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.
LOVE WHERE WE LIVE AWARDS.
TWBC’S Annual Love where we live awards have now closed for nominations and the Parish Council entered parishioners under four categories. We are really pleased to announce that two of our candidates have been shortlisted for the finals in the following categories:
Sports Achiever of the Year - Ben Baker
Ethical Business Award – Steve Eastwood

Heath Stores have also been shortlisted for the Ethical Business Award and Zane Cheeseman for Sports Achiever of the Year!  So very well done to all of these candidates.
We wish all of our village candidates well and are keeping our fingers crossed for them at the finals in the Assembly Hall Tunbridge wells on 11th October!

SPEED WATCH
The Role of speed watch coordinator is still free if anyone feels they could step forward to assist with this. It involves giving up a few hours a week to coordinate the rota for volunteers and send data back to the police.
Unfortunately without a coordinator , it is unlikely that speed watch sessions will be able to resume at present.

Please contact the clerk if you can help.
PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
The parish council now has a vacant seat following Cllr Stanton’s resignation. 

If you have a keen interest in the Parish and meet the following criteria, perhaps you would consider the role.  The qualifications for candidature are:

-
you must be over 21 years of age

-
you must be a commonwealth citizen, citizen of the republic of Ireland, or a citizen of another member state of the European community

and you must fulfil one or more of the following qualifications:-

a)

be a local government elector of the parish

b) 
have during the whole of the previous twelve months occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish

c)
your principal or only place of work in the previous twelve months has been in the area of the parish

d)
you have resided either in the parish or within 4.8 kilometres (3 miles) thereof during the whole of the previous twelve months.

The vacancy will be filled by the co-option procedure voted on by members of the Parish Council, as soon as possible and the Council would like to hear from all interested candidates by 10th October 2016.
Prospective candidates should be aware that all members of Horsmonden Parish Council must agree to abide by the Horsmonden Parish Council Code of Conduct.  The Code of Conduct may be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk.

NATIONAL NUMBER FOR POWER CUT INFORMATION- 105

UK Power Networks have alerted us to the launch of the new national power cut phone line – 105 – to help people contact the company that looks after their electricity network. This would be UK Power Networks for London, the East and South East of England. 

The number, which is available to electricity customers in England, Scotland and Wales, will enable people to report or get information about power cuts as well as report damage to electricity power lines and substations that could put themselves, or someone else, in danger. 105 is funded and delivered by the electricity network operators, and is a first for the UK’s energy industry. As well as calling 105, people can find more information on the website: http://www.powercut105.com/ 

NHS KMPT 

Kent & Medway NHS and Social Care Partnership Trust (KMPT) have asked us to help publicise what they do.  They are a large NHS organisation dealing with mental health throughout Kent and Medway
.

They have launched their Single Point of Access service, so that anyone needing mental health support can contact this service no matter where they live in Kent and Medway (0300 222 0123).
The group can also come and give a talk at community groups about the services they offer and if you would like more information about this please contact them 
at communications@kmpt.nhs.uk or Phone: 01622 724121 between 9am until 5pm

INDEPENDENT GUIDE TO CARE AND SUPPORT IN KENT.
A new, updated, independent care services directory has been published which gives readers crucial information on how to access, and pay for, care services throughout Kent.
The new edition of the independent publication and accompanying website give information on all aspects of arranging care and support in Kent. It includes how to stay independent for as long as possible, the different care and support options available and what to look for when choosing a care provider. It also offers guidance on important issues such as paying for care and what financial assistance may be available from the local authority. There are comprehensive listings of all registered care services throughout Kent, plus checklists to help you ask the right questions when visiting services.

The directory will be available throughout the region from outlets including carers’ centres, hospitals, GP surgeries, Age UK and the Alzheimer’s Society. It can be downloaded from www.carechoices.co.uk and is also available in spoken word. Copies of the directory, further help and information can also be accessed via the directory’s free telephone helpline on 0800 389 2077. 
HEDGES
A gentle reminder if you own a hedge which borders the pavement or  road   -  now is the time to start cutting it back if you have not done so already.

Please prune back to your boundary line and remove excess clippings from the road, or pavement.  
The Parish council would be most grateful of your assistance in this matter which helps to keep sight lines clear and avoid pedestrians from having to step off the pavement, thereby helping to prevent accidents in our village.
DROPPED KERBSTONES

Please remember when parking to be courteous to others and not park over dropped kerbstones. Dropped kerbs are there to aid those with mobility vehicles and pushchairs up and down the kerb and if parked across these people cannot gain access.  Horsmonden parishioners who use mobility vehicles have experienced a lot of problems with people parking over the  dropped kerbs outside Heath stores and the Village green in particular and have sometimes been trapped on one side of the road for some time–prevented from crossing by someone who has thoughtlessly parked over the dropped kerb. Very frustrating –especially if it’s raining; so please have a thought for others when parking in these areas!!
FORTH COMING MEETING DATES
Parish Council Meeting – Monday 3rd October
Planning Meeting – Tuesday 18th October
Parish Council meeting – Monday 7th November

Planning Meeting – Tuesday 22nd November

A schedule of meeting dates for 2016 is on our Parish Council website and on the parish notice boards. They are also advertised on the Councils website along with lots of other useful information - www.horsmonden-pc.gov.uk. 
Please feel free to contact the clerk, as below.

Lucy Noakes (clerk) on (01892) 724989

Clerk to Horsmonden Parish Council

Telephone: 
01892 724989

E-mail: 

clerk@horsmonden-pc.gov.uk

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS:
Kent Highways services 03000 418181
Tunbridge wells Borough Council 01892 526121

Environment Agency 24 hour Flood line:08459881188
PCSO Jenkins - 079769584279
PC Moody 07800 6753434
Non emergency Police line – 101

Emergencies only  - 999
UK Power net works – Power cut -0800 31 63 105 on a landline or 0333 32 32 105 (if calling from a mobile)

