	   

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 1st October 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present – Councillors D Mann (Chairman), T Jones (Vice-Chairman), M Peters & D Bowman 
Also Present – The Clerk to the Council
The Chairman opened the Meeting but adjourned for 10 minutes to await the advised late arrival of a Member
The Meeting reconvened at 7.10pm
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors S Brown, S Parsons and L Rock
Non-Attendance – Councillor A Sandhu
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

Councillor D Mann declared an interest in Agenda Item 10(iv)   

3. Public Participation 

(a) A request from a resident for the removal/repositioning of benches in Oakfield Park adjacent to The Spires was considered. It was noted that a complaint had been received from only one resident; no physical evidence existed (e.g. discarded joints, wraps or packets; no diary of incidents had been submitted and, whilst understanding the reason why, no incidents had been reported to the police. The Clerk was instructed to write to the resident to advise that the matter would be further considered on receipt of the diary of incidents and that the incident had been reported to the police [AP]

(b) A request from a resident that a submission be made by the Council to Kent Highways for the installation of a safe crossing point on Oakfield Lane near to Monks Orchard. It was agreed that further information was required, in particular the proposed site, bearing in mind the location. The Clerk was instructed to write to the resident to seek the further information and to explain the Highway Improvement Plan process [AP]

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

i. Apologies of absence from County Councillor Alan Cecil and Borough Councillor Steven Ridley were noted
ii. Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of a comprehensive written report from Borough Councillor Steven Ridley was noted

iii. Borough Councillor M Peters reported that (a) meetings regarding the proposed Local Government Reorganisation continues with the views of the Borough needing to be submitted to Government by 28th November and (b) the celebration of Black History Month was being launched that evening with an event at Temple Hill Community Centre

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd September 2025 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Financial Statements for the month ended 30th September 2025 were approved

(b) Risk Management Plan Assessment

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Risk Management Plan Assessment was adopted

(c) 2024/25 Statement of Accounts

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting with a covering explanation, the receipt of a letter from then External Auditor to advise that an unsigned copy of the Statement of Accounts had been published on the website and require the Statement of Accounts to be restated to ensure a continuity of the returned value of Fixed Assets was noted
 
It was further noted that the restated Statement of Accounts was submitted to the External Auditor on 3rd September 2025
(d) Insurance Renewal

Having been considered in advance of the Meeting the decisions to renew the existing policy at a cost of £4,569.97 and confirm a 3-Year Fixed Term agreement were ratified 
(e) Annual Fire Inspection – Oakfield Park Pavilion
It was noted that the required annual fire inspection of Oakfield Park Pavilion under the Preventative Maintenance Contract with Chubbs had been carried out on 15th September 2025 and that having past their expiry date two of the extinguishers have had to be replaced which, together with the cost of the inspection, had resulted in an unavoidable charge of £765.35 (nett of VAT).
In view of what was considered to be a high charge, the Clerk was instructed to source an alternative contractor for future inspections [AP] 
8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Wilmington Fair 

Members discussed whether, based on this year’s experience, the Parish Council should have a physical presence at future Fairs. Having noted that the Newsletters distributed at the Fair had been well received, Members considered that the benefit of Members being present in an official capacity was negligible. It was agreed that a decision would be made on an annual basis but that if it Members were to be present it would require the attendance of all Members

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Financial Statement showing income of £1,110 available for distribution to Charities/Performers and Council expenditure of £1,511.35 against a Budget Provision of £1,750.00 was noted

The exclusion of the press and public for the item 8(a)(ii) of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1(2) was agreed

(b) The Rosemary Centre – Update

The exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1(2 was agreed

(c) Highways Improvement Plan (‘HIP’)

No report from the HIP Working Group was available
(d) Citizens Advice Energy Community Reach Project

It was noted that, following the decision made at the September Meeting of the Council, an Outreach Session was to be held at Oakfield Park Pavilion on 23rd October 2025 between 10.30asm and 1.00pm

9. Items for Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]
(a) Oakfield Park Pavilion – Electrical Installation Condition Report (EICR)

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the initial results of the inspection carried out on 10th September 2025 were noted

It was further noted that, when completed, the inspection would cost £1,200.00 

It was agreed that the identified work that is required be commissioned at a total unavoidable cost of £2,475 + additional minimum costs of some minor work





(b) Borough Council’s Remembrance Day Service

An invitation to attend the Borough’s Remembrance Sunday Service was considered but, in view of the Services being held in the Parish the Clerk was instructed to decline on behalf of the Council [AP]

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Planning Applications received were considered and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made to the Planning Authority 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/00831/FUL – 233 High Road, Wilmington                                                                Erection of a single storey side extension and a front porch
ii. DA/25/01024/FUL – 23 Bankside Close, Bexley                                                                  Erection of a single storey rear extension and internal alterations 
iii. DA/25/01047/FUL – 5 Brackendene, Wilmington                                                Erection of a single storey extension to front elevation
iv. DA/25/00974/FUL – Wilmington Community Church, Broad lane, Wilmington                                                                                                     Provision of a storage container for the operation of the foodbank (Note – Having previously declared an interest Councillor Mann took no part in the discussion)
v. DA/25/00600/FUL – Land (North) of Rowhill School, Stock Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                              To provide new permeable surface to the existing access road, including some minor works to existing trees and landscape features
vi. DA/25/01088/FUL – The Orchards, 7 The Close, Dartford Erection of security gates and railings at a maximum height of 1.6m with additional hedgerow planting along the boundary (Retrospective Application)
vii. DA/25/00957/VCON – North Kent College, Oakfield Lane, Dartford                           Variation of condition 2 (approved drawing numbers) of planning permission DA/23/01434/FUL (Demolition of existing buildings, conversion of Blocks K and R for residential use and construction of new residential dwellings, and provision of associated infrastructure including access roads, car parking and landscaping. To provide a total of 93 dwellings) in respect of amendment to location of the proposed emergency access along the southern boundary, amendment of position of Substation A and provision of an additional substation (Substation B)
viii. DA/25/01130/FUL – 43 Edwin Road, Wilmington                                                              Erection of a two-storey side extension
ix. DA/25/01120/FUL – 212 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                    Erection of a two-bedroom granny annexe
x. DA/25/10194/TPO – 26 Chalet Close, Wilmington                                                        Application to reduce the Yew tree (T1) by 2 metres (6 metres to 4 metres) and to reduce the Conifer tree (T2) by 2 metres (6 metres to 4 metres), subject to Tree Preservation Order No.5 1960

xi. DA/25/01040/TPO – 22 The Close, Wilmington                                                             Application for T1 Pine tree to crown lift over property to give at least 3-4m clearance of property, reduce remaining overhanging limbs back to edge or property and to live growth using pruning cuts (as per annotated photo
11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

None
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members 

The Chairman reported on parking problems in the vicinity of Silver Birch Close and was advised that the issue was subject of actions taken or being taken by the  Borough and County Representatives
13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

[bookmark: _Hlk202781505]Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/00246/ADV – The Horse & Groom, Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington                                                                                                        Consent Granted
ii. DA/25/00772/FUL – Wyvern, Stock Lane, Wilmington                           Permission Granted
iii. DA/25/00396/FUL – 33 Sackville Road, Wilmington                           Permission Granted
iv. DA/25/00844/LDC – Temple Sheen, Rowhill Road, Wilmington Certified Lawful
v. DA/25/00934/TPO – 22 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                           Consent Granted

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
Planning Appeals lodged were noted being -
i. [bookmark: _Hlk193448978]DA/25/00121/FUL – Former Landscape Services Depot, Broad Lane, Wilmington   
ii. DA/25/00383/FUL – Rowhill Lodge, Rowhill Road, Wilmington                                                                                         
(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]


(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of Kent’s PCC Summer 25 Newsletter was noted
The following publications were available for Members –
· Clerks & Councils Direct – September 2025
· The Clerk – September 2025

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.50pm



[bookmark: _Hlk210232167]Signed - D Mann
              Chairman
5th November 2025
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