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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th November 2009 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon, N. Thom, Borough Councillor M Burgess,  Andy Bowtell Special Constable, 18 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1911.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr P Lyon declared an interest in agenda item 10a) 
Minute No. 1920a)  Cllrs S Mash and N Thom declared an interest in agenda item 10b) Minute 
No. 1920b) and Cllr D Lewis declared an interest in agenda item 10c)  Minute No. 1920c)

1912.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1913.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Karen Peck, Community Warden

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1914.
To confirm Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 26th October  2009:  After a short discussion when Cllrs Lewis and Lyon disagreed with the wording 'at this stage' at Minute No. 1909 the Minutes were signed with 5 Cllrs agreeing and 2 disagreeing. 

1915.
Matters Arising:  None

1916.
Planning Applications: These had been circulated to Cllrs before the meeting.


09/01128/AS  Potmans Heath House – Replacement Greenhouse.  Cllrs agreed to support this application.


09/01198/AS  Malthouse Farm – Removal of the agricultural occupancy condition.  After a short discussion four Cllrs agreed to support this application with 3 abstaining.


09/01271/AS  12 Coombelands – Extensions to existing bungalow to front and rear including alterations to roof to create additional bedroom with 2 x dormer and balcony.  New parking area.


Cllrs had listened to neighbours views during the public session.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application.  It is considered overpowering and out of proportion with other properties nearby. 

1917.
To consider further the forthcoming application by Ashford Borough Council to the Planning Inspectorate to regularise the exchange of land that took place for the Village Green in 1995 (by Woodland View) by arranging a date for a public meeting and to formulate the wording on the notice for the meeting:  The meeting was arranged for Wednesday 9th December to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm  As agreed at the previous meeting Martin Vink the Development Control Manager at ABC, Terry Mortimer the Monitoring Officer at ABC and a representative of Southern Housing be invited to answer questions from the public as well as from Cllrs. The planned housing development could be included in this discussion as it is sited on the registered Village Green. It was agreed that a flyer be put in the next edition of Outlook on Oxney for which the Council would pay.  Cllr Lyon to draft the wording for approval by Cllrs. 

1918.
To accept the Service Level Agreement:  Accepted unanimously.

1919.
To consider the proposed budget 2010/2011:  Each Cllr had a copy to consider before the next meeting in December.

1920.
Correspondence:


a) e-mail from Helen Lyon re the inaccessibility of previous Parish Council Minutes: Cllr Chesson has forwarded the Minutes from October 1985 to July 2002 to Cllr Lyon for inclusion on the website. .  Clerk to forward the Minutes from Sept 2002 to 1st May 2007.  Cllr Lyon had the Minutes from 2nd May to 2007 to the present time.
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b)  Outlook on Oxney – request for a donation towards printing costs. Agreed a donation of £750.


c)  KALC – re proposed Kent International Gateway.  Cllrs agreed to support the fight against this 


For noting

d)  ABC – E-mail re Statement of Community Involvement and Paper Planning applications – Our comments will be considered as soon as possible.

e)  Kent Highway Services – Parish Seminar 25th November – Cllr Lyon will be attending.

f)  KCC – Electronic Communication on Public Path Orders and Definitive Map Modification

Orders – Clerk had emailed agreement.

g)  Letter from Mr Brian Overy to the Chairman re Peening Quarter.  Clerk to reply.

h)  Letter from Martin Vink, Development Control Manager, ABC in reply to the Chairman's letter with regard to planning issues and commercial properties in Wittersham.

Previously Circulated

i) East Sussex County Council – Draft Bus Strategy Consultation     j)  KALC – Notice of AGM and Annual Report 08/09     k)  Oast to Coast Autumn 09 and Annual Summary     l)East Sussex County Council – Waste & Minerals Core Strategy Consultation on Preferred Strategy     m)  KCC Library Service – Mobile new arrangements     n)  Clerks & Councils Direct     o)  Local Council Review     p)  High Weald AONB Unit Annual Review 2008/09      

1921.
To Authorise Payment:


Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during October £100.  Authorised

1922.
Working Party Reports:


a)   Finance – Monthly Transaction Statement – To note that Grant from English Heritage for the cleaning of the War Memorial had eventually been received but so had another amount of £628  Clerk had queried this but due to the problems we had encountered English Heritage had agreed that this needn't be returned although it would appear to be an error.                                         


b)  Planning 


            Decisions received from ABC



09/01034/AS  Archers Post – Replacement garden outbuilding                               Granted


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Nothing to report


d)
Open Spaces 


i)  Clerk reported on the Site Meeting held on 24th October.  It had been agreed that ABC be asked to send an advisor with regard to cutting back the apple tree one side of the Churchill Oak and to ask whether it would be best to take out the horse chestnut tree on the other side or just to cut it back.  ABC have replied that they don't do that but suggested that we get our own advice.  Agreed that Clerk should do this.  The hole made by a missing stone on one step leading up to the War Memorial had been filled by Cllr Chesson for which thanks were given.   


ii)  It was reported that inappropriate materials had been placed on the bonfire on Coronation Field before the Firework celebrations which were still burning on the following Sunday during the Remembrance Day service.


e)
Cemetery –   
Paul Stern had very kindly offered free of charge to make a fastening for the new gate inserted in the metal fencing.  

1923.  Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i)  Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom reported that the back of the Hall had been made more secure and that the outside lighting issues were being attended to.


ii)  Parish Forum 28th October 2009 – Cllr Rivers gave a short report.  Rural Transport issues had been discussed especially bus provision and a map was given to each Cllr.

1924. 
Date of  next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  To be advised

1925.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   8th December 2009

1926.
Items for Information:  

            Cllr Lyon gave a short report on the Police Parish Forum he had attended.

The meeting closed at 21.13hrs
For Outlook on Oxney – Budget & Public Meeting

