                                                       TONG PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on 30th September 2024 at Tong Village Hall at 7pm
1.  Present: Cllr P Fisher (Chairman), D. Williams (Vice-Chairman), J. Moore, H. Rutter, H. Owen In attendance: Dr Chris Field and Ruth Evans (Shifnal Twinning Association) and Steven Breese (PCSO)
2. Shifnal Twinning Association Now in its 36th year as well as bi-annual visits there were social events , links with the British Legion, tennis and football club. Primary School pupils were encouraged to become pen-pals
PCSO Steven Breese said there had been 7 crimes reported. These included credit card fraud by distraction methods at the Bar and thefts of steak from The Bell’s freezer, theft from vehicles and retrieved stolen cars. Tong formed part of the area for Operation Snap- dash cam footage.
3. There were no declarations of interest
4.  Public Time Concerns were raised on current Highways Matters. Mr Watts had circulated pictures of hedgerow overgrowth in Newport Road obstructing the footpaths.  One side had been attended to by Bradford Estates. 
5.  The minutes of the Annual meetings held om 20th May 2024 were approved and signed.   

 
6. Matters Arising  
       Travellers’ Site, Tong Forge Likely to be put before the Southern Planning             Committee Sept/Oct. The Travellers’  Association had confirmed  no policy was  force. A further unit had arrived on the site.
7. Highways matters   The Chairman had met Graham Downes on the 26th March,   taken him round and discussed outstanding issues (some now of 3 years standing).. The Clerk had requested updates for this meeting and the Chairman had tried to make contact at least 4 times. It was  disrespectful to Parish Councillors and residents to maintain constant silence. A strong letter would go  to Andy Begley the Chief Executive with the Leader of the Council, the MP and Graham Downes  copied-in.
John Moore praised the effectiveness of Fix My Street- being Government sponsored concerns were recorded and thus less easy to lose in a trail of correspondence.
8. Planning Matters
Cllrs Williams and Moore attended an online seminar organised by the Regional CPRE on Sustainable Planning. Much was learned and the text subsequently circulated to fellow Councillors. It transpired that when there is a planning dispute a request can be made that the Planning Authority suspend all permitted development.
Tong Hill farmhouse had been refurbished to a high standard and dubious business tenants in the adjoining building would not be compatible.. The Chairman would contract Steve Farrow of Bradford Estates to discuss hedges and future development.
Local Plan The Inspectors’ hearings were due to resume Oct/Nov. Brueton Knowles would continue to represent the best interests of Tong and Shifnal. 

9. Correspondence
Fly tipping – to utilise limited staffing resources offences should be reported to Fix My Street .
Government Domain Name- SALC was encouraging Councils to adopt these for Councillors or at least the Clerk. On further investigation this was not without charge.
10. Accounts  Clerk’s Salary and expenses     £1147.34           Hire of Hall (Sept)  £20

11. Date of next meeting
Mon 20th January 2025 (to set the Precept for 2025/6)
(Mon 27th January if the weather is inclement)



Signed:
Chairman:


Date:

 


