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68 Cadman Drive,
Priorslee,
Telford,
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 TF2 9SD

29th January 2020

Tel: 07960 945771
Email: clerk@wooreparishcouncil.org


To: 	Mr Owen Paterson MP
	House of Commons	

Date: 	29th January 2020


Dear Mr Paterson,

We have been watching the news bulletins and various discussions in the public domain regarding the imminent decision about the future of HS2.

We are requesting that you continue to ‘lobby ‘the Transport Minister and the Prime Minister (PM) on behalf of the residents of Woore Parish especially if the proposed meeting with the PM, and Government MPs who are against the continuation of HS2 in its current form, is reinstated. 

Please see below what we believe is a reasoned argument which would resolve the problems we face in the destruction of our Parish in Shropshire and indeed the devastation of whole sections of Staffordshire in the two adjoining Constituencies belonging to two of your colleagues.

One current alternative option to HS2 phase 2a proposes upgrading the existing intercity railway line infrastructure between Birmingham Interchange to Manchester Piccadilly, followed by next phase development of the East/West rail link so desperately needed in the North of England i.e. a ’T’ shaped  arrangement at Manchester Piccadilly from central Birmingham – then east towards Leeds and west towards Liverpool.

The goal of getting the upgraded and modernised rail link where it needs to be in a more timely manner (in the north of England) will absolutely support the PMs pledge to fund the development of the Manchester to Leeds section of the railway as part of the post-election promises made.

We provide bullet points as to why this is a viable proposal.

· This direct intercity north/south route from Birmingham to Manchester exists now without wholesale destruction of existing communities.

· The currently proposed new HS2 route section through to Crewe from Birmingham currently does nothing to prioritise getting the new railway infrastructure to the north of the country. 

· Crewe is not disadvantaged by this option because they will still have current daily links to Manchester in the interim and could benefit from having an upgraded rail link following completion of the upgrade from the Birmingham to Manchester section of the current railway route.

· This solution provides a realistic compromise that would support the creation of the badly needed new rail infrastructure in the north and avoids the devastation of existing communities and landscapes.

Arguments about money already invested being wasted do not hold water;

· The current on-going changes to the M6 Junction 15 access road is not wasted because the Jnc 15 access was always badly designed and dangerous.

· Compulsory purchase homes will be returned to the housing market at ‘un-blighted’ prices and have the potential to ‘turn a profit’ if properties need to be sold back to the market.

· Expensive and destructive changes to existing communities needing to accommodate heavy vehicles and movement of tonnage never visualised when these rural roads were conceived will be avoided.

· Devastating effects on the mental and physical well-being of communities will be removed.

· The dire effects on small local businesses will be stopped.

This argument stands even if the Government decision is to continue with HS2. We would argue that it would be better to cancel the Phase 2A section and create a connection from the East Midlands Hub to Manchester then onwards to Leeds and Liverpool providing a quicker and more cost effective plan.

To reassure you, we are not stopping our preparations for the formal Petition to the House of Lords. The focus of the petition remains seeking support to direct HS2 to use an alternative solution to the proposed route which is a totally illogical and expensive lengthy detour through our Parish together with extensive sections of Staffordshire. 

We are very grateful for your continuing support in this matter,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Yours sincerely,

M.E. Cowey


Chairman of Woore of Parish Council
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