPORT
Allotments RESOLVED that a £25 refundable deposit be charged to new allotment holders to be given back when the allotment was handed back in the condition that it was in when taken over. Mr Whale had been asked to strim the four vacant allotments at a cost of £60 in total. Despite agreeing to this amount, Mr Whale had now said that it would cost more to do than the agreed £60. Cllr Darby had replied that no more than £80 could be spent on this matter. Mr Whale had confirmed that he would be carrying out the work weather permitting.
Football Fees 
RESOLVED as follows:

KGF Increase from £203.50 to £210.00. 

SHF £214.50 main pitch teams to £220/£120.00 per mini soccer team from £115.50

It was confirmed that the contract for mini soccer expired on 31st March 2017.

Access onto SHF Residents from one of the properties backing onto SHF were accessing SHF despite there not being legal access. The Clerk was asked to write again to say that there was no legal access and the PC would be erecting a boundary fence in due course.

The resident had told the Clerk that he would be writing to the PC in due course.
RESOLVED that this would be discussed again when the correspondence had been received.
Fencing Two houses in Lingfield Road had fences damaged in high winds. The fences had been propped up for some time. The Clerk had been asked to write and request that the props be removed from PC land.

CHEQUES AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

RESOLVED the following payments be approved. 

The following payments were received:
Platt Scouts
Annual Rent






 £110.00

J Whale
Annual Rent






   £25.00 
















 



  Total
  
£ 135.00 



The Council approved the following payments:
Payt



                     


  VAT

   Total

Amenity Weedcare
Pesticide Application


£108.00 
£648.00
PAYE


Tax/NI April 16




  £81.21
Wrotham Comp Care
Comp Set up/trf data


  £18.33
£110.00
Mrs M Beale

Cleaning June 16




  £80.00


Mrs J Davies

Salary June 16





£934.95
Mrs J Davies

Lap top/Printer/MS Office

£154.98
£929.89
Mr B Baker

Mowing/Petrol


    £1.28
£897.70
Wrotham PC

Maintenance



    £4.80
£183.27
Viking


Ink/Paper



  £21.98
£131.89
Butler Fuel

Gasoil
 



  £13.25
£278.15
Petty Cash

Petty Cash
  

                £8.42
  £69.88








Total



£331.04
£4,344.94 

CLERK’S PENSION 
The Council had requested an actuary report at a cost of £200. The report had been received and stated that “Further to discussions between the Fund and Fund actuary, the contribution rate to be paid by the Council from the date they join the Fund is 18.0% p.a. of payroll. This contribution rate was an interim rate that would be paid until 31 March 2017 only.  This interim rate does not take into account the actual membership profile of Platt Parish Council or current market conditions and therefore might be higher or lower than a rate calculated based on the individual membership of the parish council.  However this rate is set based on the method and assumptions agreed as part of the 2013 actuarial valuation agreed by the Fund Actuary. 

The contribution rate of Platt Parish Council would be reviewed as part of the 2016 valuation and at this stage would take into account the membership profile and experience of the parish council.  Contribution rates certified as part of the 2016 valuation would be payable from 1 April 2017 until 31 March 2020.
RESOLVED to accept this report and proceed with the KCC pension scheme for the PC staging date in February 2017.
REVIEW OF S.O’S, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND RISK ASSESSMENT
All documents had been circulated and perused by the Council. RESOLVED that the documents remain unchanged.

CLERKS REPORT AND ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION

The Clerk had nothing further to report.
MOVE TO THE NEW MEMORIAL HALL
The moving date to the new hall was Friday 8th July. RESOLVED that Councillors would meet at 11am to move the relevant filing cabinets. The August meeting would be held in the new hall. There would be no meeting in September.
REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

Joint Standards Committee Councillor Darby attended the Joint Standards Committee on 15th June.

JPCTCG meeting had been attended by Cllr Lupton. This had been poorly attended but recent flooding had been discussed as well as Lower Thames Crossing, Speedwatch and Kent updates on sites and signs.
BMPOS would be held on 12th July.

MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

Cllr Scade reported that Basted Lane would be closed for 1 week. He also reported that the goalposts at SHF would be repainted this month.

Cllr Tillet said that the PCSO for Borough Green and Wrotham Michael Head might have his remit extended to Platt.

Cllr Bonser said that KCC should be contacted regarding a new directional sign.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   Tuesday 2nd August 2016.

The meeting was closed at 9.05pm
	TB
PS/WP
TB
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