North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held in St Aidan’s
Community Centre, Brunton Park on Wednesday 16 October 2019

Present: Councillor    Agnew (Chairman)
              Councillors:, Cooke, Duell, Gray, Hay, Henning, Loftus, Mears
                                    and Phillipson. 

In attendance:   I Humphries   - Clerk
                          PC Parker – Northumbria Police
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	Apologies for absence 
Apology for absence were received from Councillor Robinson.  

Minutes       
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2019 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising from the previous meeting
1. Members noted that the 46A bus service had been withdrawn, although an additional Q3 was to be introduced to regent Centre.
1. Work to reinstate grassed area on Great North road was finally being included in the city council work programme.
1. A key for gate access to Hilton Green was available on request from Councillor Hay.
1. The Clerk was to seek out documents relating to the Scout Hut lease.

Police Matters
PC Parker was present to advise members that there was currently very little criminal activity in the Parish Area. He also advised members of the wider area his team was now covering.

Issues raised by members of the public
Comments were made relating to the increase in traffic over salters Bridge and the improved surface of the GNR cycleway following snagging works.

Trees
Councillor Hay reported on the work required to make safe the Maple tree, previously reported to the Parish Council as unsafe, and other necessary tree maintenance work. While an invoice had not yet been received, the works would cost approximately £1,405.

Members agreed the work was necessary and authorised the undertaking of the work by Robertson.

Correspondence
The Chairman reported receipt of an email advising ward councillors of consultation over proposed Base Station upgrade of phone mast at Grand Hotel, Gosforth.
Financial Matters
Members noted the half year financial statement and gave preliminary consideration to estimates of expenditure for the next financial year.

The following payments were approved –          
                                                                              £
1. HMRC                                                      80.00
1. Clerk (SO)                                              320.00
1. Robertson (SO)                                      464.42


Other Issues
1. Members noted the tree next to the north bound Great North Road bus stop needed pruning.
1. The drains on the Great North road had not yet been cleared.
1. Members commented on the lack of waste bins and/or the inappropriate locations of some. It was agreed that this would be raised at the ward committee meeting to be held the following week. In addition, a plan be prepared of existing bins and showing locations of requests for new bins and alteration to locations of some existing bins.
1. In alleged use of a property on Fetherstone Grove as offices was still ongoing and had not yet been fully resolved.
1. Road markings at top of Newland Road were unclear between road and cycleway.
1. The hedges on Greenfield Road and Brunton Lane were still in need of cutting back.
1. Concern was expressed over the withdrawal of Barclays bank from cash facilities at the Post Office.
1. The Chairman had written to the Chief Executive of Newcastle City Council regarding the findings of the survey without reply.

Date of next meeting
Wednesday 20 November 2019 at 7.00pm






