THELBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL			6 June 2026
 
Minutes of a Meeting of Thelbridge Parish Council held on 16th May 2026, 7.30pm, at Thelbridge Parish Hall.

Present:  In the Chair Cllr Linsey Clements 
Cllrs Richard Grant, John Cowell, and Chris Keller
MDDC Cllr Polly Colthorpe   
DCC Cllr Steve Keable  (Arrived during the Meeting
Parish Clerk Malcolm Vallance
The Chair welcomed those attending
1. Election of Chair and Vice Chair
Chair - Cllr L Clements  Proposed Cllr Grant, 2nd Cllr Keller, and carried 
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was completed.
Vice Chair Cllr J Gibson (in his absence) Proposed  Cllr Clements, 2nd Cllr Grant, and carried. The Chair would speak with Cllr Gibson/
1 (a) A moment of Silence was taken to remember Parish Councillor Wallace Boundy who had recently passed away. 
Cllr Clements paid tribute to Wallace “…who had dedicated more than 50 years of service to Thelbridge Parish Council and the local community, including many years as Chairman of the Council until he stepped down from the role in 2025 to be a Councillor. His commitment, knowledge, and steadfast support of parish matters over five decades represented an extraordinary contribution to village life and local government”.

Councillors added their gratitude for Wallace’s dedication and service to the parish. 
He would be greatly missed by colleagues, residents, and all who knew him.
A permanent Parish Memorial was discussed (e.g. a tree) and the Clerk was asked to put this on the Agenda for the next Meeting.

The Clerk has notified MDDC (Election Services) of the death of Wallace Boundy and the Vacancy would be advertised. 
If an Election was requested (within 28working days) this would take place.
If not the Parish Council could fill the Vacancy by Co-option, or the Vacancy could be filled  at the next Parish Council Elections to take place  in May 2027

2. Apologies for Absence  - Cllr J Gibson and Cllr R Hayes
3. Public Forum – No Parishioners present.
4. Declarations of Interest -None
5. Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th February 2026 – Agreed and signed as a true record.
6. Matters arising
Planning Training Event – Angharad Williams had agreed to attend and this was set for 7.00pm Tuesday16th June 2026. The Clerk was asked to book the Parish Hall and contact neighbouring parishes to see if any of their Councillors wished to attend.

Review of Parish Council Website and sourcing of Gov.uk email addresses
It was agreed that although the Parish Council Website was not the most dynamic it served its purpose. 
Like other Parish Council Websites this had come with one gov.uk email address for the Parish Clerk.
The alternative would be a New Parish Website with additional gov.uk email addresses added on.
The Clerk had enquired with the Server Fasthosts over the possibility of  adding additional gov.uk addresses for the Chair and Councillors. 
The Cost had been quoted for providing up to 10 email address (minimum) for £17.49  plus Vat per month which the Parish Council felt costly.
Enquiries were continuing over other sources to provide additional gov.uk email addresses and it was hoped to have an update at the next Meeting.

7. Correspondence
a) DCC – Details had been received of the Devon County Council “Parish Paths Scheme” whereby a Parish Footpath Warden could be enlisted. This would lead to training for the maintenance of Parish Footpaths plus an Annual Grant for upkeep and maintenance, It was understood that this had operated in the Parish previously.
b)  An email from MDDC  regarding transfer of MDDC assets to Parish Councils It was agreed that there were no MDDC assets in the Parish  to be acquired
c) DALC Newsletters – The regular newsletters had been received and circulated
10)  Planning  
Grants of Planning permission noted :-

25/01580/PIP Land East of Witheridge and Nomansland Cricket Club
Permission in Principle for the erection of 9 dwellings WITHERIDGE PARISH

25/01347/FULL and 25/01348/LBC “Lewdown Farm” Black Dog
Conversion of Barn to two dwellings

11)  Reports – 
Devon County Council
DCC Cllr Steve Keable had submitted his Monthly Report and this had been circulated.
He advised that there would be approx. 4 months of road works at the Tesco roundabout taking place from the end of June 2026.

Mid Devon District Council 
MDDC Cllr Polly Colthorpe
The new Chairman of MDDC was  Cllr Gordon Czapiewski and Leader Cllr David Wuff.
Items currently being discussed by the District Council included the Local Plan which it was hoped to get in place before Local Government changes. 
A Public Consultation would be taking place within the next month. 

12) Presentation of the Accounts to 31st March 2026
Completion of the Annual Governance and  Accountability Return (AGAR) for 2025/2026.

The Clerk presented the accounts to 31st March 2026 showing a balance of £1140.63.
During the year funds had been taken from the Reserves to cover the purchase of new Office Equipment (Laptop, Printer etc) in the sum of £960.80.

The Accounts had been Internally Audited by Debbie Martin.

The Accounts were formally Adopted by the Meeting.
It was agreed the Chair and Clerk would complete the 2025/2026 AGAR form on behalf of the Parish Council
Proposed Cllr Grant, 2nd Cllr Keller, and carried.

13) Receipts and Payments
Receipts
MDDC Precept 2026/2027  £2300     Less DALC Sub £143.75		        	£2156.25 
Payments
Mr M Vallance – Salary 382.50. Use of home as office ¼  £54.00, 
Postage (stock) £13.92
plus Postage £3.95. Stationery £12.90 = £467.27 less PAYE	£76.40	= Net		£390.87
HMRC PAYE										£76.40
Thelbridge Parish Hall (Hire charge 2025/2026)					£215.00
Debbie Martin (Internal Audit)							£30.00	
				
14) Councillors Forum  – No items raised

Malcolm Vallance (Parish Clerk) was Congratulated on achieving 50 years’ Service in Local Government in May 2026.

15) Date of next Meetings -  25th August and 17th November 2026

There being no other business the Chair closed the Meeting at 9.43pm 
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