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NONINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council - Wednesday 1st April 2026 at 19:00
Present: Cllr Louisa Jarred (Chair), Cllr Julia Plumptre (Vice-Chairperson), Cllr Clare Delf, Cllr Jane Vurley and Cllr Roger Williams
Apologies: None.
12 Members of the Public (including Barnabus), Cllr Bridget Porter and Cllr Paul Chamberlain; Mr Gerry Worthy (Clerk).
1. Apologies and approval of absences: Cllr Jarred welcomed everyone present and thanked them for attending the meeting. 
No apologies were received.

2. Declarations of interest: None

3. Minutes of previous meetings: The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 4th March 2026 were approved as true a record, proposed by Cllr Vurley, seconded by Cllr Williams Signed by the Chairperson.

4. Review of Previous Action Points:  
· Pond/Play Area/Phone box; KCC with respect to pond to be checked and review with camera survey (suspect blocked/silted drainage) AP 2025/09_3 Cllr Jarred no progress still pursuing
· Pond – Di’s Garden area) Cllr Jarred proposed a one-time clearance and removal of waste (2 persons/total 6 hours. Cllr Williams supported, Cllr Delf 2nd, Motion passed. AP 2026/04_1
· Phone box – is not listed and confirmed by DDC. Clerk identified paint refurb kit for £127 + vat. Cllr Jarred to explore local contractor to undertake works. AP 2025/09_4. Clerk mentioned other phone box and was also brought to attention the foundations are listing and needs investigation (AP 2026/03_1); Investigation into the electrics whether still live as part of foundations investigation.
· Play Area – No Progress since last meeting. AP 2025/09_5
· Road Repairs AP 2025/09_13: Meeting with Highways on 11th Feb 2026 did not take place so No Progress since last meeting. Cllr Jarred mentioned there will be a meeting with Luzanne on 10th April to discuss Potholes.
· Signage around Pond AP 2025/10_4: Awaiting confirmation of new email address with new website before signs can be ordered.
· Website AP 2025/11_1: Website work with Aubergine is ongoing, data is being transferred across. 
· Speedwatch AP 2025/11_2: Still require further volunteers; Nicola and Cllr Williams had volunteered. Cllr Williams explained due to health and work commitments missed the induction and has now stepped back. It was mentioned they needed 3 volunteers to effectively function on any shift.
· SID Camera AP 2025/12_1: Clerk arranged collection by supplier from Cllr Williams. Finally been collected 3rd March from Cllr Williams for assessment. Camera needed replacement switch and coin battery, main battery also dead but under warranty. Clerk to organise replacement of main battery under warranty AP 2026/04_2.
· Road Calming AP 2026/01_1: Meeting with Highways on 11th Feb 2026 did not take place so No Progress since last meeting, hoping to raise with Luzanne on 10th April.
· Road and Pavement Sweeping AP 2026/01_2: Meeting with Highways on 11th Feb 2026 did not take place so No Progress since last meeting, hoping to raise with Luzanne on 10th April.
· Litter Pick AP 2026/01_3: Nonington had its annual “Green Day” event on 14th March 2026 where volunteers collected 40 bags of rubbish for DDC to collect. Big thank you to all volunteers who helped collecting the rubbish. Special thanks to Beechgrove for the delicious burgers and to Barry and Barbara for the refreshments afterwards.

5. Public Forum: 
Members of the Public in attendance were afforded the opportunity to ask a question or make a statement.
· Update from John:
· Contacted KCC for a gritting route focussed on 3 accident risk areas
· Potholes – system is not working through helpline on phone however the online form works and the message has been forwarded to the highways gritting team. A Thomas Williams has now responded.
· Village Hall AGM on 22/04, Clean-up day the following weekend. On 4th July the Village Hall will celebrate its centenary. 
· Bottom Mill Lane; accident between car and motorcycle. Motorcycle went into the side of a car turning right. Been a few accidents at this location and near misses elsewhere within the village through excessive speed. Statistics need reporting to raise awareness of risks and help with traffic calming application.
· Keith Luckhurst mentioned a Memorial Cricket Match on 7th June 2026 with 13:30 start versus Wingham in memory of David Luckhurst.


6. Finance:
March 2026 balance sheet was shared with the audience, proposed by Cllr Vurley and 2nd by Cllr Delf and signed off by Cllr Jarred.

Balance as of 31st March 2026
Current Account:	£2,262.55
Savings Account:	£18,638.64
· Grants 2026 - Grant Application form (available on PC Website) and also emailed to all groups from last year. The 4 completed applications received were all put to vote and have been awarded their grants as follows:
Village Hall 	(4 votes)
St Mary’s Church	(4 votes)
Fonc		(3 votes)
Nightingales	(4 votes)
Cricket Club has been voted to be put on hold till ready to submit application.

7. Planning
· 26/00253 Red Tiles – deemed acceptable by council no objections.
· 26/00254 Solar Farm, Cllr Jarred will check if same plans as before and resubmit concerns

8. Highways and Footpaths
· Cllr Williams is promoting speed bumps to slow traffic part of HIP.

9. Playground, Field and Pond
· As covered previously

10.  Councillor Reports 
· Cllr Porter read her report.

· Kent’s East Coast Marmot Region; supporting young people not already in education or training into work or education
· Food Waste Recycling: Rocketing and saving £75K in disposal costs after just 1 month, used to generate fertilizer and energy for homes. Food waste accounts for 28% of all waste.
· Changes to Public Rights of Way: Due to recent backlog in applications KCC is proposing to prioritise user based applications with proof of use over last 20 years.
Cllr Porter introduced her colleague Cllr Paul Chamberlain who explained 3.99% Council Tax rise and DDC focussing on efficiencies opposed to cuts.
£732M Debt has been reduced to £652M, with a savings target of £121M and achieved £100M. This coming year a target of £88M, with Adult social care having 7% increase. Working with a Revenue budget of £1.64Bn.

· No reports from other councillors. Clerk has chased for reports in advance of expected absence and will continue monthly.

11. Items for discussion not on the agenda
· Next meeting will be the AGP and APM inviting all clubs and associations within the village to make a report.

12. Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 7pm in Nonington Village Hall

There being no further business, the meeting was closed to the public at 19:55
                                                        
Please note these Minutes remain as draft until they are approved by the Parish Council at their next meeting on 6th May 2026.
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