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Minutes of the Meeting held at EB Youth Club, Harrowick Lane on Monday 10 March 2014

Present: Cllrs M Cahill MBE (Chair), I Abbott, K Abbott, G Blackwell, J Bond, B Chapman, R Gough, M Higham, P Morrall, R Page, R Paintin, M Perkins & C Wells

037/14 Public Speaking Time
Members of the public addressed the Parish Council regarding the Draft Neighbourhood Plan Consultation (comments taken on board) and the condition of the road and footpath in Station Road (the road is on the priority list submitted to NCC for 2014/15). 

038/14 Dave Sharp – (Barton) Street Watch
Dave addressed the Parish Council to outline his plans to work with Northants Police to set up Street Watch in Earls Barton.  He would like to work with the Youth Club to engage with young people in Earls Barton and, through a Food Bank scheme, to identify the vulnerable in the community and offer support.   The aim of the scheme is to be proactive and to promote pride in the village.  It was unanimously resolved that EBPC would support the scheme in principle, and would offer practical help and advice where needed.  Cllr Wells agreed to liaise with Dave and put him in touch with other partnership organisations who can assist.

039/14 Apologies – to receive and accept apologies for absence
None were received.

040/14 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest
Cllr Blackwell declared a personal interest in agenda item 055/14 relating to David Wilson Homes. Cllr I Abbott declared an interest in agenda item 055/14.  

041/14 Approval of Minutes of the meeting of 10 February 2014 
It was resolved to adopt the minutes as a correct record.

042/14 Accounts 
It was resolved to pay the following accounts:
3741	James Wilson Associates – Neighbourhood Plan Consultant			£1454.44
3742	Northamptonshire ACRE – Annual Subs					£    35.00
3743	SLCC – Clerks Annual Renewal						£  231.00
3744	T A Greenham – VAS Maintenance 						£    65.00
3745	Anglian Water – Allotment						£    13.74
3746	Anglian Water – Cemetery							£    15.08
3747	Anglian Water – Pioneer Sports Field					£    48.81
3748	Clerk – Salary/Expenses							£1217.86
3749	Senior Youth Club Leader – Salary						£  201.27
3750	Senior Youth Club Assistant Leader – Salary					£  101.64
3751	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI							£  342.25
3752	SLCC Northamptonshire Branch – Mini Conference – Clerk Training		£    12.00

043/14 Finance & Projects
(a) Strategic Planning – following discussion, it was agreed that a Strategic Planning Committee be formed to look at future projects for EBPC.  The committee will comprise of Cllrs Cahill, Bond, Chapman, Gough and Wells.  Further action to be taken after May 2014.
(b) Treeworks – it was resolved that the Clerk invite Mark Baker, Midland Tree Specialists, Salcey and Thompson Tree Services to tender for the work requiring action in the tree survey.

044/14 Police & Community Safety
(a) Crime figures & Report – No representative from Northants Police was in attendance.  The Clerk advised that 13 crimes were reported in February. The Safer Community Team confirm that they are working with the Co-op to deal with increases in shoplifting.  It was resolved that the Clerk write to the Co-op and The SCT expressing concern over the new store layout.
(b) Joint Action Group Meeting – the Clerk read out the report from the recent JAG meeting.
(c) Response to closure of Earls Barton Police Office – update and agreed next steps - both the Chief Constable and Police & Crime Commissioner responded to advise the office was closed for financial reasons but they will look into shared facilities at Earls Barton Fire Station.  No reason was given for the lack of consultation.  It was resolved the Clerk respond to both asking them to answer this question.

045/14 Neighbourhood Plan – update
Cllr Gough advised that the draft Neighbourhood Plan is now out for Regulation 14 consultation with the residents and businesses in Earls Barton.  Consultation closing date 30 April 2014.  It was agreed that a drop in session would be helpful for those requiring assistance in completing the consultation survey.  A hard copy of the plan will be provided for every Parish Councillor.

046/14 EBPC Website – options for updating and future running
Options were outlined by the Clerk.  As there is no funding in the budget for changes, these will be considered by the Strategic Planning Committee as part of the EBPC’s long term plan. 

047/14 – Electoral Review of Wellingborough: Final Recommendations
It was resolved that the Clerk respond to the consultation - EBPC satisfied with recommendations

048/14 – Request for use of Recreation Field for outdoor exercise class
It was resolved that permission be granted providing the instructor is covered by adequate public liability insurance for those taking the class, and that a negotiated donation is made to the Parish Council to be reallocated to a community facility to be agreed by EBPC.

049/14 Highways & Maintenance
(a) Street Naming Procedure – the Clerk updated the members on the procedure
(b) Footpath in Recreation Field – the public right of way through the Rec to be reported to Street Doctor.  Other paths to be inspected by the Grounds Maintenance Committee.
(c) Damage to bollards – Compton Way – reported to NCC and order for repairs issued.
(d) Parking – Elizabeth Way – the Clerk advised that a Traffic Regulation Order in the area would be doubtful unless there is a safety issue which, in the opinion of NCC, there is not.
(e) Youth Shelter – the Clerk confirmed that a grant for works on the Youth Shelter has been secured through EB Youth Club with refurbishment/repairs to be carried out in May 2014.
(f) Phone Box on The Square – update – the Clerk advised the kiosk will be repainted between April and October 2014.
(g) Request for Bus Shelter (Doddington Rd) – it was agreed the request for a bus shelter on Doddington Rd and a further shelter on The Square be referred to the Strategic Planning Committee.
(h) Parking in Earls Barton – the Clerk confirmed that all the Traffic Regulation Orders requested for Earls Barton have been successful. The Clerk to write to businesses in the village centre to confirm.  A meeting will now be requested with Barkers to discuss how they can further help.
(i) Bin Sponsorship – Viridor – details of costings and locations have been sent to Viridor.  Currently awaiting a response.
(j) Hardwater Crossing – Weight Restriction Proposals – it was resolved that the Clerk respond to the consultation – EBPC in agreement to proposals.
(k) Parish Enhancement Gangs – a list of proposed works to be carried out to be sent to NCC by the Clerk.



050/14 NCALC/SLCC/ACRE Correspondence
(a) SLCC Regional Conference & Digital Enhancement Training – it was resolved to approve the Clerk’s request to attend
(b) SLCC Spring Mini-Conference – it was resolved to approve the Clerk’s request to attend.

051/14 NCC Correspondence
(a) Cllr Paul Bell, County Councillor – report – Cllr Bell was unable to attend and the Clerk read out his report to members.  Cllr Bell is currently dealing with a problem with lighting in Compton Way and issues with parking/traffic in the village.
 
052/14 Other Correspondence
(a) Gt Billing Stakeholders Liaison meeing – minutes - noted
(b) Royal Mail – new prices - noted
(c) Festival of Transport – Thank you letter – noted.

053/14 Planning
(a) Changes to Consultation Process – it was resolved that the Clerk write to BCW opposing the proposed changes to the planning consultation process.  Also asked for the matter to be raised at Parish Forum.
(b) Applications Received
WP/2014/0042/F – construction of 2 no semi-detached houses & conversion of redundant 2 storey workshop into 1 no dwelling unit incorporating off-road parking – land at rear 42-54 Broad St – T & R Betts
WP/2014/0045/F – erection of detached garage (amended plan) – 146 Wellingborough Rd – Mr & Mrs Hector 
WP/2014/0048/F – single storey rear extension – 32 West St – Mr & Mrs R Hilliar
WP/2014/0054/F – demolition of garage block & the construction of a single bedroom dwelling with integral garage.  New access to 22 Park St – garage block at 22 Park St – Mr William Henson, Twenty Ten Development Ltd
WP/2014/0058/F – installation of a new bay window & porch extension on front elevation – 2 Hornby Rd – E Brookes
WP/2014/0080/F – erection of 1st floor side extension over garage forming bedroom & bathroom, plus single storey rear extension forming store – 8 Townley Way – M Keightley 
Discussions were held on the applications received.  Following discussions it was resolved that EBPC would object to WP/2014/0054 and request a site viewing by BCW Planning Committee on the grounds on highway safety, loss of amenity and the loss of a historically important building.  No comments were required on the other applications received.

054/14 Sports & Leisure Development
(a) It was noted that negotiations with David Wilson Homes are ongoing regarding the pitch layout and the contribution to be made towards community facilities.  It was resolved the the Clerk seek legal advice regarding the lease renewal on Pioneer Sports Field, to a limit of £500.00 and report back at the next Parish Council meeting.

Date of Annual Parish Meeing & Next Parish Council Meeting
Monday 14 April – 7.15pm

It should be noted that these minutes are subject to the approval of Earls Barton Parish Council

Rosemary Smart – Clerk to the Council           01604 812850            theclerk@earlsbarton.gov.uk
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