Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on
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Monday 10" February 2025 at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. G. Loader; ClIr. M. Morgan,;
Cllr. D. Southgate; Cllr. P. Spours; CllIr. C. Willett; Cllr. L. Windmill; District Cllr. Read;
Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk).

No members of the public were present.

Apologies.

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. Pask; Cllr. Teal and Cllr.
Woods.

Declarations of Interest.

Register of Interests.

There were no changes to the register of interests.

Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items.

There were no declarations of interest in any agenda items.

Public Session.

No matters were raised during the public session.

Minutes of meeting of BPC on the 13" January 2025.

The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 13™ January 2025 were approved as
an accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

Chair’s Report.

Electrical Safety.

Cllr. Southgate has attended training and become a fully qualified EET (Electrical
Equipment Test) tester. EET has replaced PAT (Portable Appliance Test) testing which
has been a requirement for portable electrical appliances used in public places for many
years. Cllr. Southgate has completed this training in conjunction with helping at the
Newbury and Thatcham Repair Café where he helps with electrical repairs.

BPC-owned electrical equipment should be tested, as should electrical equipment used at
events like Cemetery Carols. The electrical equipment in halls is the responsibility of the
hall committee and should also be tested. At BPC-organised events and meetings, it is the
Chair of BPC who is the duty holder and responsible for ensuring that testing has been
undertaken.

It was agreed that Cllr. Southgate could spend up to £500 on EET testing equipment,
enabling the testing of BPC equipment and carry out testing for local Repair Cafes.

The Clerk will investigate BPC’s insurance to see if BPC may carry out testing of
portable electrical appliances for residents.

Cold Ash Parish Council (CAPC).

Cllr. Dickens reported that he had been invited to attend the meeting of CAPC on
Tuesday 25" February to appraise them of BPC’s comments on the draft Local Plan and
to demonstrate solidarity with them over the way in which WBC has completely ignored
their Neighbourhood Development Plan. This visit to CAPC will take place on the 11"
March

Fundraising for Family in Uganda.

A local teenager is attempting to raise £500 for a family in Uganda by playing mixed
doubles in tennis for 24 hours. There was a discussion about how BPC could best support
her. The Clerk advised that parish councils cannot make donations to individuals.
Clerk’s Report.

Annual Parish Assembly.

DS

HP

GL

2025/8



6.2

6.3

6.4

7.2
7.2.1

722

7.2.3

7.2.4

7.2.5

7.2.6

7.2.7

7.3

7.4

Cllr. Loader has identified a speaker from the West Berkshire Green Exchange for the
Annual Assembly. It was also suggested that Cllr. Southgate could give a short talk on
electrical safety, if there is time on the agenda.

The Oaks.

The next edition of The Oaks has been sent to the printer today and should be out for
distribution to homes on Saturday 15" February.

Website.

The domain bucklebury-pc.gov.uk has now been registered and can be used to access the
website. The issue with the security certificate has now been resolved.

There continues to be an issue with the planning app on the web which Hugofox are
aware of and working to resolve.

Email addressed to councillors at the new domain is the next task to be resolved.
Common Clearing Arrangements for 29™ March.

The Clerk confirmed that arrangements have been made for Common Clearing on
Saturday 29™ March. Posters were distributed.

[Planning.

Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:
BPC has not been consulted on any applications since the last meeting.
Planning Decisions made by WBC:

24/01866/FUL — Middle Wood, Hatch Lane.

Erection of a dwelling with associated parking and landscaping.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by the Eastern Area
Planning Committee.

24/02084/HOUSE - 57 Broad Lane.

Proposed ground and first floor extension.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
24/02183/LBC — Woottens.

Section 19: Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) of previously approved
application 23/02096/LBC: Part two-storey part single-storey replacement extension to
existing dwelling. Terrace doors in existing modified window opening.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
24/02409/HOUSE & 24/02410/LBC — The Manor, Bucklebury.

Replacement of front and rear gates.

BPC had no objection to these applications which have been approved by WBC.
24/02474/HOUSE — Shepherds Heath, Chapel Row.

New storage shed.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
24/2401/HOUSE — Butler’s Orchard, Bucklebury.

Side extension.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
24/02637/HOUSE — Kings Copse House.

Conversion of loggia to enlarge kitchen.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.

Adjacent Parish Applications.

There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary.

Update on the Local Plan.

The BPC response to the most recent consultation is available on the BPC website. Now
that the consultation has closed, the inspectors will assess the comments and decide
whether to approve the plan with any changes he sees fit. His decision will then be
delivered to WBC and made public. WBC then needs to vote, probably in April to adopt
or reject the new Local Plan.
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BPC will then assess the work needed to engage with WBC in the Masterplan
consultation.
Enforcement.

[Land to the West of Thatchers.

A massive roadway of broken hardcore is being built in the plot of land to the west of
Thatchers. This is in addition to all of the vegetation being cleared. A container
continues to be on site, beyond the agreed period for the construction of a storage shed.
A parishioner has raised the issue with WBC enforcement and District Cllr. Read, but no
action appears to be being taken.

It was agreed that Cllr. Dickens would write to Clare Lawrence (WBC Director of Place),
with information from Cllr. Spours and Cllr. Allum.

District Councillor’s Report.

District Cllr. Read reported that consultations are currently running on: pharmacy
provision (West Berkshire has the least number of pharmacies per head of population
across the UK), admission arrangements for West Berkshire schools, and Special
Education Needs and Disabilities.

Green Matters.

In green matters, WBC is expanding its kerbside plastic recycling collection, making
additional recycling bags available and offering invoicing of green bins online.

Budget for FY25/26.

'WBC has announced it spending plans for 2025/26, including £187,000,000 delivering
services across West Berkshire and £73,000,000 on capital projects. Following the
consultation on proposed budget cuts, the Downland Sports Centre will remain open,
streetlights will be dimmed, rather than turned off between 10pm and 6am and the
proposal to cease providing short term adult respite in the community has been retracted.
The value of spending £18,600,000 on the solar farm at Grazeley was questioned given
that WBC is seeking exceptional financial support from Central Government of
£16,000,000.

West Berkshire Community Forum.

The next community forum, focussing on Highways, will take place at 6.30pm on
Tuesday 25" February at Bucklebury Memorial Hall. Registering in advance is required,
either to attend in person or via Zoom.

Devolution.

Following a government white paper in December, it is proposed that the country be split
into unitary authorities of approximately 500,000 population and mayoral authorities of
1,500,000 population. West Berkshire, already being a unitary authority, is understood to
be at the back of the queue for consideration in a new unitary authority, but at the front of
the queue for a mayoral authority. Mayoral authorities will have powers for: planning,
business and research, climate, transport and housing.

The setting up of each authority is expected to take between two and three years.

King’s Counsel Opinion on the Local Plan.

District Cllr. Read commented that he believes sufficient donations have been received by
Thatcham Town Council for them to lead on a KC opinion on the Local Plan. The
questions and points which need to be raised need to be agreed. There needs to be
discussion and agreement on how a KC’s opinion would be used.

[Finances.

Payments to be authorised by Councillors:

Willis & Ainsworth £132.96 20 bags of brown rock salt.

Chapel Row Community Service £550.00 Donation from Cemetery Carols &

Group BPC.

Bibby Commercial Finance Ltd £29.36 Dog waste bin emptying (January).
.......... Date..........
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January salary, pension, PAYE/NI =~ £1,767,22 Includes 10 Microsoft licences,
contributions and IT costs. Zoom and printing of plans for the
Cemetery.
To review current balances.

Lloyds Current Account balance after all

cheques cleared and lodgements received: £19,873.17

Lloyds Current Account: £22,959.69  20™ January 2025
Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows:  £33,049.41  20™ January 2025
Scottish Widows Reserve Account: £33,313.35 8™ April 2024
Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: £4,658.72 8™ April 2024

Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.

Play Park.
Cllr. Teal reported that inspections show there has been little use of the play park over the

last couple of weeks and no litter found. Small pieces of tree branch are breaking off
within the park and need to be cleared away.

Attempts have been made to order a rubber safety mat to replace the existing one at the
side of the multi-play unit. But one of the main providers has a minimum order of four
mats and only one is required; the search goes on.

Pump Track.

Recent use of the track has resulted in significant damage to the peaks of the track with
large gouges in a couple of areas. With the recent bad weather, this is likely to have been
caused by misuse, but will only get worse. This damage makes it important that pump is
resurfaced with tarmac sooner rather than later.

Meadows.

The West Berkshire Countryside Society (WBCS) volunteers carried out a lot of
clearance work on the 21% January, making some of the trees to be felled by Masons
easier to access.

Masons started work on the 30™ January and have now completed the majority of the
work, including reducing the decaying oak (near the kissing gate), tidying up a number of
broken and dead branches mainly overhanging the permitted path around the meadow,
cutting the hedge and significantly reducing the holly under the oak trees between the
smallest and the largest meadows. The work has been hampered by the wet weather and
the resulting ground conditions. Masons will return to fell two ash trees, one of which
requires permission which is awaited from WBC (due to a TPO).

There are piles of chippings along the hedges where they have been cut. These could be
redistributed in the hedgerows to supress weed growth around the whips (previously
planted by the WBCS) and in particularly muddy sections of the meadows (the main
entrance gate by Byles Green, around the kissing gates and along the track from the
smallest meadow to Broad Lane).

A parishioner has raised concerns about the barbed wire in the fence between the two
largest meadows. It was agreed that this could be removed by a working party.

The Clerk will organise a working party to redistribute some of the chippings and to
remove the wire.

Highways.

Speed Indicator Device (SID).

The small team of volunteers have continued to deploy SID on a daily basis throughout
the Parish. 850,000 vehicle movements have now been recorded.

Permanent SIDs.

BPC is progressively exploring the purchase and installation of permanent SIDs in key
areas. BPC has ring fenced funds for the project which would be used alongside grant
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and publicly raised funds. BPC is waiting for WBC to produce its policy on the matter
before it can be progressed any further. TVP have grants for road safety becoming
available.

'WBC have informed BPC that if the two existing Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) at
Chapel Row and Upper Bucklebury require replacement they will be removed and it may
be for BPC to resource replacements.

Thames Valley Police (TVP) Community Speed Watch (CSW).
TVP has now agreed all (but 2) of our speed monitoring sites and the use of our SID
equipment for CSW. With the signage already in place BPC is now ready to deploy at
these locations. TVP advised us to use SID and our own high vis which only needs two
volunteers to operate. Those recorded by CSW activities and reported to TVP, receive
letters or visits from TVP officers. More volunteers trained to deploy SID and CSW are
welcomed.
Grit/Salt.
Following the delivery of grit, seven bags were distributed around the existing bins. The
bin at the junction of Briff Lane and Turners Green needs topping up.
The Clerk needs to apply for the licence for the Bucklebury Farm grit bin to be relocated
on the grass outside the Farm.
Black Ice
BPC have recently reported an area in Chapel Row where black ice forms, and requested
help from WBC. WBC has responded with warning signs and is aware of the area when
gritting. Not all of Bucklebury roads are gritted. Where black ice is regularly occurring
on gritted roads, WBC will take additional measures. The area needs to be reported to
'WBC Road Maintenance and the WBC Drainage and Flood Teams.
Environment.
Sustainable Bucklebury.

1 Meeting

Public meetings were held in October and November last year. The next meeting is
Tuesday 18th February at 7pm in the Oak Room, Upper Bucklebury. A number of people
didn’t know about the new group so more work is needed promoting the group and
getting people involved.

13.1.2 |Website and Online Newsletter

The website has now been expanded and revised. A "Sustainable Bucklebury Map" with
local sustainability initiatives/organisations and descriptions and locations of local
recycling facilities have been added.

The ability to sign up directly to the newsletter has been added and there are plans to send
these out every 2 to 3 months with the first in late February. The newsletter will be on-
line and will include sustainability tips, detail on a particular topic (February issue will be
on home energy), and news.

13.1.3 |[Community Orchard

There was a meeting in the parish meadows in January to look at the possible location for
the community orchard. Cllr. Allum and a resident from Stanford Dingley (who set up
their community orchard two years ago) have shared lots of very useful information and
suggestions. If 16 fruit trees were planted the cost estimate would be £1,200 (excluding
cost of a contractor to set-up if required for a grant). This is £600 - £900 for 16 trees, and
£200 - £300 for other items (stakes, fertilisers, etc).

The Stanford Dingley community orchard was funded by a WBC Members Bid from
District Cllr. Chris Read. The Veolia sustainability fund (applications open spring),
International Tree Foundation (opens Summer), and the National Lottery Community
Fund (applying now) are all being explored.
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13.1.4 [Repair Cafe

13.2

13.3

The Sustainable Bucklebury Committee has decided to judge local interest in attending a
Bucklebury Repair Cafe and volunteers of help with a form which will be available on the
Sustainable Bucklebury website.

All electrical equipment bought to a Repair Café must be EET tested prior to any repairs
being carried out.

Works on the Common.

There have been a lot of changes on the common in recent months. All of the work has to
be completed before the bird nesting season (beginning of March), which includes:

e Coombes the main contractor for the gully clearance has now turned attention to
clearing the birch on the south side of the Lower Common, to extend the
heathland and now working their way east to Tomlins. Most of this is the birch
regrowth that established after the extensive fires of 1976/77. 1t is hoped that
some of the oaks and birch are left to give some structure and areas of canopy to
establish some biodiversity.

e Breakspear’s team has been working on the removal of the shrub and in particular
the holly in the triangular wood between Holly Road and Westrop Green to
encourage restoration of the understorey. They have now crossed the road and are
working on the eastern side of Holly Lane and working towards the Slade. They
are understood to have about 30 more days left out of 64 in total. This work
involves using a small 360 digger which removes the roots as well as the saplings.

e The clearance of the birch woodland and scrub from Burdens Heath northwards
has now been completed.

e (Coombes have collected the majority of the hardwood timber from the gully
clearances and lifted the temporary boarding from Holly Lane. This area has now
been replanted and additional fencing erected.

e Work has commenced on the aggregate footpath parallel to Burdens Heath and
this has been extended to circle back to the Car Park at Fanny’s Lane. This work
includes the removal of undergrowth and widening the path prior to the
installation of hoggin.

e Work on hallowing some of the ancient trees has started.

The removal of the understorey around Holly Wood (once part of Malthouse Wood), near
Ramsbury Corner has made a vast difference to this ancient woodland. The stockpiled
holly will die back in the next two years if it is not to be removed.

Beech trees are shallow rooted and if the compaction and competition can be reduced,
hopefully this work will preserve these ancient trees for future generations.

VE — Day 80 event (Thursday 8" May).

There is a meeting to discuss the event tomorrow evening.

13.3.1 |Food.

Cllr. Allum and Cllr. Woods have spoken to Graham Plank about a hog roast. BPC
would need to purchase the cooked hog (£750) and serve it. Graham Plank has suggested
selling rolls at £7.50 each to ensure costs are covered. The concept of selling pork rolls
in advance was discussed.

CllIr. Woods needs to have a conversation with The Bladebone Inn and Tutts Clump cider
about provision of drinks.

13.3.2 (Tents and games.

Four large tents have been offered for the event. Various traditional games, including tin
can alley, skittles and a coconut shy have been suggested. Sheep racing is being
investigated.

It was questioned whether the games should be free or whether charity donations should
be collected.
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13.3.3 Music and entertainment.

Conversations need to be continued with the choirs and bands who have agreed to
perform at the event.

The Aldermaston Players are performing a 1940s Revue and it is wondered if they might
be willing to do something.

13.3.4 Magazine

There is not very much information about what went on in Bucklebury for VE day. It
looks as if most people went to Newbury or other places. The few memories which are
coming forward aren’t local to Bucklebury.

Various options are being considered including a supplement in The Oaks. There might
be costs of buying pictures (such as from the Imperial War Museum), but these wouldn’t
be local.

13.4 |Memorial Hall.

Cllr. Morgan reported that the work on the disabled access and toilets should be carried
out at the end of February. Hallmaster is being used to manage bookings and heating.
Storage provision is being reviewed.

Whilst dogs are allowed in the hall, the liability is with the hirer. The Clerk will check
the insurance situation for people bringing dogs to coffee mornings. HP
14 Correspondence.

14.1 Department of Transport Public Inquiry into diversion of public footpath.

The inquiry for the diversion of footpath BUCK 158 from Hawkridge Farm to Frilsham
will take place on Tuesday 11" February.

15 Round Table Comments.

15.1 [Peaches Noticeboard.
Tactical Facilities Management are planning to install the Peaches noticeboard on
Thursday. This has now been installed.

152 |Defib Training.

To date only two people have registered an interest in the training.

15.3 |Website.

There are only a limited number of visits to the website. This may, in part, be due to the
issues with the security certificate. Once the issues with the planning app have been
resolved, it is suggested that we have a refresh and drive to get more visitors to the
website.

15.4 |Permitted Path from Bucklebury Village to Walnut Tree Cottages.

The Clerk will talk to the owner of the land the path would go through. HP
The meeting concluded at 9.55pm.

Date of next meetings:

BPC Planning meeting: Monday 24" February at 7.45pm — Committee Room, The Victory Room,
Bucklebury.

BPC meeting: Monday 10" March at 7.45pm — The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall.
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