     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held at 7pm on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at Stonham Aspal Village Hall

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks, Cllr Haugh
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

	26.50
	Member Absences
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Wright.


	26.51
	Declarations of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interest
Declarations were received from Cllr Mullings and Mitson in regard to the Village Hall 26.59


	26.52
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting
A few amendments to the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd June 2026 were highlighted. The paper copy was amended accordingly, and it was resolved that the minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.


	26.53

26.53.1


26.53.2
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks was not in attendance, his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 

District Councillor Nick Hardingham read out his report which is available on the Parish Council website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 
It was reported that the sale has not yet been completed. Cllr Emberson is due to speak with the administrator to obtain further details. It was also reported that the new owners have been viewing the retail outlets. The administrator’s agent stated that MSDC Planning accepted that everyone living on the site is in breach of Condition 20.
Proposals are being considered to address congestion at the A140/A1120 junction. It was reported that up to £1.5 million may be required to develop the business case, with a potential overall cost of £5 million. At present, no decision has been made and the matter remains uncertain. It was noted that information discussed through media channels should not have been made public until the business case had been progressed.


	26.54
	Contributions by Members of the Public
There were no contributions from the public. 


	26.55

26.55.1





















26.55.2



















26.55.3
	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
DC/26/02309 | Householder Application - Retention of a 4.14kWp solar PV system on a cart lodge | Morgans East End Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AS – Members voted to submit a neutral response.

DC/26/02365 | Householder Application - Erection of Detached Workshop Outbuilding | Symonds The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AG – Members voted to submit a neutral response.

DC/26/02379 | Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) of Planning Permission DC/22/01513 dated: 18/05/2022 - Erection of a two storey detached cartlodge. | Red House Farm Mickfield Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5LT – Members voted to submit a neutral response.

DC/26/02480 | Application for prior notification for a proposed Part clad portal frame storage building for the purpose of Agricultural. Stage 2 of DC/26/01907 Agricultural Determination under Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Schedule 2, Part 6 | Mill Green Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6BZ – Members voted to submit a neutral response.

DC/26/02758 | Householder Application - Erection of a Detached Garage | The Waltz Stowmarket Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AA – Members voted to submit a neutral response.



Decision notices

DC/26/01941 | Application for a Non-Material Amendment relating to DC/24/05344 dated 17/02/2025 -Additional window added to the single storey kitchen North/West elevation. | Yew Tree Cottage Mill Green Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA – Granted 

DC/24/03740 | Planning application- Continued use from livery and agricultural land to use as a touring caravan and camping site (including safari tents and shepherds huts) and for the storage of caravans, siting of caravan for use as reception/site office and 4no toilet/shower blocks - Retention of leisure lake and glamping huts - Continued use of land for siting of caravan for occupation by security guard - Continued use of land for the stationing of 18 holiday lodges. - Retention of fishing pods - Retention of track to lake - Continued use of land for siting of portacabin and shipping container - Retention of cctv pole - Retention of shepherds hut | Stonham Barns Pettaugh Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AT – Disposed of 

DC/26/01907 | Application to determine if Prior Approval is required for a Proposed: Erection, Extension or Alteration of a building for Agricultural or Forestry Use. Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 as amended Schedule 2, Part 6. Part clad portal frame agricultural storage building. | Mill Green Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal IP14 6BZ - Formal Approval of Details IS required

Other planning matters
There were no other planning matters to discuss.


	26.56

26.56.1









26.56.2



	Finance

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Mullings and Cllr Emberson:
1. Sam Pass – Clerk’s salary for June: £242.62
2. HMRC – P30 Qtr 1: £182.00 
3. Alpha Rural Services Ltd – Recreation Ground expenses: £474.00
4. Mallatite Ltd – 20mph signs and fixings an additional charge for delivery: £300.00

Cllr Mullings reported the charge for weed killer used on the Recreation Ground has been free but going forward Alpha Rural will charge.

1st quarter bank reconciliation
The 1st quarter bank reconciliation was reviewed and signed by Cllr Mullings and Emberson.  Reported balances as of 30th June were:
Barclays Bank Community Current Account £4654.61
Barclays Bank Business Premium Savings Account £70798.98


	26.57

26.57.1


26.57.2


26.57.3

	Reports were received from councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan – Cllr Morley
Action Cllr Morely: to place a copy of the plan in the village church.

Recreation ground – Cllr Brooks and Cllr Mullings
Works have made vast improvements.  Action Clerk: to chase RoSPA regarding the booked inspection. 

Village signs – Cllr Morley
Ongoing.


	26.58

26.58.1




26.58.2



26.58.3


26.58.4











26.58.5






26.58.6
	Updates on the following:

Licence for the 20mph flashing signs – Cllr Brooks
Resident David Tydaman has offered to offload the signs when delivered and keep them until installation.  The additional delivery charge has been approved by members.  Payment will be made in next run, hopefully delivered not too soon afterwards. Action Clerk: to change item heading to 20mph flashing signs.

Dog bins – Cllr Emberson
Will investigate whether a suitable post is already in situ.  Action Clerk: to chase MSDC regarding approval


Request for volunteers to cut back the verge at Homestead Park
Ongoing.  

Stonham Barns – Cllr Emberson
Cllr Emberson reported that he had met with the administrator’s agent. They are preparing a plan for Mid Suffolk District Council; however, this cannot be submitted for planning consideration until the Parish Council is content with the proposals. 
Initial ideas discussed included locating a residential park behind the rental caravans, moving the showground towards Pettaugh and implementing the landscaping report, which would include removing the bund and caravans. It was also proposed that car boot events without planning approval should cease. 
It was suggested that due diligence should be undertaken in relation to the potential buyers, Cosgrove Leisure. The intention is for a considerable amount of money to be invested in renovating the site as a holiday park. The new owners would like to meet with the Parish Council in order to become integrated into the community. 
The site is expected to remain in administration for a further 12 months.

Village surgeries – Cllr Brooks
Cllr Mullings reported that Citizens Advice had been approached and would be willing to attend the village surgeries. It is hoped that other organisations may also be encouraged to take part. It was suggested that the event could be held at the Football Club. Members proposed that the event be arranged for summer 2027 and, in the meantime, that a working party be formed comprising Cllrs Mullings, Morley and Haugh, who will present ideas to the other members.

Parish Council website and domain – Cllr Morley
Cllr Morley presented the briefing paper for members to consider and approve the registration of a .gov.uk domain name for the Parish Council, in line with Government Digital Service (GDS) best practice for transparency, security, and data compliance.  
To satisfy recommendations and to ensure government strength and security and for FOI purposes, we have agreed to do the following:
Stonham Aspal Parish Council resolves to register and adopt a .gov.uk domain name for all official council business. The Council authorises the Clerk, as the domain registrant, to apply for the domain through a GDS-approved registrar, to arrange website and email configuration, and to oversee the migration from the existing OneSuffolk website and Gmail-based councillor email accounts. This action is taken in accordance with Government Digital Service guidance on improving transparency, professionalism, cyber-security, and compliance with the Practitioners’ Guide 2025. 
To accept and approve the proposal for HugoFox to provide future services:
Proposed: Cllr Mullings
Seconded: Cllr Brooks 
Action Cllr Morley: To return with a timeline


	26.59
	Village Hall rental costs
As the hire charge for Parish Council meetings at the Village Hall has not increased for a number of years, it was agreed that the Council would pay the Village Hall £20 per meeting from September 2026.


	26.60
	A140/A1120 Junction
See point 26.53.2


	26.61
	To discuss and consider any submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding
There were no CIL applications to discuss. 


	26.62
	Communications
The following communications were noted: improvement of the Council website; CIL applications; verge volunteers; love for our parish; no meeting in August. 


	26.63
	Other Matters Arising from the Previous Meeting
There were no other matters. 


	26.64
	Date of Next Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 1st September 2026 at 7.00pm.
There may be an urgent meeting in August. 


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 9.35pm 
Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 12/07/26
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