Haltwhistle Town Council – Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 7th July 2025 at 6.30pm
Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor
Time: 6.30pm – 8.55pm
Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr A Howells, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr S Dalglish
Also Present: Cllr Rachel Mathieson (County Councillor)
Clerk: Emma Ackroyd

151/25 Apologies for Absence None received.

152/25 Public Questions None received.

153/25 Declarations of Interest None declared.

154/25 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd June – 
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved
Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 24th June –
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr J Sheils – Approved

155/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes Next community litter pick confirmed for 20th July.

156/25 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
156/25.01 Grounds Committee Meeting
· Bark to be ordered for Comb Hill play area.
· Loose stones in Comb Hill wall to be cemented.
· Clerk to follow up on "slow" signage near pig market.
· Clerk to chase County Council on grass cutting for the bike track.
156/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
· Stone ordered and fitting arranged.
· Awaiting quote for new Perspex panels.
156/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· Footpath counter approved for installation at upper burn route.
· Orchard Gardens to be signed as a "Public Seating Area".
· Update received: public toilets work to commence on 21st July.

157/25 Northumberland County Council
Cllr Rachel Mathieson reported ongoing efforts with signage, highways maintenance, and resident concerns. Specific updates discussed included slow sign painting, overgrowth along burn paths, and clarification on environmental responsibilities at Alston Arches.

158/25 Police Report No written report received. Verbal feedback noted positive meeting with Inspector Benson (held 3rd July).

159/25 Neighbourhood Plan Sam and the Clerk to draft plan proposal prior to next meeting.

160/25 Borderlands Good in-person meeting. Emphasis placed on improving burn signage and maximising path use.
Asset transfer confirmed for swimming pool.
Playzone project still under development.

161/25 Monthly Councillor Surgery Next surgery: 19th July – Cllrs A Howells, A Sharp, and Rachel Mathieson attending.

162/25 Planning Applications 25/02151/FUL – No objections.

163/25 Grant Requests
163/25.01 Haltwhistle Carnival Committee – £500
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved
163/25.02 Older People’s Services – Haltwhistle Partnership
Deferred pending submission of accounts.
163/25.03 Citizen’s Advice – £250
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr J Sheils – Approved

164/25 Reports on Financial Matters
164/25.01–03 Reports circulated.
164/25.04 Bank Reconciliation and I&E –
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved

165/25 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee No updates discussed.

166/25 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre Asset transfer complete. Next meeting scheduled for 16th July.

167/25 Media & Press Chamber of Trade meeting covered new events: May music festival, Halloween events, and school-led Christmas light design.

168/25 Correspondence Coronation Park grant use request – Approved
Toilet asset transfer – Council declined to take ownership.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr A Howells – Approved

169/25 LTP Priorities
Options were discussed including 
· Zebra crossing at Park Road
· Lower speed limit at Edens Lawn (to 30mph)
· Glen Sanderson to be invited to next meeting.



170/25 Any Other Business
· Cyber insurance – not to be pursued.
Proposed: Cllr A Howells, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved
· Work confirmed to begin at Town Hall.
· Holly’s Hope enquired about blood box installation – Clerk to follow up.
· Parklands fence (Karbon Homes) blocking view – to be reported.
· Greencroft Ave fence – Cllr Heppell to report via FixMyStreet.

171/25 Dates of Next Meetings
Grounds Committee – Monday 28th July 2025 at 10.00am, Council Office
Town Council – Monday 4th August 2025 at 6.30pm, Library First Floor
Meeting closed at 8:55pm
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