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BITTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bitterley Parish Council on 19th May 2026

Present: Cllrs Jon Reardon-Smith (temp chair), Karen Parry, Tony Millard, Richard Osborne, John Gatehouse, Alison Holman and Anthony Bevington. In Attendance: Fern Chadwick (Clerk/RFO)

2026/084 	Election of Chair; Cllr Reardon-Smith was nominated by Cllr Osborne, seconded Cllr Millard. Cllr Reardon-Smith accepted and declaration of acceptance signed.

2026/085	Election of Vice Chair; Cllr Osborne was nominated by Cllr Reardon-Smith, seconded by Cllr Bevington. Cllr Osborne accepted and declaration of acceptance signed.

2026/086	Apologies: Cllrs David Rogers tendered his apologies.

2026/087	Public Participation: None present. 

2026/088	Declarations of Interest: Cllr Reardon-Smith declared an interest of item 2026/094


2026/089	To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on the 13th April 2026
RESOLVED: Accepted the minutes as an accurate record and were signed by the chair.

2026/090	Shropshire Councillor Report – Cllr Shackerley-Bennett: No report provided due to absence.
ACTION: Council requested a further update on the planning enforcement of Tulip Cottage when possible. Also an update on the partnership (devolution) changes, chase highways to get actions on dangerous potholes on Bitterley Lane, Roundthorn Lane, Henley Lane and Squirrel Lane. 

2026/091	Consider Candidates for Co-option to the Vacant Seats: No current interests however Cllrs have identified potential candidates to reach out to.

2026/092	Discuss and update the PC on the Annual Community Meeting and provide feedback; 14 parishioners in attendance. Feedback was very good and special thanks to Cllr Reardon-Smith for an excellent presentation on devolution/partnership, great engagement with those present. 
DETERMINED: Cllr Reardon-Smith to send Clerk presentation to upload to the website.

2026/093 	Consider engagement opportunities like the website and email sign up to communicate with parishioners: Encourage parishioners to sign up to email alerts on the website. 
ACTION: Clerk to ask Lynne Osborne to email shot to community email group about signing up to website emails. Clerk to also send to Cllr Parry.

2026/094 	Consider and determine the application received for the Ledwyche Solar Grant: Cllr Reardon-Smith excused himself from the room. Council debated the grant application and determined to postpone the decision until all Cllrs have reviewed the grant awarding policy. 
	ACTION: Clerk to create a template of a standard letter to send to the 9 houses most effected by the site and to explain that awarding grants will be contingent on funds received by Aukera. Council will re-review application at next meeting.
	RESOLVED: An adjustment to the grant application to include an opt in/opt out selection for Aukera for use of publicity.

2026/095	Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) ideas for Bitterley Parish: Council suggested a survey to be conducted of the solar farms to review the impact on Nature Recovery to see what’s returned to the site. It would be great to resurvey every two years to access. This will help marginal species and wildlife corridors.
	ACTION: Clerk to obtain quotes for survey costs.

2026/096	Appoint Members of Council Committees:
	I.	Planning Committee: Cllrs Gatehouse, Holman and Bevington.
II.	Personnel Committee: Cllrs Parry, Milard and Osborne.
III.	Tree Warden and Nature Recovery: Cllrs Holman and Rogers
IV.	Highways: None, Committee unnecessary.

2026/097	Appoint Members as Representatives to Outside Bodies: 
I.	Shropshire Association of Local Councils: Cllr Reardon-Smith.
II.	South Shropshire Area Meeting	: Cllr Reardon-Smith.
III.	Village Hall Committee: Cllr Osborne.
IV.	Review the Subscriptions to Other Bodies: None, full Council to determine.

2026/098	Annual Review of the Policies and Procedures
I. Standing Orders: Signed and adopted.
II. Financial Regulations: Signed and adopted.
III. Complaints Procedure: Signed and adopted.
IV. Dealing with Press and Media: Signed and adopted.
V. Employment Policies: Agreed in principle, amended to include reimbursement clause to reflect that each request be reviews on an individual basis by personnel committee upon employment and annual review. 

2026/099	Audit and Annual Governance and Accountability Return: 
DETERMINED: Postponed till next meeting.

2026/100	Financial Matters:
I. Income Since the Last Meeting and Confirm the Precept Received is Correct
II. Review and sign Lloyds Bank Mandate to add Cllr Holman as a signatory.
III. Approve Payments
	Payee
	Inv No
	Amount

	F Chadwick Clerk pay April 2026
	
	516.66

	Clerk Broadband Annual Charge
	
	106.45

	SALC Affiliation Fees	
	3188
	529.54

	RLT Auditing (Internal Audit for 25-26)
	
	


Action: All payments except RLT Auditing was paid via BACS. 

2026/101	Review and determine the amended Zurich Insurance Policy Schedule: 
DETERMINED: Signed and agreed to pay premium.

2026/102	Consider Any New Tasks for the Environmental Maintenance Contractor: Lengthsman to walk Bitterley Lane (below Bedlam turn to Bitterley) for FixMyStreet updates.

2026/103	Review and agree the Environmental Maintenance Grant 2026-27: 
DETERMINED: Council agreed to £1000 grant application.

2026/104	Councillors Reports: None received.
 
2026/105	To Set Dates for Parish Council Meetings for the Forthcoming Year: 
[bookmark: _Hlk155827777]DETERMINED: Council determined meetings will be held on the 3rd Monday of each month excluding August and December.

2026/106	Consider Items for the next Agenda: AGAR, employment policy, solar grant application and streetlight hoods.


Next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting: 7.00pm Monday 20th July 2026 at Bitterley Village Hall
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