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Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council  

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on  

Monday 14th July 2025 at 7pm 

 Present:   Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. G. Pask; Cllr. D. Southgate; 
Cllr. P. Spours; Cllr. P. Teal; Cllr. C. Willett; Cllr. L. Windmill; Cllr. G. Woods; District 
Cllr. Read; Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk). 
Four members of the public including Tim Williams who was co-opted during the 
meeting. 

 

1  Apologies. 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr. Allum. 

 

2  Declarations of Interest.  

2.1  Register of Interests. 
There were no changes to the register of interests.   

 
 

2.2  Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items. 
Cllr. Spours declared an interest in planning application 25/01325/HOUSE for White 
Lodge as a neighbour. 

 

3  Public Session. 
No matters were raised during the public session. 

 

4  Co-option of a Councillor. 
It was unanimously agreed that Tim Williams be co-opted onto BPC.  Cllr. Williams 
signed his acceptance of office. 

 

5  Minutes of the meeting of BPC on the 9th June 2025. 
The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 9th June 2025 were approved as an 
accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman. 

 

6  Chair’s Report  

6.1  District Councillor. 
BPC meetings, which now start earlier, clash with Midgham Parish Council(MPC) 
meetings, however MPC meetings tend to be shorter, so District Cllr. Read will join the 
BPC meeting late. 
District Cllr. Read will be carrying out a survey in Upper Bucklebury. 

 

6.2  Pickleball Court. 
The tennis club has approached the Memorial Hall Committee about a pickleball court on 
the tarmac area behind the hall and are exploring grants.  The fence against the carpark 
would have to be moved back to the edge of the tarmac. 
It was noted that the basket ball hoop is used by local families and the space is used by 
community members.  Moving the fencing may result in the reduction of parking spaces 
for the Memorial Hall, as well as introducing a new activity to the area.  Pickleball is also 
very noisy. 
Following the meeting, it is understood that the tennis club will not be pursuing this idea 
any further. 

 

6.3  The VE Day 80 Oaks. 
The VE Day 80 Oaks was splendidly editied by Shane McGarvey and very well received 
by the community.  
There are discussions about a possible “Best of Bucklebury” taking place in 2026.  
Investigations are underway about whether there could be a return of the Chapel Row 
Fayre combined with the “Best of Bucklebury”. 

 
 
 

GW 

7  Clerk’s Report.  

7.1  Bank Signatories.  
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It was agreed that the Clerk would request Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Woods be added to the 
bank mandate to authorise payments.  The Clerk will apply for online access at the same 
time. 

 
HP 

7.2  WBC Community Forum. 
There is a WBC Community Forum tomorrow, the 14th July in Theale Library (and 
online) on local government reorganisation and devolution.  

 

7.3  Possible permitted path from Bucklebury Village to Walnut Tree Cottages. 
Two options have been discussed for a permitted path to enable walkers to avoid the 
narrow section of road between the village and Walnut Tree Cottages; to the south of the 
road and to the north of the road. 
The Clerk has spoken to the Munro Ashmans, who own and farm the land to the north of 
the road, which is the preferred route.  Issues of liability were a concern and the Clerk has 
obtained information from WBC Rights of Way about liability on permitted paths.  The 
Clerk will talk to the Munro Ashmans again. 
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8  Planning.  

8.1  Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:  

8.1.1  25/01011/HOUSE – Hawkridge Farm. 
Part retrospective application for replacement electric metal gates and gate posts 1.85m 
wide x 2.1m high (at highest point) to main drive, erection of new 1.83m high x 50m long 
wooden fence alongside western boundary in rear garden, and erection of wooden 
pedestrian side gate 1.83m high x 1.20m wide adjacent to farmhouse on eastern 
boundary. 
It was agreed that BPC has no objection to this application. 

 

8.1.2  25/01325/HOUSE – White Lodge, Hatch Lane. 
Extension to existing double garage to provide ancillary accommodation (granny 
annexe). 
The existing double garage was developed approximately 11 years ago and is situated on 
a high point in relation to White Lodge and the neighbouring High Barrow. 
The meeting was closed for members of the public to speak. 
A neighbour commented that this is essentially a rerun of an application from 2010 which 
was scaled back following advice from WBC due to the dominance of the proposed 
garage and how it would dwarf High Barrow.  Due to ground levels, the impact will be 
larger than it may appear from the plans.  The angle of the garage against the boundary 
will result in the south facing window overlooking the garden of High Barrow and the 
neighbours looking in.  Over-all, the extension to the garage is too close to the boundary 
and too large. 
The meeting was reopened. 
A granny annexe which is separated from the main house and not attached via an internal 
door is unusual.  If approved, a condition must be included that the garage must be 
ancillary to White Lodge and not let or rented out in any way.  The space above the 
garage and granny annexe must remain as storage only.  Screening for High Barrow, 
within the grounds of White Lodge should also be considered. 
It was agreed that BPC has no objection to this application subject to the above 
conditions. 

 

8.2  Planning Decisions made by WBC:  

8.2.1  24/02120/FUL – Sewage Treatment Works, Paradise Way. 
Extension and upgrade of Chapel Row Sewage Treatment Works (STW) onto land to the 
west of the existing operational STW site with associated fencing and landscaping works. 
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

8.2.2  25/00702/FUL & 25/00703/LBC – Picton Farm, The Slade.  
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The repair and conversion of existing outbuildings to ancillary residential use.  The 
repair and extension of an existing storage outbuilding following demolition of small 
existing store.  Definition of the residential curtilage associated with Picton Farmhouse. 
BPC had no objection to these applications which have been withdrawn. 

8.2.3  25/01023/HOUSE – Bucklethwaite. 
Demolish existing timber framed double garage/store/room above and replace with Oak 
framed building consisting of double garage / store / workshop and annex above. 
BPC had no objection to this application which has been withdrawn. 

 

8.3  Update on the Local Plan. 
WBC has organised a meeting to take place on 24th July at 6.30pm in the Council 
Chamber at WBC.  Councillors interested in attending should contact the Clerk. 

 

8.4  Adjacent Parish Applications. 
There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary. 

 

9  District Councillor’s Report.  

9.1  Green Matters. 
Old, redundant mobile phones, tablets, laptops and desktop computers can be dropped off 
at both of the WBC Household Waste Recycling Centres, where they will be collected by 
Green Machine Computers.  Green Machine Computers will remove any data and, where 
suitable, make them available to those in need via The Tech Hub in Hungerford. 

 

9.2  WBC Have Your Say Session with District Cllr. Jeff Brooks. 
There will be a virtual event on Wednesday 23rd July at 6pm.  Questions need to be 
submitted by 4pm on Tuesday 22nd July and there will be the opportunity to ask questions 
during the event. 

 

9.3  Postal Votes. 
Postal votes will now need to be renewed every three years. 

 

10  Finances.  

10.1  Expenditure against Budget to 30/6/2025. 
This was deferred until the August meeting. 

 

10.2  Payments to be approved: 

Bank charges (10/5/25 to 9/6/25) £12.25 
Scofell (Cemetery initial tidy up) £806.40 
The Alpha Xperience (1000 x VE80 Oaks) £675.60 
Bucklebury Memorial Hall (Waste management 1/1/25 to 30/6/25 
and play area grounds maintenance) 

 
£547.50 

Bibby Financial Services Ltd (June bin emptying and bus shelter 
repairs) 

£155.04 

Salaries, pension contributions and SLCC membership £1,424.87 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10.3  Bank Reconciliation to the 14th July 2025. 
The Clerk circulated a bank reconciliation to the 14th July which showed a balance of 
£20,857.60 once all cheques and lodgements have cleared.   

 

10.4  To review balances as per most recent statements:  

 Lloyds Current Account: 20/6/2025 £24,304.98  

 Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows: 20/6/2025 £25,658.93  

 Scottish Widows Reserve Account: 1/4/2025 £33,810.52  

 Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: 1/4/2025 £4,728.25  

10.5  Memorial Hall Grant. 
The grant application to Greenham Trust for £11,290, to repair the committee room roof, 
has been successful.  Greenham Trust have agreed to match fund donations to a 
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maximum of £5,000.  The jumble sale at the Memorial Hall earlier in the year raised 
£317.  It was agreed that the Clerk would organise payment to the Memorial Hall for up 
to £6,000. 

 
 
HP 

11  Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.  

11.1  Agreement between BPC and the Memorial Hall on Management of the Play areas. 
The Clerk advised that following some work carried out for another parish council, BPC 
should have a formal written agreement in the form of a lease with the Memorial Hall for 
the land used for the play area and the BMX track. 
BALC, via HALC, has access to legal services at Hampshire County Council who could 
draw up such a lease either for BPC or for the Memorial Hall charity.  Cllr. Dickens and 
Cllr. Allum agreed to pursue this with the Memorial Hall Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
BD 
JA 

11.2  Weekly Inspections.  

11.2.1  Play Park 
The play park has received a lot of use during the recent hot dry spell, which is evident by 
the litter that has to be cleared on the regular inspections.  
Since the report by ROSPA, the minor defects have been rectified, namely the loose 
swing seat and static play horse seat.  However, inspections on the 3rd of July established 
that numerous fixings on the multiplay had become loose, possibly due to timber 
shrinkage, which were considered to be a hazard for young children.  Action was 
immediately taken to ensure all fixings were tightened to prevent movement of the access 
and platform guard timbers. 
It was agreed that up to £100 could be spent on timber for repairs to the platform of the 
multiplay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PT 

11.2.2  Pump Track 
The track continues to be well used and as such the running surface continues to slowly 
deteriorate, especially on the downside of the peaks where the surface is constantly 
scuffed. Hopefully the necessary funding will be secured to resurface the track with 
tarmac in the near future. It should be noted that the revised quote obtained on 1st April 
2025 was valid for 60 days and has now expired.  A further increase in the costs for this 
work when we are in a position to proceed should be expected. 
The missing bolt in the seat of the youth shelter, as identified by ROSPA, has been 
replaced.  Significant rubbish is being thrown behind the seat and surrounding area 
despite there being an adjacent litter bin.  

 

11.3  BMX Track funding for surface. 
The Clerk has created an account with Greenham Trust and is pursuing an application. 

 
HP 

12  Meadows. 
Photographs of the damaged benches in the Hockett Field were circulated last month on 
WhatsApp.  Fortunately, the damage wasn't too serious and all the parts (the arm rests) 
were on the ground, allowing for repairs with extra-long stainless-steel screws and all 
other bolts/screws were checked for tightness. 
Quotes for fencing in the meadow are awaited from three fencing contractors. 

 
 
 
 
GP 

13  Cemetery. 
It was agreed there would be a Burial Board meeting in September. 

 
HP 

14  Highways.  

14.1  Speed. 
Over a million vehicles movements have now been recorded, which exceeds the number 
of rows in the spreadsheet.  For this reason, the spreadsheets now cover a three year 
period.  Over time, similar trends are being recorded. 

 
 
 
 

14.2  Community Speed Watch (CSW). 
Cllr. Southgate thanked those who have completed the CSW online training.  The first 
session was completed at Chapel Row last week with 16 cars recorded despite there being 
lots of warning flashing going on. 
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Sat at the road side with High Vis and a flask would be equally effective at slowing down 
the traffic. 
Matthew Clayton, the new WBC Speed Management Technician, dropped by the CSW 
session at Chapel Row. 
Basic training of how to use the speed gun was given to all councillors who now need to 
complete the online training.  More volunteers are needed to fully utilise CSW. 
All sites approved for use with SID have been approved for CSW usage except the ones 
in Bucklebury Village. 

 
 
 
 
 

15  Environment.  

15.1  Sustainable Bucklebury. 
Penny Locke of Hungerford Food Community gave an informative presentation on 
avoiding food waste at the last meeting on the 17th June. 
Some possible volunteers have come forwards to lead "plastic free Bucklebury". 
This initiative is not about removing all plastics from our lives but reducing single use 
plastic where possible.  
On Sunday 29th July a small group from Sustainable Bucklebury attended the Thatcham 
Repair Cafe to see how it is organised.  We have someone who attended the event who is 
keen to help with the overall administration which will allow us to run a Bucklebury 
Repair Cafe.  Following advertising another couple of volunteers have come forward to 
help with the cafe and administration.  We have decided to run a small taster event, 
probably in October (avoiding running close to the Thatcham event).  It is hoped that 
BPC can help with insurance costs and Repair Cafe membership.  Once running, it is 
anticipated that the Repair Cafe will be self-sufficient via donations made at the event. 

 

15.2  Works on the Common. 
Ponds and leaky dams are being created in the gulleys.  These should reduce the speed at 
which rain water reaches the river Pang, thus reducing the potential for flooding. 

 
 

 
 

16  Reports from other meetings.  

16.1  West Berkshire Heritage Forum. 
Cllr. Southgate attended the AGM of the WB Heritage Forum meeting at Theale. The 
forum comprises 55 town and parish councils, 40 history groups and multiple individual 
members. There has been no real progress on most items involving WBC since 2022 
including Conservation Area reviews.  The new WBC Conservation Officer may improve 
this.  Donations of £1,100 from 20 contributors should fund the forum for the next six 
years.  It was suggested that they consider a subscription membership and use Hugofox to 
provide a free website. 
Sue Ellis gave a presentation on the graves at St. Matthew’s Church, Midgham built in 
1867.  Some headstones were moved from an earlier chapel and date back as far as 1794. 
Ros Clow of Newbury District Field Club talked about digital oral history, the recording 
of Plenty employees and how to manage and make them accessible.  

 

16.2  Bucklebury History Group. 
Bucklebury History Group is continuing to populate their HugoFox website: 
https://www.hugofox.com/community/bucklebury-history-group-20816/home 

 

17  Round Table Comments.  

17.1  Incursions on the Common. 
Cllr. Teal reported that, following the request from Dianna Mallison (GLEAM) for any 
information on 4x4 incursions across the country, he had submitted his list of incursions 
on Bucklebury Common.  This list was reformatted and sent back to Cllr. Teal with the 
request that he summit it to the APPG (All Parties Parliamentary Group). 

 

17.2  Path on the northern part of Harts Hill. 
Cllr. Loader asked if there had been any progress with a path at the top of Harts Hill to 
join Upper Bucklebury with the existing permitted path to Thatcham.  District Cllr. Read 
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commented that the verge is not sufficiently wide for a path.  There was a discussion 
about whether the land owner might be willing to give some land for a permitted path. 
Cllr. Dickens will approach the landowner before the end of the year once more is known 
about the NE Thatcham development. 

 
 
 
BD 

17.3  Highway Issues waiting on WBC 
Cllr. Southgate asked if there had been any progress by WBC on the permanent SID 
policy or the double yellow lines at Mount Pleasant.  A 20mph zone would need be go to 
a public referendum. 

 

17.4  Highway Signs. 
It was noted that a number of signs around the parish are either very dirty, obstructed by 
vegetation, or both.  Members of the parish can clean/clear signs themselves but are 
advised to carry out a risk assessment first.  An “Adopt a Sign” campaign was suggested. 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.55pm. 
Date of next meetings: 
BPC Meeting:  

Monday 11th August at 7pm – The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury.  
Bucklebury Planning Committee:  

Monday 28th July at 7pm – Committee Room, The Victory Room, Bucklebury Village. 
 


