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What else you can do

Instead of objecting, you can give the auditor information that is relevant to his/her responsibilities.

For example, you can simply tell the auditor if you think that something is wrong with the accounts or

about waste and inefficiency in the way the Council runs its services. You should make it clear that
you are providing information rather than making a formal objection. You do not have to follow any set
time limits or procedures. The auditor does not have to give you a detailed report of any subsequent

investigation, but will usually tell you the outcome.

A final word

Councils, and so local taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections. In
deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor must take into
account is the cost that will be involved. The auditor will only continue with the objection if it is in the
public interest to do so. If you appeal to the courts, you might have to pay for the action yourself.

Who should you contact?

For more detailed guidance on electors’ rights and the
special powers of auditors, copies of the publication
Council Accounts — a guide to your rights are available
by calling the National Audit Office on 020 7798 7000 or
downloading from the website hitps://www.nao.org.uk/

If you wish to contact your Council’s
appointed external auditor please write
to:

Cameron Waddell, Partner, Mazars LLP,

local.councils@mazars.co.uk
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