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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th July 2022 
held in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, L Brown, Lloyd Smith, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4399.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Collins, reasons accepted.  Mr & Mrs Roger Parker were unable to attend and sent apologies.
4400.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4401.	To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th June 2022.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.

4402.	To amend/clarify the Guidance Notes for Public Sessions.  Amended Notes had been forwarded to councillors for their consideration.  Councillors agreed to the amendments proposed and new Guidance Notes will be prepared for the public seats.

4403.	To consider and amend if agreed, Standing Order 3.g   The Chairman explained the need for the amendments to coincide with the previous agenda item.  Councillors approved it

	As the meeting was adjourned for the public session the Chairman explained the import of the previous items.
	An unwarranted attack on the conduct of the Chairman and the ABC Ward Member during a previous meeting resulted in the Chairman having to force closure of the Public Session.  Our Standing Orders allow 4 minutes for a resident to speak with a total Public Session time of 20 minutes.  It is now proposed to change the Standing Orders to read 3 minutes for a resident to speak and the 20 minutes will be enforced.  Added time for planning applications will be at the Chairman’s discretion.  In addition, at the start of the Public Session the Chairman will ask who wishes to speak and which agenda item they wish to speak on.
The meeting was then adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4404.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
	a)  Planting of Platinum Jubilee oak sapling – Clerk reported that the Bishop of Dover, Bishop Rose, has agreed to plant the oak on Sunday 4th September at around 12noon before she leads the annual Pilgrimage to Chapel Bank.  Cllr Lloyd Smith agreed to liaise with the Clerk to make the final arrangements.
	b)  Ewe & Lamb sign – The Chairman informed the meeting that good progress was being made and the new post has been purchased.  The metal framework will need some work which Paul Stern has agreed to carry out.  Thanks were given to Greg Penoyre and Kate Miller for their continued work on restoring this sign.

4405.	Planning Application: (previously notified to Councillors)
a) 22/00965/AS  Land south of 63 The Street – Erection of a block of 3 stables & a barn. The Chairman explained that although this application had appeared on the Weekly List from ABC neither the PC nor the neighbours had received letters asking for comments.  As ABC’s consultees were not known it hadn’t been possible to invite them to the meeting and it was therefore  felt premature for 
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the PC to decide yet on this application.  After a short discussion it was agreed that councillors would give their views now and once the neighbours had been consulted and their views known the 
Clerk would consider whether to take the decision under delegation or if an extra meeting was required.  Clerk would now ask the views of those she thought might be consulted. and would ask others once she had the ABC list.
The meeting was adjourned at this point while the applicant asked a question.

4406.	To review Cemetery fees and charges.  The Clerk had prepared a spread sheet comparing our present fees with those of nearby Burial Grounds.  Our fees and charges were last increased in April 2016.  After a full discussion it was agreed to make an increase of 15% up or down to the nearest £5 overall.  
4407.	To review ‘Interactions with residents and the public’.  The Chairman explained that this had become necessary now that the Parish Desk could no longer be held (on the first Tuesday of the month) at the Tuesday Market in the village hall.  The Chairman had approached the landlord of The Swan Inn asking if it would be possible to hold it there once coffee is served in ‘Georgia’s Kitchen’ and had received a favourable reply. 
	Councillors agreed and the wording of 3.1 will be changed accordingly, together with 3.2 due to the change in wording for the Public Session.

4408.	To consider and agree projects for inclusion on a Highways Improvement Plan.
	It was agreed to put the following forward for inclusion:
· Zebra Crossing opposite the Ewe & Lamb
· 40mph limit along Peening Quarter Road
· Speed Indicator Device in Swan Street
· Sign to the Cemetery
· Gateway each end of the village on the B2082*
· Chicane each end of the village on the B2082*
· Move 30mph sign further out along Stocks Road*
The starred items could depend on the outcome of the proposed Stocks Road planning application.
	
4409.	Correspondence:
	a)  Email from Peter Burnett, Treasurer Outlook on Oxney expressing their appreciation for the donation which will help cover the increase in printing costs.
	b)  Commonweal War Graves Commission – Signage for War Grave in Cemetery.  Clerk explained that although she had asked for further details from two different email addresses, she has yet to receive a response.
	c)  To note – KCC Schemes & Delivery Team restructure update.

4410.	Payments for Authorisation:
	Clerk’s expenses 1st March to 30th June 2022  £77.29.  Agreed.

4411.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Clerk reported on the meeting held on 11th July.  The Caretaker had given an update on recent activities and is happy with the equipment he has.  The brambles encroaching from the perimeter on Coronation Field will be flayed in the autumn and a mini digger will be hired to clear back the soil deposited by gravediggers in the Cemetery.  Biffa operatives are no longer able to empty the Community Bin outside the Village Shop.  This gets full very quickly so it was agreed to purchase another one which the Caretaker will also empty.
	b)  Finance :  
· Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s Monthly Transaction Statement.  Noted.
· First Quarter’s Budget Statement.  Noted.
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c)  Planning:  Decision received:  
· 22/00782/AS  Underhill Orchard – Erection of a 12m x 18m Land Management Building together with the implementation of a permeable access track.  Granted.
· 21/01512/AS  The Redundant Barn (garage/store) at Ewe & Lamb Public House – Conversion & change of use of barn into dwelling with garden area and parking.  Refused.
b)  Open Spaces –
· Clerk reported that two small new trees had been planted on the Memorial Garden without permission.  One is in place of the apple tree which had been blown down in the winter gales.  Clerk to follow up.
· Cllr Lloyd Smith asked about the existing Play Area.  The Chairman explained that he was waiting to hear	from ABC regarding a possible land transfer being taking this further.
· Cllr Brown expressed her delight in the appearance of the Triangle.
c)  Highways – The Clerk had asked the Highways Steward for an update on the condition of the Smallhythe Road and had received a reply.  The water running down the road will be investigated by the KCC Drainage Team.  Agreed that Clerk should ask the Clerk at Tenterden TC for an update as the road comes within its boundary. 
d)  Public Rights of Way – A second vegetation cut is due from 11th July.  Clerk to check on the progress of the proposed diversion of AT80.  She and her co CAW have been carrying out spot vegetation clearance.
e)  Cemetery/Churchyard.  Paul Stern is completing the work to erect the fence along the perimeter wall of the Churchyard.
	
4412.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  13th September 2022
4413.	Items for Information:
a)  Cllr Brown reported on a Southern Water online Business Planning Stakeholder Workshop she had attended and found useful.  She had made them very aware of the existing problems in the village and had obtained useful contact names.
b)  Cllr Brown asked that the Clerk be awarded some remuneration for the extra work she had recently undertaken.  To be put on the agenda for the next meeting.


	The meeting closed at 21.35hrs. 

Appendix
              Planning Applications:
22/00965/AS  Land south of 63 The Street.  The applicant gave further information and councillors were able to ask questions.  It was explained to him why the Parish Council would not be able to come to a decision as to whether to support or object to his application at this stage owing to problems in the ABC planning portal.
	
