

Minutes of the 
Goodworth Clatford Parish Council Meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk202013836]Date of Meeting:	      Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7pm
Location:		   held in the main hall at the Village Club
                                                
Present:
	Councillors
	Clerk
	TVBC + County Councillors
	Others

	Roy Struthers
Ian Platt 
Alan Willens
Robin Welland
Steve Pyle
Henryk Kwaitkowski
Fiona Cross
Claire Henderson


	Eveline Attwood
	 Suzanne Hassellmann
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Presentation by Chairman of the Shop Association. The draft accounts for the financial year ending 31st December 2025 were circulated prior to the meeting. An extra fundraising effort was made in the village last year to keep the shop afloat. Although turnover has risen by 20%, there is still an estimated loss of £7000 mainly due to staff costs of running the Post Office. The Post Office has to be available 10 hours a day five days a week to qualify for funding. Qualified volunteers cover the majority of the shifts. They are currently only paying for three shifts a week but need to increase to five paid shifts. A grant of £6310 is requested.
Presentation by Representative of Village Club. A request was made for a grant towards the new Village Club shed. An asbestos roof has been identified so it has been decided to replace and reposition the new shed. A contribution towards the £8500 costs for replacing the shed and removal of the current shed was requested. The Village Club improvements were also outlined with hope for work to start soon. A Cllr asked how this will affect the Village Fete.
Action: Clerk to write to scouts requesting use of their hall on Monday 31st August 2026.
26022 Chairmans remarks – The Chairman said he was available to be Chair for another year if no one else stepped forward in May. He suggested that the roles and responsibilities could be cut back. Action: All Cllrs were reminded that were two vacancies to be filled and were requested to encourage residents to apply.
26023 Apologies for Absence – Borough Cllr Flood
26024 Public Participation – None
26025 Declarations of Interest – Cllr Willens declared an interest in 26033.7 and took no part in the decision.
26026 To Approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting – Resolved: That the minutes of the council meeting of the Parish Council held on the 6th of January 2026 can be confirmed and were signed as a true record of the meeting. Proposed Cllr Pyle Seconded Cllr Willens
	 
26027 Borough Councillors report – The full report which includes the following has been uploaded to the website, TVBC sets its budget at 2.96%;  Test Valley Borough Council has been nominated for an award for its work with the NHS to create the innovative Andover Health Hub; £1400 fine issued for fly tipping; postal vote applications need to be reapplied for; TVBC community resilience forum will take place Friday 27th March at Crosfield Hall Romsey.
26028 County Councillor Drew report - The full report has been uploaded to the website which included the following: Test Valley Borough Council has been nominated for an award for its work with the NHS to create the innovative Andover Health Hub; Council tax increase approved at 4.99%; Hampshire County Council has today published its first statutory Biodiversity Duty Report; alcohol support. 
26029 Clerks report (This was circulated prior to the meeting)
Maps on file indicate the land at Bridge Bank belongs to the PC.
Dog bin bags ordered and refilled.
All allotments have tenants and the outstanding payment has been resolved.
Audit date for dropping off documentation arranged 7th April.
Allotment hedges cut and invoice paid.
Complaint raised with TVBC & Southern Water with photos after resident raised concerns dog bin just emptied was refilled with assorted rubbish by the security guards put in place by SWA at the pump.
Training course all EMG attendees given instructions to attend on 5th March.
SSEN – have not charged for electricity use Oct & Nov and have sorted out their mistake!! Account closed with nil balance.
Nest Pension – Now set up account and 1st employer/employee contribution has been made in line with legislation.
Land registry – ongoing just need application documents signing by solicitor.
Weebly – asked for refund but account closed by Weebly. Advised by bank to order a new debit card. Dispute raised with bank who may want evidence, I don’t have any as the account with Weebly is now unobtainable, so payment will be refunded by bank but could be redebited in 60 days. The agreement etc was set up by a member of the village not the PC so the PC could be out of pocket by £14.94 plus 0.41p transaction fee. HSBC asked how much notice had been given to the cancellation and this could be why this transaction was debited.
Chased one outstanding licence payment- now paid. 
Allotments now all let & payments made with one resident on the waiting list (requested allotment after they had been allocated)
Tree Contractor- arrangements made with SWA for access for tree contractors at The Park
Alister Vietch Acorn representative will attend May meeting to update the PC & explain the grant process.

26030.1 Planning 
[bookmark: _Hlk213518050]26/00260/ FULLN Peagus Goodworth Clatford Lime Rendering to exterior walls Resolved: Parish Councillors have no objection to this application

260030.2 Previous applications
25/00/911FULLN Allbric Barrow Hill Awaiting decision
[bookmark: _Hlk106127642]25/00799/FULLN Land to the West of Romsey Road Winchester – Awaiting decision
[bookmark: _Hlk212823496]23/02105/CMAN Sludge Facility Cowdown – Awaiting decision.
2500399/CLE Water Tower – Refused now gone to appeal
25/01782/FULLN The Clatford Arms, Longstock Road Awaiting decision
25/02569/FULLN Green Meadows Green Meadow Lane Goodworth Clatford – Withdrawn
25216.2 25/02570/LBWN Green Meadows, Green Meadow Lane, Goodworth Clatford – Withdrawn
26/0036Fulln Larkfield Cowdown - Permission


26030.3 Planning Infringements Nelsons Land – It was reported that a building had been placed on the land and inert materials were present. Cllrs were disappointed because TVBC agreed to issue a completion notice a year ago. TVBC enforcement need to enter the land for an inspection, and the landowner is not currently co-operating. A court order will need to be obtained by TVBC before any further progress can be made.
26030.4 Approval of Neighbourhood Plan. The draft plan has been circulated, and one minor amendment will be made to ensure a policy is written to ensure the Land at Barrow Hill development incorporates the housing needs survey recommendation of twelve new properties. It was reported that they were currently awaiting a response from the NHP team at TVBC regarding using an environment survey that has already been produced by another party. Resolved: Cllrs approved the Neighbourhood Plan.
26030.5 Update on up for Land at Barrow Hill Development
Cllr Struthers reported that he was disappointed no progress has been shared about the section 106/CIL contribution by the developer or TVBC.

26031 Book Exchange – 
Cllr Struthers shared his proposal with an estimated cost of £2500 for a refurbished bus shelter with a purpose base enclosed bookcase at one end. It was reported that this would be completed early May. On completion a volunteer has agreed to monitor the area and keep it tidy. The facility will be outside the school and will be a welcome place for children to access. It is hoped to use section 106 contributions still held by TVBC.
Resolved: Cllrs approved the refurbishment and planned bookcase quote. The Clerk will apply for the section 106 contributions at TVBC for the children’s/young persons recreation area.

26032.1 Finance - Resolved: The financial statements between 1st December 2025 until 31st January 2026 were approved by the council and signed by the Chairman.
26032. 2 Payments for approval January 2026
[image: ]







Payments for approval February 2026
[image: ]
Resolved: Payments for January and February 2026 were approved and signed by the Chairman.
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26032.3 Approval of Grants Section 137. Resolved: Cllrs approved the Village Shop and Post Office application for a grant of £6310 paid over 12 months by standing order starting April 2026 - ending March 2027. Resolved: Cllrs approved £1500 to be paid to the Village Hall trustees towards the cost of replacing the shed. This would need to be paid before 31st March 2026 as the money will come from the remaining section 137 allocation for 25-26. All subject to the paper copy of the grant application arriving with the Clerk before the end of March.

26032.4 Approval of Play Park Inspections: Resolved: Cllrs approved contracting TVBC to carry out quarterly play park inspections for 26/27 at a cost of £242.05 plus VAT.

26032.5- Statement Check - Cllr Pyle carried out a check of the financial statement against the bank statements.

26032.6 - Nationwide Investment: Resolved Cllrs approved the Clerk reinvesting for one year when the current investment expires in April.

26032.7 – Beehive - The EMG have raised £700 from donations towards a Wild Beehive to be located in The Park away from a public footpath high in a tree. The Clerk will liaise with the EMG Chairman as to the exact location is not in the vicinity of the public. Resolved: Cllrs approved the payment for the Wild Beehive

Environment
26033.1 Footpaths & Highways. – Nothing to report

26033.2 Sheep wash – Resolved: Cllr Kwiatkowski reported that the old bins will go in the skip as there is minimum litter. The EMG have replaced the rotten posts at Bridge bank. Concern was expressed about rubbish near the water pipe Cllr Kwiatkowski will talk to the group.

26033.3 The Park & Estate Management Group – The following was reported.
Maintenance:
Hedge cutting complete in the Conservation Field. There is a raised manhole cover at the top of the main steps at the Sheepwash. The dead hedge in Riverside Rest has been reinstated and enlarged to try and prevent public access to the bank and river at that point. 
The Footpath co-ordination role currently needs to be filled. Secondly, any maintenance work on footpaths cannot solely fall on the volunteer group and should continue to be the responsibility of the footpath co-ordinator to arrange. 
H&S queries include protruding manhole at Sheepwash.
Replacement of fence posts at entrance to the park.

Projects:
Steps nearly completed in the Sheepwash, with one more set to add. This will then re-open the NE entrance, although the closure has helped maintain the structure of the turf due to low footfall.
We are also planning the replacement of the palisade that retains the bank and pathway into the Riverside Walk, starting in Feb.
Tree works on scheduled for 25-27th Feb, although entrance to The Park might be challenged with tankers currently occupying this location. 
The equipment shed at the allotments is in need of serious repair or replacement. It is leaking water and its security is not very high, considering the electrical equipment it holds. Suggest looking at the purchase or hire of a small shipping container to replace it, providing watertight, secure storage for expensive equipment used by the Volunteer Group. 
Roy to meet with EMG to look at mapping the boundary around The Park, ensuring we know exactly what we are responsible for.

· First Aid Resolved:  Cllrs approved payment of seven places for the EMG on a first aid course at £40 per person properly certificated.
· Discuss replacement shed for storage – Cllr Struthers will discuss requirements with Stuart EMG.
· Footpath Warden – Cllr Struthers will discuss with Stuart EMG
· Sheepwash – A manhole was protruding the ground; this has now been made safe. 
· Mapping of Land – This has been put on hold as the land registry maps provided enough detail.
· Resolved: Approval to pay for refreshments/lunch for training course at Sparsholt for  EMG attendees from Councillor expenses on 5th March 2026.

26033.4 Recreation Ground & Pavilion – Cllr Struthers will meet with a maintenance man to see what repairs are required at the Pavilion.

26033.5 Allotments – A small corner of hedge needs trimming back as the tractor could not access it. The Clerk will ask the lengths man if he could action this.

26033.6 Completion of monthly H&S Inspections- 
· Sheep wash – New steps almost refurbished, currently fenced off.
· The Park – Awaiting report, first phase tree work completed.
· Riverside Rest – No Problems
· Play Park – Nothing to report.
· Allotments – Hedge now cut but one area needs to be reduced in height. 

26033.7 Pan Parish Forum – Cllr Kwiatkowski reported that. 
· SWA work planned on sewage farm filters
· SWA will cover sewage cake so rain can not enter and produce sludge.
· Continue relining drains in the new financial year.
· Cllr Kwiatkowski will attend the next Parish Pan Forum in June which includes a tour of Fullerton.

Cllr Kwiatkowski had circulated some information prior to the meeting about using Public Health Act 1936 s260 to solve the drainage problem which effects the properties at the Longstock end of Village Street. Cllr Kwiatkowski requested £300-£500 to dig a better drainage ditch to allow ground water & sewage to speed up the natural flow of water. The owner of the property is happy for the ditch to be dug on their land. Huge pools of water gather outside 27 properties, tankers have been present in this area for many months. Sewage coming out of manhole covers is of concern. Cllrs discussed the proposal to dig the ditch at Parish Council expense and the purchase of a pump to reduce flooding. 
Action: The Clerk will write to HALC to ask advice as the PC is not the legislative authority to deal with surface water and drainage. Cllr Kwiatkowski will set up a proposal with more information.
Resolved: Cllr Willens will send the Clerk a letter to be sent to SWA about manhole that leaks when the sewage is not being pumped quick enough.

26033.8 Lengthsman – Awaiting update.

26033.9 Polices requiring updating in May’s meeting – The following polices are required to be updated at the Annual Council Meeting, Financial Risk Assessment, Health and Safety policies, Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Model Code of Conduct. 
The remaining policies will also need reapproving. Cllrs were asked to look at all policies to see where amendments may be required.

26034 Correspondence 
26034.1 E mail Andover Trees Reunited request to plant thirty plus trees in the Parish, EMG does not require any more trees at present
26034.2 Acorn Community fund e mail circulated with the community fund policy. Acorn to attend May meeting to provide further information.
26034.3 .CK Andover request for BBQ fundraiser for a player going to Zanzibar on 24/5/26.Insurance and risk assessment provided. 
26034.4 E mail – Concern expressed about exploration drilling on land behind the Crescent.
26034.5 PCSO Enquiry about beat surgery – The Clerk will thank the PCSO for the suggestion and advise they must make arrangements with the Village Club to hold a beat surgery.

26035 Date of next meetings
· The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7pm in Goodworth Clatford Village Club. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the 20th of May 2026.
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Bank Reconciliation

Business 

1,087.13 £               

Treasurers 

34,343.52 £             

M/M exp 6/11/2026

15,000.00 £             

M/M exp 6/08/2026

15,000.00 £             

M/M exp 6/05/2026

10,000.00 £             

Closing Balance as at 31st January 2026 75,430.65 £             


image1.emf
Business Stream £17.51

Clatford Shop Assn £437.50

YU  Electric £0.03

Sparsholt College £735.00

GC Village Club £9.00

Go Cardless Hugo Fox e mails £20.99

Go cardless Hugo Fox Website £23.99

Bank Charges £18.86

JRB Enterprise - Dog Bags £252.18

HMRC- Clerks tax & Employer NI £92.98

EM Attwood -Clerks Pay £839.79

JANUARY £2,447.83
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Nest Pension payment for January Pay £21.01

GC Village Club £34.80

YU Energy £0.03

Clatford Shop Assn £437.50

M Scott - Hedge cutting allotments £100.00

Go Cardless Hugofox emails £20.99

Go Cardless Hugo Fox Website £23.99

TVBC- Playpark  Inspections £283.38

Currys - Blue Ink refill £15.99

Wickes materials EMG 28th Feb £65.50

Stow Agriculture - EMG replacement Posts £50.63

 B & M - Stationary/paper/polypockets/folders £25.45

HMRC- Clerks tax & Employer NI £150.18

Clerks Pay £781.40

Nest Pension payment for February Pay £23.10

FEBRUARY £2,033.95


