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Minutes of Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins, (Chair), Cllr M Martin, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr A Hopkins, Cllr S Pennell, Cllr H Rogers, T Grimes (Clerk) and DCllr SM


1. To consider any apologies for absence
GP gave apologies due to ill health, which were approved.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s pay and expenses.

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 2nd June 2026 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no members of the public present but LH reported having been contacted about the entrance to the village where boulders and planting had appeared near the bin, but it is now all overgrown with nettles. She rang and asked NSDC about making the bin accessible when they next visit but they said strimming was a NCC matter. LH will continue to follow this up.
MM reported that there had been fly tipping in the lay by, which he had reported through the NSDC website and it was cleared up very quickly.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
The clerk reported having collected all the new resident leaflets in and updated them to reflect the new council address. She had also added the clothing bank and the pub closure to a few ready for immediate use but had not done all of them in case the pub re-opened. She asked who would like to be responsible for their delivery whenever houses sold and it was suggested that the same resident be asked to continue delivery. LH offered to get hold of the original design.
SP reported that he had been unable to log into the bank as he didn’t have a PIN number. The clerk has contacted the bank to resolve the matter.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
DCllr SM informed councillors that the results of the Local Government Review (the unitary council structure) are due this month. NSDC have been preparing staff for the change – a number of top staff have chosen to retire or leave and others are gaining as much experience as possible to apply for new positions to ensure Newark & Sherwood is well represented whatever the structure.
SM also noted that despite the news stating the A46 dual carriageway would no longer go ahead, it is still out for consultation between MPs so has not officially been vetoed yet.

7. To consider matters related to flooding 
MM stated there was nothing to report.

8. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
The clerk reported having received 8 emails and 1 verbal report from residents impacted by the smell of the lorries on the slip road mentioning 9 incidents during the recent warm weather. The clerk also noted that there had been a post about a spillage on the bridge over the A1 on 28th June. DCllr SM confirmed that the police were called and had made Pears clear it up. There were 4 further reports made by councillors at the meeting; GH reported and incident on the afternoon of July 6th, LH reported two incidents on the morning of July 7th AH reported a general lingering smell all day on July 7th. 
SM informed the meeting that she had asked NSDC Environmental Officer for help and he said that when it’s not a spillage he can’t get involved – it’s moving along the road so it’s a Highways issue. SM advised that all incidents should therefore be reported to Notts County Council on 0300 5008080, stating that a leaking Pears lorry is causing a lingering smell – the more reports the more likely an outcome. It is understood that the containers don’t leave Pears until they are full which can take up to a month hence the smell.

9. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
The clerk reported that the RSPCA had responded to the query about horse welfare by sending a leaflet. LH noted that the guidance therein states amount of acreage and feed required per animal and given the size of the plot it would mean a lot of visits to provide extra feed. She has used Google to measure the plot at about 0.4 acres of grazing. The application states the plot is 0.7 hectare which is 1.7 acres but the actual grazing area is far less so she called the case officer to ensure they are aware of the limited grazing area for their decision process. 

10. To consider matters relating to the website accessibility check:
a. Adding posters
The clerk reported having received a reduce, re-use, recycle promotion which was a weblink – it was in read aloud format but it did raise the question of whether council wanted the clerk to reiterate the main points of posters in an accessible format or not. Invariably they were supplied as PDFs which were not always accessible – the district and county council were better than most for ensuring they were accessible but the clerk needed to know a rule for all posters going forward. It was agreed that the clerk should ask the originator for an accessible version or it cannot be displayed.
b. Tabulated Pages
The page doesn’t work well because it is in a table and the blurb about each councillor requires left/right scrolling of one long continuous line on mobile phones which is considered unacceptable. The clerk asked if councillors wanted the minimal amount of text to avoid this, ie no description, no home address (following NSDCs lead) – just councillors names and emails listed in one text box. Councillors felt this was a better approach.
c. Excel Documents
Most of the transparency documents, such as the income and expenditure, explanation of variances and asset register (which are generated by the council and get converted to pdf) are very hard to read as they contain lots of rows and columns of data. The clerk asked how council would prefer this were tackled. It was suggested a statement offering an accessible format be put on the site but there was concern at how much time it would take and what cost would be involved in software to create an accessible format. It was therefore felt that Reasonable Adjustment would mean that this was unnecessary – the cost would greatly outweigh the benefit for such a council with such a small precept and staff.


11. To report on any meetings/training attended by councillors:
a. Safer Neighbourhoods Meeting
GP was absent but DCllr SM informed the councillors that the next meeting is due in July.

12. To consider matters relating to Great North Road Solar Farm, including
a. The future or JPAG
LH reported that the meeting on 29th June had been cancelled. The clerk reported having received an email from Muskham clerk stating that they could no longer host or organise the meetings and that the Hydrogen pipeline meetings should be controlled by a more impacted council. LH felt JPAG would continue and she was prepared to attend when possible. It was felt these should be led by someone more impacted than Carlton.

LH also reported that she had finally received Element’s Green’s response regarding the sub-station. It ignored several points raised and failed to include a cabling map – it just responded to the questions did they consider the existing substation and the response was no.

SP noted that EDF have now announced that they will be putting in an application to build a small nuclear plant at Cottam, adding to the mix being put in the area because of the ‘megawatt valley’ status resulting from all the existing infra-structure.

13. To consider responding to the following correspondence:
a. Notts ALC – AGM nomination pack
The clerk asked if anyone wanted to attend the meeting on 21st October and then whether anyone had any nominations or motions to submit, but there were none.

14. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To note the quarter end budget report
The clerk had circulated the report and councillors noted that all was on track.
c. To note the regular direct debits and standing orders
i. £20.99 for the email services from Hugofox
ii. Regular sum for clerks contracted hours.
The clerk submitted a timesheet for 17 hours 19 minutes, pay would be the usual contracted amount, meaning 2 hours 41 minutes banked for the year end work. 
d. To approve the following payments 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk225588325]Clerk’s expenses to Jun - £7.73
The clerk tabled a report of the printing undertaken in April, May and June.

RESOLVED: To make the above payment
(proposed: SP, seconded GH, carried unanimously)

15. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk tabled a copy of clerks & Councils Direct for circulation and also a newspaper article on Foxholes solar farm.
The clerk also noted that on 1st July (after the agenda had gone out) NSDC circulated a consultation regarding updating the planning policy. She asked if anyone had any comment to make because the deadline is 31st Jul – long before the September meeting. LH asked everyone to take a look and to submit comments to the clerk for collating. The clerk asked for comments within 10 days.
GH announced his resignation with immediate effect to pursue other interests. Councillors were sorry to hear this and LH thanked him for his contributions.

16. To note the date of the next meeting
The next council meeting will be the 1st September 2027 at 7.30pm. 
LH, AH and HR gave apologies – all will be away. 
HR then gave her resignation saying September was due to be her last meeting before leaving for University, but as she will be away in September, this had been her last meeting. LH thanks her for joining the council and councillors wished her well in her studies.

The meeting closed at 20.32
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