


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Annual Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 at 7.30pm
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr M Hopkins, Cllr M Rawson, Cllr R Whate, 
T Grimes (Clerk) and 2 members of the public

1. To consider any apologies for absence
DWP gave apologies for personal reasons and LH gave apologies for being ill which were both approved. DCllr SM and CCllr BL also both gave apologies.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM: clerk’s wages.

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th December 2022 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
Members of the public had no points to raise but MM noted that the council had received an email about further anti-social behaviour on the wharf and noted that it was good this was being monitored and hopefully also reported to the appropriate authorities.

5. To note the following matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Signs in Ferry Lane
The clerk reported that Highways had yet to respond to LH query about the sign which was no longer readable.
b. Dog Fouling
The clerk reported that the wardens had visited the area a number of times and asked if the problem had improved. Residents confirmed it had.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
Neither were present.

7. To set the dates for the May Annual Council Meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting
The clerk noted that elections take place on May 4th so an Annual Meeting must be called during the 14 days after councillors take office (10th to 25th May). The Annual Parish Meeting must be held between 1st March and 1st June. Usually the Annual Council Meeting covers general business as well and the Parish Meeting is held immediately prior to it. It has previously been suggested that speakers be invited to attract more residents so the clerk suggested NSDC Anti-Social Behaviour Team/Community Police could talk about the Wharf or the Village Hall Annual Meeting could be combined with the Parish Meeting. Councillors expressed a preference for one night covering all meetings and agreed on 16th May but asked the clerk to approach NSDC and the VH committee to see who could attend before setting the start times.
8. To consider responding to the following correspondence 
a. RCAN – offer of membership
It was agreed that the membership wasn’t needed.

9. To consider responding to the following consultations
a. NSDC – Planning Application Local Validation Checklist
MM commented on the document being 67 pages of guidance rather than a ‘checklist’ but felt it covered all eventualities and would be useful to planning applicants. It was agreed no comment was necessary.

10. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The clerk noted that the bank statements and the cash book did not match because the December payments had not been authorised due to both LH and RW having problems logging into the bank. The reconciliation was checked and signed by the chair.
b. To set the budget for 23/24
The clerk had circulated the updated draft budget and the precept tax base figure to show the impact of varying the budget figure. MM suggested that as reserves were high, perhaps the Coronation should be paid from reserves thus reducing the budget and after discussing the potential for unexpected expenses, it was 

RESOLVED: To set the budget as recommended but without the Coronation element.
(proposed RW, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

c. To set the 23/24 precept

RESOLVED: To request £3564 from NSDC.
(proposed MR, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

d. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages and HMRC including overtime - TBC
[bookmark: _GoBack]This included three hours overtime for a Freedom of Information request and liaising with NSDC regarding anti-social behaviour and dog fouling.
ii. NSDC – Bench installation - £240

RESOLVED: To make both these payments.
(proposed RW, seconded MH, carried unanimously, MM did not vote) 

11. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
MM raised the question of more signatories for the bank. MH and MR were both happy to become signatories. The clerk said that there was a risk of a fine from HMRC if tax was reported then not paid within the deadline so under delegated powers to avoid fines she could initiate the process but would put it on the next agenda for formal approval. 

12. To note the date of the next meeting
The next meeting will be 7th February at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 20:00.
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