Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Shilbottle Parish Council  held on
Wednesday 9 February 2022
In The Haven Community Room


There was no Public Speaking, but Councillor Mrs Hood had received an email from a member of the public with regard to the parking of the chip vans on Grange Road and the removal of the seat outside 1 The Crescent. Councillors Mrs Haddow and Mrs Lewis had followed up these concerns. The vans have been removed – as to whether this is permanent, we do not know. The seat which was in the field adjoining  1 The Crescent has now been  re-instated but is  need of repair. Councillor Storey said he would make the refurbishment.

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the absence of the Clerk who had a medical appointment. Councillor Mrs Lewis would assist with taking the minutes.
Present: All Councillors and County Councillor Thorne.
There were no Apologies for Absence as there was a full complement of Councillors.
There were no Declarations of interest
Minutes of meeting held on 12 January 2022 were proposed and seconded and unanimously agreed as a true record.
Matters arising for discussion were covered by Agenda items.

· Correspondence  -
· Correspondence with NCC over Freedom of Information was still on going. Councillor Sanderson had responded to a further request by merely sending a copy of the letter he sent in November, which only re-iterated the facts the Chair had put to him. 
· Katy Gerrard – There have been several emails to and from our CSO with regard to village involvement and lack of communication. Mrs Haddow has requested greater involvement and a meeting with the whole Council.
· Alastair Kidd has submitted a new quotation for grass cutting for the year 2022 -2023. The Finance Committee will discuss this and make recommendations to the full Council. A further quotation has been received. Both quotations will be discussed prior to the next meeting.






Finance: The following accounts  for January 2022  were  presented for approval 
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Daniel Metcalf – increase in wages 					£24.00
Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£120.00
· Greaves Grindle 							£66.00
· Northd. Estates -rent for play area					£50.00
· M.E Haddow – inks, postage						£16.24
· Shilbottle Miners Welfare Trust – work on sleepers and play area	£150.00
· Daniel Metcalf – HP Inks contract					£15.99	
The finances were proposed and seconded and unanimously agreed.
Finance Committee  -  Report from Committee meeting held on 19 January 2022 was given. It was recommended that we keep with two Charities -GNAA and the Alnwick Hospice. Newsletter will be produced before Mid March and will give advice on Jubilee celebrations and how to access support via a detailed application form to the Parish Council. 
Mrs Haddow asked for a meeting with County re renewal of SLA. We felt we had not received value for money and at times had to chase up work to be done.
Mrs Haddow would contact Martin and Bob Hodgson and inform  the Finance Committee of date of meeting.
Planning
Approval for doors to be widened at 5 Leatherland Road  --Awaiting Listed Building approval.
Refusal for development at Viewlands

·  Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins stated that he had been in contact with Alastair and several issues were raised. The seat in the Welfare had been removed. Councillor Storey stated he would construct a new seat from what was left of the sleepers. The bins were still a little unstable – Mrs Haddow and Councillor Storey stated they found them to be in position. The zip wire was still too low. It was agreed that Councillor Storey would repair this and it would be checked by Alastair who was ROSPA qualified.
· Councillor Mrs Haddow proposed a vote of thanks to Councillor Storey for organising the bark at the Grange Road play area.

· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne had followed up on issues from last meeting. Very disappointed in vandalism of bus shelter. He would contact press.
Fly tipping outside La Khazana had been raised by Councillor Mrs Robertson at the last meeting. Trevor said he had raised the issue, but would do so again.
The development at Grange Road, had been discussed at Northd. Estates. Trevor would continue to put our case forward to Colin Barnes. Councillors insisted that out priority was Affordable Housing for villagers.
Councillor Mrs Haddow stated that only 10 questionnaires had been returned. The overwhelming feeling was a yes to good quality family/affordable homes.

· Update on involvement with police   		Councillors would continue in their efforts to get police involvement in the village and meet face to face with Councillors.

· Bus Shelter			 Still awaiting insurance claim for shelter OPPPOSITE Short’s Corner. Further estimates had been requested.

· Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors stated they had seen an improvement in the village and owners seemed to be acting in a much more responsible fashion. The Council thanks everyone for their efforts.

· Homes for Northumberland                             	Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison raised issue of a caravan on Lee Avenue which is parked on a pavement with cables extending to the house. Councillor Thorne said he would follow this up. Councillor Mrs Taylor raised the question of houses still remaining empty for long periods. Councillor Mrs Taylor stated that houses were left empty too long when families were desperate for decent homes. Councillors Hood and Aitchison and the Chair Mrs Haddow would follow this up.

·  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee			Newsletter with applications and date of celebrations will be completed and delivered before Mid March. The Committee would meet on 16th March at 1.30 p.m. in The Haven Community Room.

                New Year Newsletter		                    	It was agreed that the editorial team would meet on Wednesday 16th at 1.30p.m. in The Haven Community Room.

This completed all Agenda items and the Chair closed the meeting at 7.40 p.m. 

Councillors raised issues re:

Vandalism
Fly tipping
Planters
Dropped kerbs.


The date of the next meeting is 9th March 2022 at 6.30 p.m. in The Haven Community Room,
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