
Haltwhistle Town Council - Minutes for the Meeting on Monday 2nd of February 2026 at 6:30pm Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor

Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr A Howells, Cllr S Dalglish
Also Present: Emma Ackroyd (Clerk), Jan Birks (Deputy Clerk)

22/26 – Apologies for Absence Cllr J Sheils, Cllr G Heppell, County Councillor Rachel Mathieson
23/26 Public Questions None received. 
24/26 Declarations of Interest None declared.

25/26 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th of January 2026 were approved as a correct record.
Proposed: Cllr A Howells, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved

26/26 Matters Arising from the Minutes No matters were raised that were not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

27/26 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
27/26.01 Grounds Committee Meeting
Members received the Grounds Committee update.
Public Bench Tender
It was agreed to issue the tender for repainting and repairs of public benches in the March edition of the Haltwhistle Herald and online, with a closing date of 1st of May 2026. Tenders will be considered at the May Town Council meeting.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved
Notice Board
Members considered quotations for a new freestanding notice board to be located near the bus stop in the town centre. It was agreed to proceed with purchase of the higher specification board (approx. £2,214), subject to seeking external funding support, including fundraising and application to the Haltwhistle Partnership Community Chest.
Proposed: Cllr A Cheverst, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved
Permission and installation arrangements to be discussed with NCC. Clerk to follow up.
Comb Hill Lights
Property owner has granted access for tree cutting to improve solar light function.
Tom Bowes to undertake works using appropriate equipment.
Proposed: Cllr A Cheverst, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved
Park Road Gas Works
Members discussed ongoing disruption and traffic concerns. It was noted that works are progressing, with attempts being made to maintain single-lane access where possible. Reports of speeding and school safety concerns were acknowledged. Clerk to raise concerns with NCC Highways.
FixMyStreet Updates
Recent reports noted including damaged manhole covers and camper van concerns. Ongoing monitoring to continue.
27/26.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
Painting of metal surround on bus shelter to be scheduled for warmer months.

27/26.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
Concerns were raised regarding poor-quality road patching works, particularly on Aesica Road and Comb Hill. It was agreed that concerns be escalated to NCC Highways regarding standard of reinstatement works. Clerk to follow up with senior NCC contact.

28/26 Northumberland County Council Report
A written update was received from County Councillor Rachel Mathieson.
Tynedale Community Partnership
Members discussed recent meetings and noted concerns regarding effectiveness. Suggestions for future agenda items included highways maintenance and the First School petition update.
Proposed Planter Competition
An idea for a town planter adoption competition was noted. Further details to be placed on the March agenda for consideration.

29/26 Police Report
The January police report was noted, including:
· Theft of quad bikes from Greenhead area
· Attempted theft from jet wash at Eden’s Lawn
· Incidents of antisocial behaviour

30/26 Neighbourhood Plan Work is progressing. 

31/26 Borderlands
Members received an update from the recent Borderlands meeting.
Swimming Pool Plant Room
Funding support remains positive but works are delayed pending pressure testing and surveys. It is now anticipated works will commence later in the year.
Public Realm & Signage
Improvements to town signage and connectivity were discussed as part of public realm proposals.
First School Petition
The petition has been accepted but the formal report has been delayed. It is expected to be considered at a future Tynedale Community Partnership meeting once the review process is complete.

32/26 Monthly Councillor Surgery
The recent surgery was noted. No members of the public attended.
Next surgery: 21st  February 2026 with Cllr A Sharp and possible Cllr S Nixon

33/26 Planning Applications No applications received.

34/26 Grant Requests None received.

35/26 Reports on Financial Matters
35/26.01 Bank Reconciliation & Payments for Approval
Bank balances, payments and income were received and reviewed.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved
35/26.02 Profit and Loss Report
The profit and loss report was reviewed. Expenditure remains within projected budget. VAT return to be completed.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved

36/26 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee
Land Registry transfer progressing.
Headstone safety works ongoing.

37/26 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
Members received an update.
Playzone
Progress continues on the proposed G3 pitch playzone for football and other sports. Match funding discussions progressing positively.
Swimming pool finances remain strong, with increased usage reported.

38/26 Media & Press Topics to put in the Herald were discussed.

39/26 Correspondence Correspondence received since the last meeting was noted.

40/26 Any Other Business
Correspondence Address
Relocation of correspondence address to the station was discussed. Clerk to confirm arrangements with landlord before bringing back for formal resolution.
Heatherlands Cut Through
Concerns were raised regarding the pedestrian cut through. Matter to be reviewed and clarified at a future meeting.

41/26 Date of Next Meetings
Village Green Working Group Thursday 19th of February 
Grounds Committee: Monday 23rd of February
Town Council Meeting: Monday 2nd of March at 6.30pm, Haltwhistle Library, First Floor 
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