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Parish Council Updates  

Community Hub in Charlton Village 

An update on the Parish Council’s progress with the Community Hub 

project from Councillor Clive Ward  

“For over 20 years, Charlton Village has been proposing a 

Village/Community Hall. This need was confirmed through various village 

surveys. Although I wasn't part of the original efforts, I have reviewed the 

responses and analysis. The Parish Council subsequently conducted 

another Community Survey and included the requirement in the 

Neighbourhood Plan, which followed all local government 

regulations and was endorsed by referendum before its release. 

Residents have had ample opportunity to voice concerns, and with 

over 80% supporting the requirement we are doing what we can 

to see if we can make this happen.  

A Village/Community Hall Committee was put together and worked on finding a suitable location and explored 

alternative possibilities for a Community Hall function without building new. The church's limited community hall 

capability is mostly utilised by the Playgroup, which is here to stay, so Charlton needed additional community hall 

space. We considered the Salto Centre when the upstairs gym was vacated, but it required significant work and lacked 

a lift - essential for all age ranges. Consequently, the Parish Council rejected this site. 

Last year, the Parish Council concluded that staffing and running a Village Hall would be challenging. After visiting five 

local village halls, all struggling to run as businesses, we determined there were enough village halls in the area. 

Engaging with residents at public meetings, community days, and Christmas Fayres revealed a clear need for a small 

Community building, leading to the concept of a Community Hub. 

The Community Hub will serve as an information hub, warm space, meeting point, and book exchange for all ages. It 

will benefit older people and mothers with toddlers by providing a safe place to socialise and exchange information. 

The Parish Council is discussing with Andover charity, Unity, and Citizens Advice about offering drop-ins. 

The Hub will also accommodate small groups like photography, art, bridge, and book clubs, with bookings expected to 

grow. Additionally, it will provide structured and informal activities for the youth as an alternative to gatherings at the 

bus shelter. 

We need to confirm that the strong support for a Village Hall extends to the smaller Community Hub. Please 

participate in our upcoming survey or questionnaire. 

We understand that Charlton residents have heard promises of a Village Hall for years without it coming to completion. 

The Parish Council has endorsed preparing a Planning Application for a Community Hub, and we already have a 

Concept and Design. We will unveil this at a Public Meeting on 18 March at 7:45 pm in the Church. 

Strong community support is crucial for the Planning Application and obtaining grants. I am currently in discussions 

with TVBC and other entities to explore possible grant and funding opportunities. We will present a good estimate of 

project costs, including car park upgrades, landscaping, and running costs. 

Please attend the Annual Parish meeting on 18 March to hear from the architects and the Community Hub 

Working Group. Your support and questions will be invaluable. We may not have all the answers immediately, but we 

will gather your feedback and provide updates in the coming weeks and months to assess the project's viability. The 

project will only proceed if Charlton residents want it and it can be afforded. 

I look forward to seeing you there.”  

Clive 
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“I believe Charlton will benefit greatly from this 

facility. It will complement the community hall 

within the church, and in time, we'll wonder why 

we didn’t have one sooner.” - Cllr Clive Ward 

Stay Updated with Charlton Village News! 
Sign up to receive the latest news and events directly in your inbox.  

Visit www.hugofox.com/community/charlton-parish-council-12680/home 

and click on 

http://www.hugofox.com/community/charlton-parish-council-12680/home


 

 

  

Increase in Construction Vehicles 

Through Charlton 

An update from Councillor Keith Wilson 

I would like to inform you about the recent increase in 

construction and groundwork vehicles traveling 

through the village along Hatherden Road. These 

activities are related to the development at Conholt 

Hall, which was recently acquired for £83 million by 

American billionaire Steve, who is currently ranked as 

the 28th richest person globally.  

According to an article by Sir Max Hastings in The 

Times, he is investing an additional £3 million in 

landscaping and creating a lake on the premises. The 

site features a village of portable cabins where workers 

are continuously engaged in removing a substantial 

area of earth. 

Once the work is finished, the number of lorries going through the 

village should decrease, expect for those belonging to So Recycle (until 

they can be stopped) and large container trucks using Google’s satnav 

app, which redirects them from the M3 when it is busy. 

Meet Your Charlton Parish Councillors… 

Our Parish Council is dedicated to improving our village for everyone. 

Here’s a brief introduction to the team working tirelessly on your behalf:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clive Ward | Chair 
Clive has lived in Charlton since 1996. He became Chair of the 

Parish Council in 2024 and also chairs the Charlton Village 

Community Association. Clive chairs the Test Valley 

Association of Parish and Town Councils, serves on the board 

of the Hampshire Association of Local Councils, and is the 

Hampshire Branch Secretary for SSAFA, managing the 

Aldershot office remotely. He is married to Leslie and has 

three children and seven grandchildren. 

 

Ian Smale | Vice Chair 
Ian served as the rector in Overton before retiring in 

2018 and moving to Charlton. Before his ordination in 

the Church of England, he worked for Barclays Bank 

for 24 years. He has been a member of the parish 

council since 2019 and is currently the vice chairman. 

Ian is widowed and has two daughters and four 

grandchildren. 

 

Norman Woods 
Norman, a retired decontamination engineer, worked for over 

40 years both domestically and internationally within the NHS 

and private health sectors. He has been a resident of Charlton 

since 1983. 

 

Keith Wilson 
After a career in IT, Keith established his Project 

Management company in 1996, running it until his 

retirement in 2019. He and his wife Christine moved 

to Charlton in 2021 to be near family. Loving life in 

Charlton, Keith joined the parish council in 2023 to 

get involved in the community. 

 

Phil Wylde 
Phil has been a resident of Charlton for many years. He has 

served on the Parish Council since 1994. In addition to being a 

councillor, Phil is also the Lengthsman for the village. The term 

originated in the 1700’s and described someone who 

maintained village roads. Today, the role includes ensuring 

passable footpaths and trimming overhanging hedgerows on 

parish land. 
 

Tracey Tasker 
Tracey joined the Parish Council recently. She 

previously served as a Test Valley Borough Councillor 

for eight years, holding a cabinet member position. 

After selling her business in 2019, Tracey now works 

as a business development manager for a local 

business. In her spare time, she enjoys staying active, 

taking on new challenges, and getting involved in the 

local community. 

               Join us as a Parish Councillor!  

Are you passionate about making a difference in Charlton Village? Do 

you have ideas to improve our community and want to help make a 

long-lasting change? Join the Parish Council and help shape the future of 

our village!  

We need people from all backgrounds and experiences who reflect their community to put themselves forward for election. If 

you’re over 18, interested and want to find out more… contact our Parish Clerk on clerk@charltonvillage.org.uk. 
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Playgroup – Gov Funding 

from 3yrs 

Mon, Wed, Fri | 9am – 12:20pm 

Tues, Thurs | 9am – 3:30pm 

Contact: Mrs S Hartley 

Telephone: 07979 841318 

Brownies 

Tuesdays | 5:45pm – 7:15pm 

Contact: Mrs K Ryder 

Telephone: 01264 316907 

Rainbows  

Wednesdays | 5pm – 6:30pm 

Thursdays | 5:45pm – 7pm 

Guides  

Wednesdays | 6:30pm – 8pm 

Contact: Mrs E Taylor 

Telephone: 01264 394322 

Keep Fit (all levels) 

Thursdays | 7:30pm – 8:30pm 

Contact: Mrs E Taylor 

Telephone: 01264 394322 

Slimming World 

(Andover Rugby Club) 

Tuesdays | 7pm – 8:30pm 

Contact: Kate Evans 

Telephone: 07568 622189 

LOCAL INFO 
A list of useful 

telephone numbers 

 

As a Parish Councillor, you will: 

▪ Represent the views of residents. 

▪ Influence decisions on local services and projects. 

▪ Work alongside dedicated community members. 

▪ Help us create a more diverse and inclusive panel. 

mailto:clerk@charltonvillage.org.uk


 

 

 

EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2025… 
Anticipation Builds for Two Major Community Events in 2025. 

As we look ahead, excitement is buzzing for our upcoming community events, set to captivate 

and inspire residents and visitors alike. Anticipation is building among our Charlton Village Community Association and 

attendees. These gatherings promise to unite individuals from all walks of life for moments of celebration, connection, 

and unforgettable shared experiences. 

Here’s a look at what we’ve got in plan for the first half of the year: Lots to get involved in!! 

DATE EVENT 

15 Mar St Patrick’s Day Community Quiz – See details below 

Easter 

Holidays 

Easter Themed Treasure Hunt – Hop into the fun with our exciting Easter Treasure Hunt! 

Gather your family and friends for a day of adventure and exploration around Charlton Village.  

Plus, you’ll have a chance to win an amazing Easter hamper filled with delicious treats! keep an 

eye out for that! 

3 May VE Day - Tea Dance - Hosted by St Thomas’ Church 

8 May 

80th Anniversary of VE Day Celebration - Join us for a special commemoration of the 80th 

anniversary of VE Day. We have lots planned! We'll be lighting our Charlton Village beacon as 

part of the national event at 9:30 PM. Don't miss it!  

10 May 
Village VE Day Celebration Street Parties – A celebration across the village. Join in and get your 

street party planned. See page 10, for ideas on what you can do. 

5 Jul 

Charlton Village Community Day 2025! - Yes, that's right - our major event, the Community 

Day, is back for 2025! It's the perfect opportunity to bring family, friends, and neighbours 

together for a day of excitement and enjoyment. Enjoy inflatables, stalls, music, and amazing 

arena events, and much more. 
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Don’t miss out…  

The 80th Anniversary of VE Day celebration is set to be a 

memorable event in Charlton Village.  

Following on from the enormous success of D-Day 80 - 6th June, 2024, in 

which we all commemorated the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day landings in 

Normandy, France, we are now focusing our efforts on the celebration of the 

80th Anniversary of VE Day which marked the end of the war in Europe on 8th 

May, 1945.  

Our big celebration event will take place on Thursday, 8th May, 2025 and we 

will be joining other locations throughout the United Kingdom, Channel 

Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories by the lighting of the Charlton 

Village beacon as part of the national event at 9:30 PM.  

Additionally, there will be a Village VE Day Celebration Street Parties on 10th May, 2025, where residents are 

encouraged to plan their own street parties. (See page 10 for ideas) 

Join Us for an Exciting Evening Sponsored by SSAFA the Armed Forces Charity! 

Get ready for a fantastic event, where any profit will be split between SSAFA and 

CVCA. 

Schedule: 

• 6:30 PM:  Bell ringing (TBC) 

• 7:00 PM:  DJ Chris Burford (Food and drinks available) 

• 7:30 PM:  Soloist performance 

• 8:00 PM:  DJ Chris Burford 

• 8:30 PM:  Soloist performance 

• 9:00 PM:  Celebration, Tribute, and "I Vow to Thee My Country" 

• 9:30 PM:  Beacon lighting  

• 10:00 PM:  Event ends 

*The CVCA Committee meeting on Tue 25th Feb, at 7:30 PM will finalise the 

schedule. 

Join us for an unforgettable evening filled with music, celebration, and 

community spirit. Don't miss out! 

  LIST OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCILLORS:   

Chair Clive Ward 07538 596 344 cllrcward@charltonvillage.org.uk  

Vice Chair Ian Smale 07421 354 874 cllrismale@charltonvillage.org.uk   
Phil Wylde 07775 852 024 cllrpwylde@charltonvillage.org.uk  

 Norman Woods  cllrnwoods@charltonvillage.org.uk  

 Keith Wilson 07966551036 cllrkwilson@charltonvillage.org.uk  

 Tracey Tasker  cllrttasker@charltonvillage.org.uk  

Clerk Eveline Attwood 07534 336 756 clerk@charltonvillage.org.uk  

Test Valley Linda Lashbrook 07766 708 061 cllrllashbrook@testvalley.gov.uk  

Hampshire County Christopher Donnelly 07738 289 858 Chris.Donnelly@hants.gov.uk  

 

FIRST POINT OF CONTACT:   

Emergency Resilience Planning Cllr Woods & Cllr Ward Planning Cllrs Smale & Cllr Wylde 

Speed Watch Cllr Wilson & Cllr Ward Neighbourhood Plan Cllr Ward 

Traffic Cllr Wilson & Cllr Ward Book Exchange Cllr Smale & Cllr Woods 

Communications Cllr Wilson & Cllr Ward Charlton Lakes Cllr Ward 

Community Hub Cllr Ward & Cllr Wylde Climate Change Cllr Ward & Cllr Wylde 

Environment & Trees Cllr Wylde & Cllr Wilson Lengthsman Clerk & Cllr Wylde 

Footpaths & Rights of Way Cllr Wylde & Cllr Ward   
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SERVICES & EVENTS - ST THOMAS 
All Services and events at St Thomas, unless stated otherwise.  

Please check our website for the latest timings… 

www.pastrowfamily.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pastrow 
Family…   
is a benefice or collection of 

churches in and around the 

villages of Andover, North 

Hampshire. 
Our overarching mission is ‘to share the 

Love, Grace and Truth of Jesus Christ.’ 

We achieve this by identifying, encouraging 

and developing the gifts and talents of our 

worshipping communities to share in 

Christ’s mission and to work collegiately 

within the parish; strengthening 

communities and responding to the 

spiritual needs of the individuals and 

families we support. 

Facebook: Family Matters In Our 

villages@pastrow 

Website: Www.Pastrowfamily.Org.Uk, or 

simply scan the QR code with your 

smartphone. 

Revd Alex Randle-Bissell, Priest-In-Charge, 

01264 512161 

revalex@pastrowfamily.org.uk 

Judith Appleby, Benefice Administrator, 

07999 352585 admin@pastrowfamily.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Come join us 

everyone is welcome! 
 

MARCH 

2nd | 10am Pastrow Family 

Gathering (Hatherden) & 4pm Said 

Holy Communion (Hurstbourne) 

5th | 7.30pm Ash Wednesday 

Service (Penton) 

9th | 10am Holy Communion, 

3.30pm Messy Church 

14th | 1.30 – 3.30pm Cosy Café 

16th | 10am Family Service 

23rd | 10am Holy Communion, 

3.30pm Play & Praise, & 6.30pm 

Encounters with Jesus 

30th | 10am Mothering Sunday 

Service 
 

APRIL 

5th | 10am Julian Prayer meeting (Hatherden) & Tabletop Sale – see local 

advertising 

6th | 10am Pastrow Family Gathering (Hatherden) & 4pm Said Holy 

Communion (Hurstbourne Tarrant) 

11th | 1.30 – 3.30pm Cosy Café 

13th |Palm Sunday - 10am Passion Play Holy Communion & 3.30pm Messy 

Church 
 

Holy Week… 

14th | 7.30pm Julian Prayer Meeting (Hatherden) 

15th | 6pm Reflective Service (Tangley) 

16th | 7.30pm Dramatic Reading (Enham) 

17th | 6pm Passover Meal – see website for booking 

Good Friday | 2pm Journey to the Cross 

Easter Saturday | 7.30pm First Communion of Easter (Weyhill) 

Easter Sunday | 10am Family Service inc Holy Communion 
 

25th | 1.30 – 3.30pm Cosy Café 

27th | 10am Holy Communion, 3.30pm Play & Praise, & 6.30pm Encounters 

with Jesus 

 

MAY 

3rd | 10am Julian Prayer meeting 

(Hatherden) & VE Day Tea Dance 

4th | 10am Pastrow Family 

Gathering (Charlton) & 4pm Said 

Holy Communion (Vernham 

Dean) 

9th | 1.30 – 3.30pm Cosy Café 

11th | 10am Holy Communion & 

3.30pm Messy Church 

18th | 10am Family Service 

23rd | 1.30 – 3.30pm Cosy Café 

25th | 10am Holy Communion, 

3.30pm Play & Praise, & 6.30pm 

Encounters with Jesus 

If you would like to sign up to our weekly 

newsletter Grapevine  
email eventsadmin@pastrowfamily.org.uk 

 

 

If you would like to sign up to our weekly 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 

http://www.pastrowfamily.org.uk/
http://www.pastrowfamily.org.uk/
mailto:revalex@pastrowfamily.org.uk
mailto:admin@pastrowfamily.org.uk
mailto:eventsadmin@pastrowfamily.org.uk


 

  

 

 

 
 

     Mercia Ave's Xmas 

Lights: A Tradition of Joy 

and Generosity!! 

Thanks to the remarkable efforts of the 

residents of Mercia Avenue and Charlton, 

we have established a Christmas lights 

display that now attracts numerous 

families from both near and far. Many 

families have shared that visiting Mercia 

Avenue has become a cherished part of their 

Christmas tradition.  

We are pleased to announce that through the 

generous donations from these visiting families to 

our charity fund, we have raised an impressive £505.  

This amount will be distributed among three 

esteemed charities: Great Ormond Street Hospital 

(GOSH), the British Heart Foundation (BHF), and the 

Countess of Brecknock Hospice.  

Syd Kassim  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Roy Sheppard.  

For over 15 years, he has been 

renovating and selling bikes 

from his driveway showroom.  

If your bike needs some TLC, 

visit him at Foxcotte Road, 

opposite the Charlton field 

bridge. Look for his sign! 

CHARLTON VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 

Your village newsletter is created and distributed by wonderful volunteers 

and printed by Bulpitt Print Ltd. The printed quarterly edition is delivered 

free of charge to over 970 homes, and can be downloaded from the village 

website www.charltonvillage.org.uk.  

          Have you got a story to share? 

We believe that each of you holds a unique story, a cherished memory, or 

an exciting update waiting to be shared. That is why we invite you to be a 

part of our upcoming village newsletter. Whether you have a heartwarming 

tale, a fascinating experience, a new project, or any news you'd like to 

share, simply get in touch by emailing editor@charltonvillage.org.uk. 

Your stories and updates hold the power to inspire, connect, and bring us 

closer together as a community.  

*Deadline for input - 14th of the month before the edition. For 

example, the next date would be the 14th May, ready for the June edition. 

Commercial Adverts for goods or services 

➢ Large – approx. A5 landscape (12cm H x 16.8cm W) £40 per edition 

➢ Small – approx. A6 portrait (12cm H x 8cm W) £30 per edition 

Please submit your adverts in JPG or PNG format.  

*Acceptance of all advertisements, and articles are subject to availability of space and at the discretion of the Editor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Community Updates 
Stories, pictures and updates shared by you… 
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Or Updatesé 



 

 

 

 

March is all about embracing the crazy British weather and creating cherished memories. As spring arrives, daffodils and 

crocuses bravely outsmart the lingering frost. Ambitious gardeners tend to their weedy patches, while the rest of us debate 

whether to celebrate St. Patrick's Day with a pint of Guinness or a trendy cocktail. March sets the stage for a season of hope 

and positivity - here's to a wonderful spring ahead!  

             Celebrating the Women of 

Charlton Village 

On 8th March, 2025, let's join the global 

community in celebrating International Women's 

Day, a day to honor the achievements of women 

and girls everywhere.  

This year, lets take a moment to recognise the incredible women of Charlton Village, 

whose resilience and passion inspire us all. 

From business owners to community leaders, volunteers, and everyday heroes, the 

women of Charlton shape our village and encourage community spirit. Their hard work 

and determination positively impact our daily lives, and we are grateful for their 

contributions. 

We also celebrate the remarkable educators, healthcare workers, and artists who enrich 

our community with their knowledge and creativity. Their 

dedication to making the world a better place is commendable. 

As we celebrate International Women's Day, let's recognise and 

appreciate the remarkable women in our lives. Their strength 

and unwavering spirit continue to inspire us. Together, we can 

support and uplift the women of Charlton Village, ensuring 

a brighter and more inclusive future for everyone. 

Enham Post Office - Celebrating Our Journey to the Finals 

of the Rural Oscars! 

We are thrilled to share that we've made it to the finals of the Countryside Alliance Awards for 

the Rural Oscars! Your support has gotten us this far, and we can't thank you enough. Keep an eye 

on our Facebook page for the link to the public vote coming soon. With your enthusiastic backing, 

we have a real chance at winning! 

This March, let us help with all your travel insurance and currency needs.  

Whether you're seeking euros, travel money cards, or the best tips for your holiday prep, 

we've got you covered. Ready to make your next adventure unforgettable? 

Our COOK meals are still very popular, if you haven’t tried them yet, why not pop in and 

see what we have on offer. There are so many delicious meals to choose from and we 

have a great selection of wines to compliment them too. 

If you want to be in with a chance of winning a £5,000 holiday, pop in and have a 

chat about a Post Office savings account. 

Thank you to all of you who have been onto Google and left us a review, we really 

appreciate it! If you haven't done so yet and could spare a moment, that would be great.  

Finally, we have three young people joining us working towards their Duke of Edinburgh 

awards, please make sure to say hello if you see them. 

Tim, Leslie & Team Enham 
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March…  

 

March…  

 

March…  

 

March…  

 

March…  

 

March…  

 

March…  

 

March…  

For classical and folk music enthusiasts, the Andover Concert 

Series, promoted by the Andover Music Club, is in its 78th season. 

Professional musicians perform at the Lights for seven months 

each year. Visit www.andoverconcertseries.co.uk for concert 

details. In March, enjoy a special afternoon event with the Mandolin 

Quintet’s, a fun group appealing to families and schoolchildren. 

Tickets are available through the Lights and at the door. 

http://www.andoverconcertseries.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

April showers bring blossoms, transforming parks and gardens. Egg hunts and festive gatherings gear up for Easter, with 

scavenger hunts and chocolate egg races. April sets the stage for laughter, exploration, and cherished moments - let the 

adventures begin! 

        Fun and Easy Easter Crafts for Kids 

Spring is in the air, and Easter is just around the corner! It's the perfect time to 

get crafty with your little ones and create some delightful Easter-themed 

projects. 

Here are three fun and easy Easter crafts to keep you and your children entertained. 

Creating these crafts together is a wonderful way to celebrate the season and make 

lasting memories.  

1. Easter Egg Decorating 

Materials Needed: Hard-boiled eggs, food colouring, vinegar, water, and various 

decorating supplies (stickers, markers, glitter, etc.). 

Instructions: Mix food colouring, vinegar, and water in cups. Dip the eggs into the dye to create vibrant colours. Once dry, let 

the kids add their personal touch with stickers, markers, and glitter. 

2. Bunny Ears Headband 

Materials Needed: Card, scissors, glue, and a headband. 

Instructions: Cut out bunny ear shapes from the card. Attach the ears to the headband with glue. Let the kids decorate the 

ears with markers, glitter, or stickers. 

3. Egg Carton Chicks 

Materials Needed: Egg cartons, paint, googly eyes, orange card, and glue. 

Instructions: Cut the egg carton cups apart and paint them yellow, pink or whatever colour you want. 

Once dry, add googly eyes and an orange card beak. These adorable chicks can be used as decorations 

or toys. 

🐰 Happy crafting and happy Easter! 

THE EASTER JOURNEY IN WORDS AND MUSIC 

This year’s spring concert from Andover Chamber Choir 

charts the dramatic events leading up to Easter in words and 

music. Entitled ‘The Journey to Easter’, the story begins in 

Lent with its emphasis on preparation and penitence, moving 

on to Palm Sunday and Christ’s triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem. 

The concert takes place on Saturday, 12th April at St Michael & 

All Angels church, West Andover, beginning at 7.30 pm.  

Tickets are £15 on the door or £12 in advance from The Lights, 

Newbury Building Society or choir members. Under-16s are 

admitted free. Proceeds will go to the Andover Young Carers, a 

small charity providing vital support and respite to young carers 

in Andover and the surrounding area who have caring 

responsibilities that are inappropriate for their years. 
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April…  

 

April…  

 

April…  

 

April…  

 

April…  

 

April…  

 

April…  

 

April…  



 

 

 

 

May brings bank holidays, fairs, and festivals with delightful treats. It's also perfect for backyard barbecues. Enjoy the sun, 

laughter, and unforgettable memories - let the springtime festivities thrive! 

             Celebrate the 80th Anniversary of VE Day with a 

Street Party – 10th May, 2025! 

As we commemorate the 80th anniversary of VE Day, it's the perfect time to bring the 

community together with a festive street party. It is a time to honour the bravery and 

sacrifices of those who fought for our freedom. A street party is a wonderful way to 

celebrate this historic occasion, promoting a sense of camaraderie and community 

spirit. 

Peake Way, Charlton, and several other areas are already making plans. If you haven't 

added this to your diary yet, why not join in? 

Here are a few tips for hosting a memorable VE Day street party—it would be incredible to 

have as many streets across the village involved as possible. 

          Plan Ahead: Start organising your street party well in advance. Gather a group of 

volunteers to help with planning and coordinating the event. Assign specific tasks to ensure 

everything runs smoothly. 

     Get Permission: Contact your local council to obtain any necessary permits for road 

closures and public gatherings. Make sure to inform all residents about the event and any 

temporary changes to access. 

     Decorations: Adorn your street with festive decorations. Use bunting, flags, and banners in red, 

white, and blue to create a patriotic atmosphere. Encourage neighbours to decorate their homes and 

gardens as well. 

     Food and Drink: Organise a potluck-style feast where everyone brings a dish to share. Set up tables 

and chairs along the street for communal dining. Don't forget to include classic British treats. (see page 11, for the official WI 

VE Day Orange and Ginger Cake recipe). 

    Entertainment: Plan a variety of activities to keep everyone entertained. Consider live music, dance performances, and 

games for children. A sing-along of wartime songs can also add a nostalgic touch. 

      Dress Up: Encourage attendees to dress in 1940’s attire to add an authentic feel to the celebration. You can even hold a 

best-dressed competition with small prizes. 

       Safety First: Ensure there are adequate safety measures in place. 

Arrange for first aid kits and designate individuals to handle any 

emergencies. Keep an eye on weather forecasts and have contingency 

plans for rain. 

       Eco-Friendly: Make your event environmentally friendly by 

minimizing waste. Use reusable plates, cups, and cutlery. Set up recycling 

stations and encourage guests to dispose of their waste responsibly. 

Finally, the most important bit…          Capture the Moment! Document 

the celebration by taking photos and videos to share with the 

community afterwards. 

By following these tips, you can create a memorable VE Day street 

party that brings neighbours together to celebrate our shared 

history and look forward to a bright future.  

Let's honour the past, enjoy the present, and build lasting 

connections in our community. 
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Secure your future and support  

your local hospice: Free Will Scheme now available! 

Imagine ensuring your loved ones are cared for and leaving a lasting legacy                                                in 

your Community - all at no cost to you.  

Through a partnership with Parker Bullen LLP, the Countess of Brecknock Hospice is offering a Free Will Scheme to help 

local residents make or amend their Wills with ease. This opportunity not only helps you protect your future but also offers a 

chance to support the future of hospice care in Andover. While there’s no obligation, the hospice invites you to consider 

leaving a gift in your Will, making a meaningful impact that will benefit generations to come. 

Why make a Will? 

Having a valid Will is the only way you can ensure that your home, possessions and money go the people you care most 

about. Without a Will, your estate will be distributed according to intestacy laws. By creating a Will, you can ensure that your 

assets are given to the people or organisations you choose, such as family members, friends, or charities. 

How the scheme works 

To participate, simply contact the Parker Bullen team to book an appointment. The 

Free Will Scheme covers single or joint Wills with simple instructions. For more 

complex needs, such as Trusts or Lasting Powers of Attorney, additional costs may 

apply. An ID check is required at £15 plus VAT per person, which is not included in 

the scheme. 

How to book 

Contact Emma Cook at 01264 320953 or Lisa McKellar at 01264 328685 at Parker 

Bullen to schedule your appointment. 

For more information about the hospices Free Will Scheme visit 

cobh.org.uk/support-us/make-a-gift-in-your-will. 
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Whether it’s a small pot on a windowsill, your front garden or an expansive 

backgarden, the call of gardening is a call to cultivate a healthier, happier, and 

more harmonious life.  

Gardening is more than just a leisure activity; it is a holistic practice that offers a multitude of 

benefits that can enhance our physical, mental, and emotional well-being. New beginnings bring so 

much excitement. Spring is a season of new beginnings, with seeds germinating, seedlings growing, and 

bees buzzing around early spring flowers. It's a busy time, so remember to pause and enjoy the beauty 

of the blooming flowers along the way. 

Here’s a few suggestions on what you could do this spring: 

March: This can be a tricky month as far as the weather goes… it’s possible to get mild sunshine one day, only followed by 

a hard frost the next, so be sure to make the most of bright spells. You can mulch and prune, take                                     

cuttings, reseed lawns, and sow half-hardy annuals.   

THINGS TO DO 

Start mowing lawns regularly & reseed any bare patches  Move evergreen shrubs 

Mulch bare soil in borders Split polyanthus after flowering 

Put pond pumps back into the pond, making them safe Sow hardy annuals, sweet peas & vegatables outside 

Propaget shurbs by layering Increase herbaceous perennials by taking stem cuttings 

Prune shrubs & roses Water your indoor plants regularly  
 

LAST CHANCE 

• Plant snowdrops and winter aconites 

• Finish planting bare-root trees & shrubs 

GET AHEAD 

• Warm growing bags in the greenhouse before planting 

• Put stakes in to support perennials later in the year 

 

April: The garden suddenly begins to look green and vibrant and the warmer days and lighter evenings help to gladden 

the heart of every gardner. You can begin to prune early-flowering shrubs now and start dividing perennials. Regular weeding 

and deadheading will keep your garden in trim.  

THINGS TO DO 

Protect new trees & shrubs in cold, exposed spots Divide perennials to get more plants for your garden 

Plant evergreen trees & shrubs Keep hoeing to suppress weeds, dig perennial weeds out 

Tie in the new shoots of climbers Prune early-flowering shrubs  

Spray roses against black spot Continue watering newly planted trees & shrubs 

Deadhead your daffodils Sow or lay turf for new lawns & feed estalished lawns 
 

LAST CHANCE 

• Cut down any dead growth of perennials  

• Plant summer-flowering bulbs  

GET AHEAD 

• Prepare trenches for runner beans 

• Plant up hanging baskets if you have shelter for them 
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This Spring 
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˸̖̥ ̠̦̥ ̟̚ ̥̙̖ ̘̣̖̟̒̕з 
yourself  
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yourself  

I my 



 

 

May: Many gardeners regard May as one of the best months in the garden. The warmer weather makes gardening 

particulary engrossing, so you can enjoy getting your plot ready for summer and planning for the months ahead. 

THINGS TO DO 

Protect young plants from slugs & snails Plant out dahlias at the end of the month 

Prune spring-flowering shrubs & Clemtis montana after 

it has flowered 

Clear out spring bedding for planting summer bedding 

plants 

Trim box & other formal hedging lightly Move tender plants outside now for the summer 

Thin out annuals & vegetables sown earlier Continue taking cuttings from herbaceous perennials 

Mow lawns once a week from now on Ventilate greenhouse or conservatories in warm weather 
 

LAST CHANCE 

• Sow or turf new lawns before conditions 

get too dry 

• Finish planting evergreen shrubs 

GET AHEAD 

• Sow biannials for next year spring bedding plants 

• Inspect plants regularly for signs of pests & diseases… 

nip potential problems in the bud 

 

,~|ï® o~ªpj®Ó 

Keep Mowing Lawns but put the 

blades on a high setting to prevent 

grass from being stressed, and to 

reduce the amount of clippings you 

have to deal with all in one go.  

Check for nesting birds 

before you clip into any large 

shrubs or topiary features. 

Ideally leave any clippings until 

summer if possible.  

Pick off and bin any leaves 

on roses that are showing signs 

of blackspot. This will help to 

stop it spreading.  
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òWe might think we are nurturing our  

garden, but itõs our garden that is nurturing usó 
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Oaktrack Smallholding 

  Our March Plant Sale will provide lots of inspiration for 

your garden borders, pots, cut flower and veggie patches this 

season with an array of seasonal plants, cottage garden 

perennials and vegetable seedlings. 

  Practical advice and tips will be on hand from our team 

  We are delighted to have Steph from Floral Rebellion who 

will be joining us with her gorgeous handcrafted willow items 

and demonstrating the skill of willow weaving. 

  Our pop-up café will be open serving tea, coffee & 

homemade cakes so come and join us. 

Entry is free and there is plenty of parking available on 

site. 

https://www.facebook.com/Oaktrack


 

 

 

 

 

www.oaktrack.co.uk 

Grass fed meat Ͻ Free range eggs 

Seasonal fruit, veg & cut flowers Ͻ 

Handmade preserves 

Cottage garden plants Ͻ Woven wool 

products 
 

O P E N 

Every Wednesday, Thursday & Saturday 

9am – 2pm 

Friday 9am – 4pm 

 

M: 07933 764305  

E: oaktracksmallholding@gmail.com 

Tina Wells, Charlton Down, Andover, 

Hants. SP11 0JA 
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You can find all the links we've shared in the online version of this newsletter. It, along with 
all previous editions, is available on our website at www.charltonvillage.org.uk 

 

You can find all the links we've shared in the online version of this newsletter. It, along with 


