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INTRODUCTION

The rspechon for this putsdiconan come Yom o faecnoting ok given
0 the socety in 2073 by Mary Pochin. dougnier of The sociefy’s e
founder Alhead Fochin | had only recently Kined he society of he
fme. The nomes of Ihe peopie and events mansonecd Dy Mary in her
Sresenioicn ferefor infialy meant very itle o me. Sowever ihe
foct mat e socety had chwoutly enyoyed o long ond nterestng
netory croused my cunosity. Coming Ocmoss O rone surviving copy of
a colechon of short enoy: pubishes by he sociefy In 1995 o mark
i 50" onnivensary mode me aven Mo culous. The sboequent
cacovary of on even e pamghiet wiien by he iofe Bonche
Fochin, Ahed’s wiiow. putished Dy e 1ociety i 1974 mlectng
on the 43t guarter of @ cerfuy of he ICiey's elitence. provided
SOamonal ineghm o I Ioemarion ond ecry yean. Furthar vouoDie
Infarmation come 1o gt when | weos nviled. kst yeot Dy one of
he sociefy’s past predcenty,. Roysion Evang, & ke Doseson of o
vorficie teques howve of commifies meetng mincies esnbiton
cofgiogues, pholograpiin and offer 10Ciely coCWmann which hoo
an well profecied Dot oifenite uUncERsDed and Lreo 1k amc
for mony yearn.

e et of nfanmation menticned SHave. Qeern ihe conddercble
s B ihe siory ot 28 rermaned. would howe Deen Dorely
wiicient on thelr own 10 LPEOT O Comprenentve acCount of the
wociety's halory. A couple of v 1o Ihe Lichiei Secoms Ofce af
e hicry, Ut Defors il Conre with the mtenion of Sowing ough
e of mcyofim confoining ot ues of e Lichfers Mercury
he hope of uneorining QdANonal MoReNG QUICAly proved 1o De
Q depningly lecous ssencie. Tha ottemgt wai irersfom Dot %O
ore 1Os. Howawer he Unaupecied aacavery. n Jomuary of ha
yoox, Mmat dgicsly wonned copem of Me Macury covenng e
yeors 1930 © |V had recenily Dean oo 1o e wetute of e
e Newspaper Acchive suacenly made If cositie 10 Nfercgote
with reicive oQie T particulonly welyl source of INormation. The
Merciry hen regulcrly covared Ihe soCiefy’s pubiic sshitificns and
ofen provided accounty, many of hern Raraled of events hat
o Jometmes Only Drefly mertoned i e OCEy S Own BcoeTk
i not orly MOoe e SOSSWOMR Of IUOOICT MUCH Sosey Ong mone
igmriing: # ko provcied 8w nat the ¥ B cioer - aibeit
Grly Dy o few rmorits - ihar it had previootly Defeved il o be

For most of 33 esistence. ihe tockety hos Iohen 1943 1o e he yoor in
which £ won founced. B3 fnf pubic esfitston ad ndesd fake Doce
1 ure of Ihat yeor MOweve COMempoNTy repcrts i ine Mercury
how NGt the 1ocelty’s ! meeting. peomnently odvensed in e
newIpoper ond attended Dy O mubdonics number of mambDerns
ock plocs n he Guiihal os early at Oclober | 344, This puticoton
hereiore lenes ihe cpporiunily 1o put Pie recosd ssosgnit. The chance
10 rewrite history  cibeit anly e Pstory of he Kool Ot wcely ©
which | belong. wes nof one ' be ightly posses upl

The owaiotdlity of e »Oous Iwrces of Nfamoton Mendonea
chowe i mokss It MUl o produce 0 MeoNcol occourd that
5 bolonced and compiefe. The Secision Ao iefl e tory Chiefly n
piChses ralet on he ChOonce wevivel, especiaoly Suerg the socely's
safies yean. of sslafeely few photographs tgken Defome e odwent
of popudor camesn wue and cananly well before 1he recent giobal
Fraromencn of USIQUEDLE SNarpRone-enciied photography anda
e modem vogue for foking efler’, Al O ComegUencE. MOny
of e Uung Noet WO NOve Cone thar saiont DF 10 kesp he
Woiety QOINg SOWN e yeor: mmol Nof Only uraung. Dut oo iarpely
nviie. | con ihesione Only oifer Me e QPCOgyY for omitors
ond ceficence: of this Mnd IOt was given in the iInflocucion o e
Doty s commemoraiive SO aresvencry Dootiet Oong ooeT ot tha
SCcount hat oot only been “Inited by ime. Doce Qna kNOwWedos”
DUt obo fequently Dy he oteence of phofographic eWaonce
| hape howewst hat thiz preck of the ciety's oiory, degde B
sharcomngs. & of rieres! 10 Cument ana Mure mermders who may
1hare My CuscEty obout Il post ond about Ihe Deopie who have un
Ona mppoted i1 Thould e sociaty Il esal verty Sve yoors Som
now. | hope If may oo be of uae o Gnyene hirking of producng @
commernative cenfencry pubication,

Jason fecass
Jeghermber 201V



THE HISTORY (1944-2019)

e Lichiedd? Marcury hos Deen g regusor
reporter of the Lichdeia Society of Artists
activities fvoughout ity 7Syear history. The

e Mercuny s repart on &

The Valiant Men of Arnhen,

THER VALOUR HAS NOT Been N Vam
unt-mlmn.ovmm-m
L

Wociety wox founded in 1944 ona resaly
Coded el the Lichieit ana Denct Scoety
of Arts fa refect ity nciuson of e Teee
Dronches of musc. panting ana arama. &
gmadualy nasowed its focus and. n 1954
changed i nome 1o the Lichfielid! and Deinct
Jociety of Artan belore setfing n 1975 on
the shorter Nnome Dy which i1 5 nown 1ocoy
he At menton of e wociety in e Mercury
cppecred n he mue putiahed on Facoy 4

Ocrober 1944

| ¢ GENERAL MEETING
_0:_—-..—-

T ooverament On Me ot poge
of the Lonfleks Mercury |4 Ociobar
1944 rwited pecpie 1o aoffend o pubic
meeting n he CGulchall on Wednesaoy
11 October with 1he purposs of winring
| wpeor for e propased formotan of
QoCety aevoied o e procics and
cpereciation of ot and Croity. Manfion
of “Ihose in Couniry Qrecs’ Nows Inot
ha woaly ught 1o atrac! rmerben
S outsioR 1he Gy 03 well 03 Inoss
ressatd i 1. Thyoughaut s Mesicey
Sound nolf of e waciety's mearoerns
have Nypicaly tean Oy reucent
wilh) tha other haf caming kom the
renedalel unouraing arec) n the
St os 'wall Ot PO places rther
ofnic wch on Connock, frdngton
Bugeiey. Tormwaortn, Shafforct Sumion
Cokifei: ona Welses

he reget an page 4 of e Assecury (4 OO cDer
1944) proviced infoamation oBout The putsic
meoting ooverued on he hont page of
e ame e Ihe heodine s reference o
movation’ conveys ihe novellty af e vyertes
The oo peaep Of 1he 3OCENy 5 Oognc
amishon ranged Bom Tusc N of i Dearches
0 he dl o Cuphae. Srohffectise ond
CFCETG ol ity s, o sougt o cpsecs
o many dfferent nfaresty. e Potement
Mat saome aghty Desors Gm e
of membeni’ arel he Srmouncement
of Me Locety s Interfion 10 gve peccl
sncoasopemeant 10 DO uvende (et
opmmed in tha longuage of ha e mat
have Dean LCERng © G POCUONon wednec
Dy yoan of wor ond Seprvaton. The regicrt
names M A D Fochs ox T Deson 10 Contat
N COMechon =ith o maetng o be heigdon 11
Oclobar 10 ot things mowing”

Ocfober 1544 af on rtatve
1o foom a new arts socety ‘,r..,' RERGEt—y
cppecred drecty clongude he -_:—-. -c:'-'.... ..‘-;:-. n
reproduCtan of O ‘eher withen | Mg Gt~ ¥ ‘F Saieesn ond PRSI e
Dy ine Colane of he South -th-*- v Ema. fhao) : _,. .
B R B A B e ey
Slofficrcuhbe Regement. Majce g . | -
Geneml £ §. C. Commings. '&- .'h-." L~
deacriting the outcome of PO, Mol B b e
one of ihe mos? fomaous Datfies b owee hame (o warte . the . o R
. e e mal preve tesy Y | Geeyende
of e Second Wona Woe . g i AR L O
< Dies whe emadt - e e B e
Me Borte of Arnern (1724 ! -ﬂ“-. - Pne Sed .._:»"ﬁ-—‘ W | S
Seotember]. N which mamben =T ',.“‘“"“""u Paginang : ..._-"'"", - G
of e Jouth Siaftoradree O y ..“-‘:.,“"“— — )
Regiment payed on mpenont §.~ e o pema L AU e W S
rele, hod been havoicoly fought | e sees m‘“*-: TR
ona bleadily 10w In Hollona st e iy, T0E
0 faw doys previcudy . Dewpite ’ ""’-—lw-‘v—-mr‘: Retemms Rey
It reference o 'ha mognifcent | - Reitle of e wer. e
‘eat of anme’ ana fo “the moat ot e e S arwnthy gu O Bk Crums Ade
] — R (Rllecn wirme WOW  shasde . l&k
goncus oatte of the war', he F e S T0 ASnt asme | W DR ke e o
Pork dotement ot the cost | | J0F wa aad Senr s ur — e e
hax been hecowy” would have gl Ny —_—
Ty aes
prepared readen fa bmce : Rave el the alth T b e ':‘::.M FE—
Merreetes 1O the GINT) Aitws 5|ty m‘.....‘:.‘.:.-_".: P e Y~y
e . RN o e W
that mony men noa been kileg e Y sttt | st & o ¥ W
n M ignihing e Stetee t— e (e Bt B O
‘,‘:“—msu;‘.“—m P, B . v
- el T W e e >
s e B e Pt -
iy Srcmuade have :.. Ll L -

1944, 5 reprocuced with he Wno
perrrasion of e oMo e Regrrent
Maasum. vatien reporh on the same poge
of e Mercury descoting very ifferart
civiian gng miory RecCOUDoROns
Cconveyad Ine reciily of e N wortme
Brtan n iofe 1944, Newa CDOUr Armihern
oLl have Deert Sahetang 1o recx for
DRrecwed MfOees ONd Mo with Ioveq
el serving In e 2 Saftolon South
Sloftorisres Regrmont (AMDorre). The wocceshid
D Ooy nwostion on the beache: of Nommandy N June |4 howaver, B hiown ot he
coune of INe wor OO Geocly umed Aecsvel N favowr of the Ales. An ana 1o Me coriic?
WO N Nght If wa possie, n Ocicoer | 744 1o anviioge @ hapoier asittlence and. ncees gf
BOst ior Ihose 0 chvlian e Of home. 10 o same®ung 1o help tnng § ctout




he society's founder, Alhed Dowis Fochnm, wos a designet
acughtyman, engineer photogragnes and ormateur
@ronomer, Hs widemngng cultural irtesests NnCluded
music ond opeg ana he hod 0 paticuiar enfhusaam for the
YUK ot He may not have Deen, N N2 own elimcton, o
pomcuiany gitted ortis?. DUt ke wes e mon reporsse for
gehing he sociefy doried. In he words of hix wife, Slonche.
many yeor icsee “The wor wot neasng its end when my
hushond soxs one ooy, “You incw wa ought 1o have 0
wockety of atahy i Uohileid ond | om gong % Ty ona sort
ona™', To begin wiln, he ugh! he odvice ond expertie
of he fooridotie Pancipal of e Lchifiesa Schoat af Art

Aled Davis Pochin

M E M. Scicneion Fint AMC FRSA. He
080 ecured he influenicl Jupport of
he Chaach in he penon of the Bskop
of Lenfieid, Or Ectwand Spciney Wooos,
wha became ine socehy s ind Presaent
Photo of Atrec Fochn suppiec Dy ha
coughte: Mary Pochen)

Framinent rmanion n e Mercury (0
Ocrobear [ 944 of 1ne ooy s Wrenerne
pocitifies’ Dot Lchield 1 'new winise
o o on encaragng shan. The ssoety's
naugurgl meetng ok ploce of ne
Gulionat on Wednesany | | Octcher
1934, It gmacied an excelierd ot
Procesdings were opened by Alved
Fochin The gudence wax han
oadresned Dy "he Maycr of Lichlet!
Che Mz A M. Thormpeon, and Dy M
Hoage. the Necamihen of he fecry
SChock. Vs Fnt, e Art School's
Mrnceol asgreszed ite roat dewre af
ocal ariat ong oroftumen’ o sehi
ol wom n e ond Ragoed up
e mmegicte chalenge of lnding o
iahe verve. $ha cho arnounced
he 1aciety 'L iIntantion ‘o argonae ol
ond lechams. ABect 5O Viss Fird’s chact
WOy OF DEeOkng o har progresive
QRErooEn 0 ot She preposd Ihat
e st 106 houi be on the subyec?
of 'the arms o the modern Oty

S _

The Lord Mstop of he shapine ‘Musc.
{ Freaifent Lichoed || ~t o
e—— ha hont poge

| MR PETER SLADE || reveccre oowes
m-' 1544 reflecion he
wuld oot
Fréday, Nov ‘?1“. e of the
A4 ) L‘ || soceey's trrze
Adwienion to Mesw |8 L L

ard || ooch of which wes
Nﬂk‘hﬂm’_ A D ' 000 1o develop
| Pecikin, Maniner, Lane, Owrs ceganaaion.
| Yiamvsperwiah, o mestings. | he sociefy's

. st event o
which ‘Tembers
of ol sechiorn” ware odrmitted. ook fhe form of o ok on he
crmtic abjecives of heotical procuctions and aipects of
SopecITit. it won givan Ot the Gulcihel on Facoy 3 NosembDes
1544 Dy the County Droma Acwser My Peter Siode The
conciuding voie of Inonks ncluded mention of "one of he gregt
alfcuthe: confroning cerfommess in Lichileia - the ook af o
S00a permanent itage . the Mercury reporfed Alhed Foohm s
announcemeant ot B membern o DA hey utaceofong, of
whom '35 were inferested i cenma, 540 mesic and 42 n ot

e it meefing of he soCely’s At Sechon’ was hekt on
Sanscoy 25 Hovember af The Facey Schoct It qoas e fonrm
of 0 ik folowed Dy Ively dacustion. Mes Fint nod rvited

Mz Manone Ly, on arti? hioned of the Jiade School who
HOS eailiied af the Royal ACodemy. o spece on he wibyect
af ‘Comermportry Poinsing’ . The falk was Iolowed Dy on
SxChonge of OREFNGNE ADOUl what Corsiiutes OOoa ot I Cleany
ganarcied Svarging COsenvoaom oot the apesecation of
Doauty, Of oginess N moders paniing. The ooty s Mrescant
e Banop of Lonfieds aned b usier Mes Bicoeos Wilkcms,

whio Wt harsell O Drociising oril? . ware amang Ihose wiho
arthulonc iy jonea n. The SsDONe was Iofer describec Dy
Sonche Fochin 0t 'a Pee- ool &g vary Manorcus’, Some
Yoo lolee. she Comrmenied «ilh ooy grmuasament “who
wouis Nnot floke he chance of crguang wilh one’ 1 Do, ang
marrten 1ok Ul agvaniage’. The intention was aonnouncea of
he :ome meoeting Ko hoia an eshibition af membDan works e
IEOwing g, Society membentig Bood af | 20, of whom &8
ware irgsresthed in ant. 80 in rusc ond 80 N grana. Occauonol
meastings subsacuantly lock place af e Lohlelcs Sonocl of At
D ghve Mmemben e cpporiunity 1o engage N mutual Cahcam
of poch afmer's wok
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VE Day Rejoicings i in Llchﬁeld

P—— R SR i T Weyor o=
: | sssihagiosng Sorvien, Wasie, { Rkl o = "':“_1— &
k-

COPERATIVE l
MCIETY LT

Syrerte. Mrwet Pactins asd [haswee - . Zress

e e et ey ———

DIVIDEND

VE Doy on B May 1745 markad e end of he wor n Europe

g pQved the woy 1o he 1ociaty's Bl putic asibiton, hekd
he ITESWG MOonif wich wos obie 1 \oke gloce under much
haooer crcumsiances on woukd hgse Doen possse dusing the
! Previous yeans of conftic?
e chalenge of tecunng

| S wilabie verue in he

City in whech o exrsit the
WKty 'S Crtwork was one
mat was o preseat fusl
wilh conceaming regsanty n
he decoces ot ofowed
Mowevetr n he g of
1943, e ofcial putic
prociametion of vetory
Aatvared Fom G pagMorm
n Licnteia's Mohet
Squara Dy e Mayec Cie
Momes Mosaiay, woul)
undoutiedy have Wred
ovoryona's spah and
ensgsec eantehan
preporaficrs. Among

e Sgnitones Viibie n

i pHotagpn N Iha Merowry, Taken on VE Day. &

ma Dricukaty 1Ol paniamon Bonang on e lef! of the paMoim,
e ocetys Mt Fascent, he Lood Bahoe of Lehfiekl O Sohwae
Syoney Woods

he ooiefy's B3 DUREC Ssfilition was el Dy courtesy of the Cry
Counct' In June 15745 n e Mussum n Seacon Sireet. The Dulicing
hod been used QT O Woedlon's Pod Sueng the wor. it wos the only
ovalotie venue and appcyanity i womething of o
men. The depiny of pamiings ond craft esfnibits Dy
he society's Cwn members wos compiemeanied
Dy severct waia fom invifed profesioncs ofish
Sndiior: ncuced evera fomer mermbers of the
amed forces, One of Mern wos Sg1. Jorn Woes
|RAF] whno went on 1 ploy an OChive roe dueng
ha naxt ihvee decaden gnd became ha hed
recgent. in 1947, of the annuclly fresanted Alhed
Fochin Award for s senaces 1o e mciety. e
31 exhiiton Oited ane weesk. Admisuon 10 e
PUDic. then At fOw, wox hee

This cotaiogue dorm e 14 Annucs Eshiteion
of Fonaings, Scuiture and oty n Jurne
1943 & ane of many fascnating des
Mt srvive I 1he sociely’s crohive of
Phologrophs. commitios meating mirk/tes
ond oiher documanty som he past 73
yoors The fint! e iliion Sioyed work
Dy 23 amats ong reloed 47 pOnangs
sovercl wulphae: ond peces of potery
Orel fwi Earries of BUrminaiod witing
Al Ire openng of the eshation, e
Deguty Moyor AlSenmaon Mt A M
Momeson, refeciod hat ‘ofter 0 much
OO deITuCTion On gwary o One
ol hers WOt O encemous el for
oriase arterprae of every SescapSorny
The newapores ety Nar Detief n e
DEROUrity 10 halp MR DoOd of
o orme of e COMOgE: of e woy
Srd Nar SDMeGion on e warkiwicos
CLESINON Wil 1ha NCeOUL Nec ety
of w11 G0 rapOrts ey Opirson Mot
Q fer QEnerTton might ROt Ang Ihes
St 10 OO o ey haxt hopea”, bt
NGt MOugne must nOt Deevernt MHom
bom making O Hort ard Powing hat
Ort ) Ot Iy formrs wos 38 O g ana
creatve ioice




e formes Ffree Lbrary and Museoum odioining Sscacon Fork on Beocon Sheet lockng focay
horm e Outuice Much Ql I Qi Then, wox e verue 5 Ane 1548 for he tociery's fnxf potic
ewnbimon. The Dulding, «im s imorenhe Bolanote edendcs, wos firsf opened in 1855 Folowng
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Please note that the LSA website
address and the Lichfield Society
of Artists email address have both
changed since this book was
printed. We also have a
Facebook site.



