Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
5th August 2024
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.35
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr D Rogan-Mackie

Cllr G Heppell
	Cllr S Dalglish

Cllr S Nixon

Cllr K Teasdale
	Mrs Susan Saunders – clerk
Cllr Hutchinson

1 member of the public

	
	135/24
	135/24.01 Apologies for absence - Cllr J Hunter (Indisposed), Cllr A Cheverst (prior engagement)
135/24.02 Co-option of Councillor - No other applicants but Cllr Sharp welcomed Cllr Teasdale to the council. 

	
	136/24
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	137/24
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	138/24
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on Monday 1st July 2024 
The minutes were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp              SECONDED Cllr S Dalglish                                  AGREED    

	
	139/24
	Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda

Cllr Sharp has received a thank you from the carnival committee for the donation. Members would like to thank the committee for all their hard work in organising another successful carnival week.
The town has had Town Twinning visitors from both France and Italy over the last week. It was a successful visit.

	
	140/24
	Grounds Report –updates with resolutions arising

140/24.01 General Grounds Updates
· One of the Tommy statues has been damaged at the East side. It was agreed to purchase a replacement and report it to David Hunt (NCC) as it would appear it was damaged by a grass cutter.

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                          AGREED
· The bins have all been fitted but there is still a damaged one left in the market square. Members agreed to replace this one too.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                          AGREED
· Orchard Garden Maintenance – The community gardeners are happy to continue with the maintenance of the garden. A local resident will weed the two areas at the front. There are hedges that will need attending along this section and so it was agreed to ask David Benson to cut back in autumn.
· Burn Footpath – there are a number of trees lying across the path so it was agreed to ask Alan Teasdale if he would remove them to make the paths safe.

· Memorial Garden – Cllr Sharp had negotiated with David Hunt from NCC that the hedge bordering the hospital area could be cut back along with a tidy of the rhododendron bushes. George Reed has now completed this and the area looks much improved. 

· Wetpour in Comb Hill – Members asked that Abacus are written to again about the water pooling under the cantilever swing. Particular emphasis should be placed on the safeguarding issue that arises when this area becomes frozen.

PROPOSED Cllr K Teasdale                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                      AGREED
140/24.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters – The community Payback Team will re-paint the seats in front of the memorial gardens.
140/24.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities - No Matters  

140/24.04 Bus Shelter – the contractor has sent a quote rather than an estimate and has been instructed to undertake the work. The clerk will write to NCC to ask if there is any grant money. The work is to be undertaken in October.

	
	141/24
	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
141/24.01 County Council report – Cllr Hutchinson reported that there has been a speed test undertaken along The Military Road by The Milecastle.

141/24.02 Larger Forum Council – Cllr Sharp gave a brief report. He did raise the issue of the toilets in Haltwhistle at the meeting. It was agreed to ask Greg Gavin for an on site meeting as the specification for the work prepared by NCC does not include any re-tiling, re-flooring or roof work.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED
141/24.03 Local Transport Plan – The following were proposed
1. To have a pedestrian crossing placed on Park Road positioned before or after the Park Avenue entrance (road heading towards the school) in anticipation of the increased traffic as a result of the housing estate at the end of Park Road.

2. 20mph throughout the town centre including Comb Hill.
3. 20mph along Park Road up to the Westlands estate turning.

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                          AGREED
141/24.04 Park Road – to approve request for double yellow lines. Subject to a crossing being agreed on Park Road, members agreed to defer this item.
141/24.05 Bicycle Mayor for Tynedale – Members approved the nomination for Mayor and will respond accordingly. 
141/24.06 Thriving Together – Cllr Cheverst asked for this to be on the agenda, so it was agreed to defer until the next meeting.
141/24.07 Joint Town and Parish Conference – 2 delegates to attend. Members will let the clerk know if they would like to attend. It is 3rd October at 5pm. Cllr Sharp may attend in his capacity as a county councillor.

	
	142/24
	Police in Haltwhistle 

A report has not been received.


	
	143/24
	Neighbourhood Plan

The Call for Sites is now finished and, 4 applications have been received. There will be a meeting in September to assess them.

	
	144/24
	Borderlands

10 projects have been put forward. The committee will meet in September to review them and decide what is to be put forward.

	
	145/24
	Asset Transfers 
145/24.01 Land north of swimming pool – A letter is to be sent to NCC estates team to request the asset transfer of the land with the council to be custodian trustee.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr S Daglish                          AGREED
145/24.02 Land by Tyne – no further developments.
Cllr Hutchinson left the meeting – 8.10pm.

	
	146/24
	Planning Applications                      

146/24.01 24/02386 Woodside, Comb Hill demolish rear conservatory and erect single storey rear extension - No Objection
PROPOSED Cllr G Heppell                        SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie             AGREED

	
	
	Other Planning Matters

146/24.02 24/001738 – Boots chemist advertisement display consent-GRANTED
146/24.03Rights of Way Improvement Plan – No comment necessary.

	
	147/24
	Smith Trust Charity

Cllr Sharp was approved as the council representative
PROPOSED Cllr G Heppell                        SECONDED Cllr K Teasdale                   AGREED  

	
	148/24
	Staffing Committee

The policies were received and noted.


	
	149/24
	Grant Requests 

149/24.01   Grant Policy to review – the policy had been reviewed and accepted in the May meeting so, no further action was required.
149/24.02   Holly’s Hope – This charity was set up to raise money to provide bleed boxes and trauma kits in the local towns. Members agreed to donate £520, which is the amount of the kit.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp         SECONDED Cllr K Teasdale                             AGREED

	
	150/24
	Reports on Financial Matters
[image: image1.emf]Financial Matters:

£

150/24.01 Bank and cash balances as at 26th July 2024

Current Account 23,525.49

TOTAL 23,525.49

Included above

150/24.02 Donation towards seat plaque - M Bowes 65

JBC 613.44June Pension & PAYE

Not Included Above

Pay \method Incl VAT

150/24.03 Accounts for payment  5th August 2024 £ Included in Balance Above

PPH 105.00Extra bag of play sand

T Bowes 380.00Play Area Repairs, Plaques & Seat fitted 

Cartmell Shepherd 100.00Deposit for legal fees

David Benson 105.00Grass cutting at O Gardens & Strimming

Total 690.00

Not Included Above

Parish Online 201.60Parish Mapping Site

Westgate Hardware 51.90Trowels, hoes, brush

A Sharp 39.49Plants & compost for planters

Mrs Susan Saunders - Exp 264.19

HA & Travel. Kaspersky laptop protection, B Bell 

vouchers, Internal Audit voucher.

Hollys Hope 520.00

G Reed 30.00Plants for Memorial Garden

Monthly Amounts direct/DDR 3,876.77

Total 4,433.95

TOTAL FOR APPROVAL 5,123.95


The payments of £5123.95 were approved with the addition of Hollys Hope and plants for G Reed.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                    AGREED 

150/24.04   Bank Reconciliation/Inc & Expenditure as at 26th July 2024. Noted            

	
	
	Other Financial Matters

150/24.05 Inclusive Swing – The Town charity was turned down by the Karbon fund with no real reason given. It was, therefore, agreed to resubmit a grant application to the Karbon Fund as the Town Council instead of the Town Green Charity. It has come to light that councils may apply for this fund and the council can then claim the VAT back.
150/24.06 Parish Online Mapping– It was agreed to the continuation of the subscription as, not only is it a useful tool for the Neighbourhood Plan, all the council assets and land can be mapped on there for future use.
PROPOSED Cllr G Heppell                        SECONDED Cllr K Teasdale                   AGREED  



	
	151/24
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
151/24.01 Withdrawal of Melkridge Parish Council – response from Melkridge to consider. 

Melkridge have responded with the following: 

Melkridge proposed to make a payment of £787.30 with an agreement that their share of the assets to remain with the Joint Burial Committee on the condition that Melkridge parishioners will continue to benefit from single fee burials and associated charges for a period of 10 years and thereafter will pay double fees.
Members agreed to the above with the 10 years commencing from 1st April 2021 and finishing on 31st March 2031.

PROPOSED Cllr G Heppell                        SECONDED Cllr S Nixon                   AGREED  
151/24.02 Land Registration for Haltwhistle & Greenhead Cemeteries. Cartmell Shepherd have now been instructed to resolve this matter and will begin by writing to the trustee.                                               

	
	152/24
	Resolution to Exclude Press and Public
To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.
Resolution
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.”
This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                       SECONDED Cllr S Dalglish                             AGREED
152/24.01 Freedom of The Town –The nominated person is Lawrence Thompson and members approved the honour. A scroll will be purchased and, a presentation organised in October. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                       SECONDED Cllr G Heppell                             AGREED
152/24.01 Clerk Recruitment Process – The interviews are to be held on 27th August at a convened meeting of the staffing committee where an appointment will be made.

	
	153/24
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting.   Noted.



	
	154/24
	Dates and times of next meetings

Town Council Meeting – Monday 2nd September 2024 – 6.00pm in the library, first floor – presentation online from Escape at 6pm.
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