SWAFFHAM NP - Review and Developing Policies
1. The position on the emerging Local Plan 

NP process is very closely linked to the process for the emerging Local Plan (LP). The future milestones for the LP:
( Pre-submission Publication (regulation 19)- May to June 2017
( Submission to the Planning Inspectorate - July 2017
( Examination in Public - October 2017 
( Adoption - December 2017

So the first question is:  If SNP is going to be in conformity with the Local Plan strategic policies, the strategic site allocations of the LP should be reflected in the SNP. 

The issues and aims of the SNP have largely been set in the initial consultation. Do people support the same site allocations as the LP? See notes below
The Local Plan latest draft Delivery Plan, considered by the BC Local Plan Working Group on 3 February 2017, lists sites that are being taken forward for housing in Swaffham, along with the Green Infrastructure and transport so far identified by BC as infrastructure required in connection with these developments. I suggest the Topic Groups could take a look and decide:
· Does the NP wish to add other items? 

· Does the NP accept the Local Plan allocations?

· Does it wish to allocate further sites?

2. Road schemes, public transport 
Planned growth in Swaffham (700) will have the greatest impact in terms of additional traffic using junctions onto and exiting the A47. Norfolk County Council indicates the growth at Swaffham could be accommodated and strategic improvements to the junction would not be required. 

“Informal consultation with the Highways Authority has indicated that the A47 junctions can cope with additional traffic proposed in the plan period. 
The principle issue is the cumulative impact of traffic on the town centre, however the relatively limited number of homes and the piecemeal applications in various locations to the east and south mean that development is spread around the town. Therefore new residents will use a variety of routes to access facilities, dispersing additional traffic to some extent and reducing the impact on a single route… a bypass or link road is not a feasible or viable solution for the town at this stage”. 
Recommends Air Quality Management in the town centre with a focus on changing travel patterns to use public transport. 

· Public transport to serve the new development sites using an extension to the existing bus service network

Developers for site allocations 018 (land to the north of Norwich Road) and 010 (Land to the south of Norwich Road) have committed in principle to contributing £150,000 and £168,000 respectively to divert existing buses to Norwich Road providing hourly stops at peak times and two hourly services at other times for a minimum period of 5 years. The other allocation sites will also generate a contribution to supplement the bus service. 
For site allocations 018 (land to the north of Norwich Road) and 010 (Land to the south of Norwich Road), transport improvements will focus on providing a continuous footway/cycleway & pedestrian crossing for Norwich Road to link Captains Close to the town centre
Site 006 (Days Field in New Sporle Road) has outline planning permission for 51 houses. Early discussions with Norfolk County Council have indicated the developer should provide a contribution of £22,650 towards local public transport facilities. The development will also deliver localised road widening and additional footway provision.

Site 013 (Land off Sporle Road) has outline permission for around 100 dwellings. The outline permission refers to necessary local highway improvements including provision of a continuous 6m carriageway with pedestrian crossing, 2m footpath, visibility splays and extension to the 30mph limit. No cost has been estimated yet. 
Site 009 (Land to the west of Watton Road) forms part of a larger permission to the south of town adjoining existing Taylor Wimpey and Avant Homes developments, some of which have been completed. Principal access for the proposed 175 dwellings would connect with adjacent new development connecting to Brandon Road (A1065). This access has been created to a standard able to serve 335 dwellings and the Highways Authority is satisfied. Pedestrian and cycle links would be provided to Watton Road, together with an emergency access, providing an alternative route for residents to the town centre. No approximate cost has been identified yet.

Question: Are the SNP groups going to try to change this
a. by allocating more (as they are not allowed to allocate less housing)?
b. by choosing to promote different sites?
Would the allocation of 700 homes to Swaffham be so large as to be considered Strategic (in the way that the Attleborough SUE is)?
3. The SNP Vision & Objectives (as at present)
Business & Employment:
By 2026, Swaffham will have developed as an enterprising, attractive and prosperous market town. It will be the centre of a vibrant employment area, which also provides first class services and facilities to its rural hinterland.

Development will be driven by new employment opportunities, which will include engineering, research and development, logistics, food production and agriculture. Cementing Swaffham's perceived 'green' credentials, promoting sustainable development with retail outlets providing jobs and helping make the town a self-contained community.

Housing & Infrastructure:
New housing of an appropriate tenure, type and mix to meet the needs of the community will have been integrated with new and existing facilities. The town will be well supported by the necessary infrastructure improvements, including essential utility supply or services, and in particular with improved education, health, social and leisure facilities.

Transport:

It will be easy to move within Swaffham particularly by walking, cycling and public transport. lmprovement to the road network will improve access to and from Swaffham from surrounding  areas and support the natural growth to the town.

Green spaces:
Existing green spaces will be protected and further green spaces will be created.

The built environment will be protected and improved with high quality design, which employs renewable forms of energy. Protecting the environment will be a key principle of all development so that Swaffham will be at the forefront of sustainable living.

Heritage:
The overriding aim of the Neighbourhood Plan is to preserve the distinctive character of our beautiful Georgian market town in the heart of 'The Brecks', whilst improving the quality of life for all who live, work and visit the town of Swaffham.
Questions about the SNP Vision and objectives
1. Is the NP only extending to 2026? If not should the vision be revisited?

2. There appear to be no objectives relating to young people 

3. There appear to be no objectives relating to sport
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