

HALTWHISTLE TOWN COUNCIL PLAY AREA RISK ASSESSMENT: COMB HILL
	ITEM
	MANAGEMENT OF RISK
	ACTION
	INITIAL RISK
H / M / L
	ADEQUATELY CONTROLLED

	List significant steps
in Job/Task
	Describe all hazards identified and their effects for each task
	Describe fully all controls applicable for each hazard. All controls must be valid in that they reduce severity, likelihood or both.
	Classify risk rating from matrix for each hazard
	Yes/No

	Play Equipment 
	Physical injury to members of the public
	· Equipment installed to current standards.
· Regular inspections – weekly by councillors, monthly by Northumberland County Council, annually by Rospa.
· Repairs carried as soon as possible by a competent person.
· Hazardous equipment removed from use/fenced off/signs erected/taped off, etc. 
· Phone number and email displayed for members of the public to report defects

	M
	Y

	Paths, safety surfaces, open grass
	Injury to members of the 
public, 3rd party contractors, 
volunteers.
	Recorded regular inspections for 
safety defects e.g. pot holes, glass etc. 
Repairs carried out according to the 
risk posed. 
Warning signs erected. 
Grass cuttings swept from walkways. 
Lighting regularly checked and 
repaired.
	L
	Y

	Bins
	Injury to members of the 
public, 3rd party contractors, 
volunteers.
	Regular inspections and repairs carried out according to risk posed. 
Dangerous bins removed from use, 
including base to prevent trip hazard. 
Bin constructed of toughened material. 
Bins emptied weekly by Northumberland County Council.
	L
	Y

	Fencing
	Injury to members of the 
public, 3rd party contractors, 
volunteers.
	Regular inspections and repairs carried out according to risk posed. Fence removed if in dangerous condition and temporary one erected.
	L
	Y

	Seating
	Injury to members of the 
public, 3rd party contractors, 
volunteers.
	Defective seating removed from use. Seating constructed of durable materials. Seating secured to ground to minimise vandalism. Regular inspections and repairs carried out according to risk posed.
	L
	Y

	Dog Foul
	Infection/ill health to members of the public, 3rd party contractors, volunteers.
	Bins provided and emptied regularly. ‘Dogs on leads’ signs erected. Request local authority dog warden patrols area. Grass walked and fouling removed prior to grass cutting.
	L
	To check

	Mowing & Strimming
	Injury to members of the public, 3rd party contractors, volunteers.
	All mowing and strimming carried out by 3rd party contractor, with their own insurance, risk assessments and method statements.
	L
	Y

	Gates
	Entrapment - members of the public, 3rd party contractors, volunteers.
	Regular inspections and repairs carried out according to risk posed.
	M
	Ongoing  check of gates in under 6 area.

	Trees
	Collapsing or damage causing injury to members of the public, 3rd party contractors, volunteers,
	Trees inspected on a regular basis and issues addressed
	M
	Problem trees are on adjacent land

	Footpaths
	Slips/Trips/Falls - Injury to members of the public, 3rd party contractors, volunteers.
	Paths checked on a regular basis for signs of damage. No vehicles permitted. Leaf clearance carried out regularly. Grass growing over path edging cut back regularly. Chippings on footpaths is cleared occasionally. Defects to footpaths are repaired according to the risk posed. 
	L
	Y
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