Withington Parish Council
Minutes
Meeting  held on Thursday April 23rd  2015 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Room.

Present: Councillors Lesley Stone (Chairman), Phil Heath, Alan Williams, and Martin Timmis. Shropshire Councillor John Everall. Tom Taylor (Parish Clerk), and 44 members of the public
97/2014: Welcome:

Cllr. Stone welcomed everyone. She asked that only one person spoke at a time, and not to repeat points already made. Much work has been done by the action group, and it is important to gauge the opinion of the village, and to decide the Parish Council’s approach to the Planning Application for 17 houses

98/2014: Apologies:
Cllr. Helen Thomas as she has a prejudicial interest.
99/2014: Public Forum:
There appears to be 100% opposition to the application, which is completely out of order. Objections need to be made by 1st May. 
Cllr Everall said he would ask for referral to committee, he would go himself to represent the village, and it was important for a representative of the PC to speak as well. The more objectors that can attend, the better. The Parish has decided to be classed as ‘Open Countryside’, and must stick to this. He thought it would not come to Committee until July. Everyone must put in an objection; it needs to be a simple statement, about the lack of facilities, and narrow lanes. He can take letters in for people.
There are three ways to provide objections – on line, by letter, and by asking for help to do it.  People outside the village appeared unaware of what is happening, but all have been circulated with the action sheet.

A question was asked about whether the school at Upton Magna was full, but this was denied by a Governor.

Approaches for help might be made to other Parish Councils, cycling and horse-riding organisations (?Hunkington Farm)
The CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) of which the PC is a member, has looked at the application and agrees with the objections. The Councillors agreed to ask for the organisation to lodge an objection on our behalf.
Shropshire Wildlife Trust has already lodged an objection.

Cllr. Timmis pointed out that the design and access statement with the application was misleading: photographs did not show the true nature of the area; it claims that it is natural infill; it says no trees, hedges or aquatic life.

There may be an appeal against refusal. Cllr. Everall said there is no appeal available for the Parish if it is approved. A good Inspector is needed.

100/2014: Declaration of Interest:

None. 
101/2014: Planning:

It was resolved unanimously strenuously to oppose the Planning Application 15/01413/FUL by Shropshire Homes for 17 houses on land east of Sunnyfields

102/2014: Date of next Parish Council meeting:

Annual Village Meeting, and Parish Council AGM: May 20th 2015, starting at 7.00pm. 
Minutes Confirmed as correct

...................................................

Chairman

8th July 2015 

