Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Shilbottle Parish Council  held on
Wednesday 11 August 2021 at 6.30 p.m.
In The Haven Community Room

The Clerk opened the meeting at 6.30p.m. and welcomed all Parish Councillors and our County Councillor Trevor Thorne

There were no members of the public in attendance.

The Chair, Councillor Mrs Haddow opened the meeting by giving a resume of the events over the past month. 
The Welfare and Middle Road play equipment had been painted and efforts were being made to enlist children to paint the skate park. A painter had been commissioned to paint all the fencing at Widow’s Row once approval was granted by the Council.
The damage to the rubber matting had been repaired and the Play inspector had been asked to do the broken shuttering. The Chair would ask approval for purchase of new bark asap.
The bins for the Welfare and Middle Row were on order and should be here by the end of the month.
Former Chair and Freeman of the village, Tom Scott attended the dedication ceremony of a seat and  the presentation to Shilbottle Parish Council of a book on Church and Community by Canon Gough.
The family of Dr. Mike Mc Phun  and Members of the Quaker Community attended the dedication of a plaque commemorating Mike’s commitment to this village, including successfully working for the funding of The Community Hall.
Present: Councillors Mrs Haddow- Chair, Mrs Lewis – Vice Chair, Mrs Douglas, Mrs Hood, Mrs Taylor and Councillors Aitchison and Elliott.
Also present – The Clerk, Daniel Metcalf and County Councillor Thorne
· Apologies for Absence were received from Councillors Graham Huggins, Brendan Storey and Councillor Mrs Robertson.
· Declaration of interest
· Minutes of meeting held on  14 July 2021 were proposed, seconded and approved unanimously.
· Matters arising for discussion – these were all included in Agenda items.


· Correspondence  -
· Correspondence with NCC over cemetery – The Clerk had written to the Leader of the County Council to clarify why small parishes were being charged Business Rates, and if there was equality of charging throughout the whole County. The letter had been acknowledged.
· Northd. Estates had replied with regard to progress on Grange Road development. As yet there was no movement, but we would be kept informed of any significant changes.
· Letters of thanks re seat and plaque had been received.
· Emails to and from Katie Gerrard, Northumbria Police by the Chair and Councillor Mrs Hood. Katie stated that due to self isolation, many officers were unavailable, but the situation was improving and she would maintain contact.
· Email to County Councillor Thorne who was at the meeting and would give his input.
· Letter to Canon Gough re presentation of book to be kept for Parish Archives.
· Letter from Judith Webb re her land SOUTH OF Colliers’ Close which had received many objections to the proposed development. The Parish would write stating that the Parish could not possibly give an opinion on privately owned land. Councillor Thorne had some ideas, but as the land is not owned by the Parish we cannot give advice which might be deemed legally binding.
· Letter to the Running Fox with regard to parking had been sent. The Councillors were aware that people catching the bus and local residents were parking in the rear car park and preventing patrons accessing parking spaces.

Finance: The following accounts  for July were presented for approval 
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£120.00
· Alastair Kidd – grass cutting  and repairs					£936.59
· Seat and plaque – 							£1016.40
· Shilbottle Village Forum – cemetery work				£20.00
· Mrs. M.E. Haddow , items for presentation				£50.90
· Mrs. M.E. Haddow – Brewers paint for play area				£121.20
· Greaves Grindle 							£48.00
· S. Murray -painting Welfare play area					£360.00
· S. Murray painting Middle Row, play area				£120.00
 
· Daniel Metcalf – printer inks contract with HP @ £9.99 PCM. Will claim annually.

· The accounts were proposed, seconded and approved unanimously.

· Councillor Mrs Haddow asked approval for the following:

· The purchase of bark for the Welfare play area.

· Approval for the painting of the fencing at Middle Row - £250 plus paint.

· Approval for the power hosing and sanding of  War Memorial area  - £250

These were unanimously approved.

A full and detailed account of all cheques and payments, together with a full summary of accounts was given to each Councillor. The Clerk gave a full explanation and stated these balanced with the July 2021 statement.
The accounts summary was proposed, seconded and unanimously approved.
Pay review for Clerk – It was agreed that the Finance Committee would meet  before the next meeting. It was unanimously agreed to co-op Mrs Hood onto the Finance Committee.


Planning
Planning land south of Colliers Close
Planning Northside
Objections have been submitted by the Council.
New plans for extension to house at Colliers Close and Garden Terrace can be accessed via the internet.
·  Finance Committee  - 
· Clerk is in the process of reclaiming VAT for last three years. 
The Finance Committee would meet to discuss Pay review for Clerk – It was agreed that the Finance Committee would meet prior to the next Council meeting. It was unanimously agreed to co-op Mrs Hood onto the Finance Committee.
·  Feedback on play areas - 			
·  Councillor Huggins to continue liaising  with Alastair Kidd about shuttering and new bark.   Feedback on painting.  Councillor Mrs Haddow had discussed with the Vice Chair and Councillors Hood, Huggins and Taylor the painting of the play equipment by a painter. This had been agreed and the work was complete. 
Councillors also agreed to have fencing at Middle Row – approximately 2 days work.
· An account had now been opened at Brewers in Alnwick for paint, but The Chair initially had to upfront the cost and claim it back from the Council. She did however, still receive the 20% discount.
· Councillors Haddow, Hood and Taylor to co-ordinate children participation in design and painting of skate park.

· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne/ Councillor Mrs Lewis.

Feed back from Chair and Vice Chair.
Councillors Mrs Haddow and Lewis had been in contact with County Councillor Thorne and he had resolved some of our outstanding issues.
The bus shelter will be started within the coming weeks
Dropped kerbs was on the list of priorities for Shilbottle
The road between Hampeth and Shilbottle has been resurfaced.
Councillor Thorne was asked for advice over a local issue
Councillor Thorne would raise the question of the long delay in letting local authority houses in Shilbottle, and he will look into this.
Councillor Thorne spoke about the planning agreement given by NCC for the new factory scheduled to employed hundreds of new workers and about employment coming to the North East.
Councillor Thorne would follow up the issue of the Northd. Estates proposed development on
 Grange Road.
The Chair thanked Councillor Thorne for his attendance and hoped that a good working relationship would continue.

Update on involvement with police   	Councillors Mrs Hood/Aitchison.  
Update on conversations with Katie Gerard who stated she had been isolating, as had many colleagues and that hopefully working practices were now back to normal.
Councillors Aitchison and Hood were asked to contact her over parking at corners of Lee Avenue and on the bends in Grange Road.
Cemetery			It was agreed to meet to update registers
Bus Shelter                                      Councillor Mrs Robertson was on holiday. Councillor Mrs Haddow had been liaising with Councillor Thorne and work is proceeding. She thanked Councillor Thorne for his input.
Dog Fouling / Litter		All Councillors for designated areas. 

· Homes for Northumberland                             Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison will contact Homes for Northumberland about the long delay in letting houses while there were people desperate to be housed.

·  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee			Councillor Mrs Haddow/ Hood/ Taylor / Douglas/ Lewis/ Storey

· Councillors Mrs Haddow and Hood will continue work on this  King George VI died on 6 February 1952, so 6 February marks the Platinum Jubilee. However, National celebrations are taking place in June, the month the Queen was crowned and when we celebrate her official Birthday so we shall aim for our celebrations for the Bank Holidays to be announced around that date.

· This brought the meeting to an end and The Chair thanked everyone for coming. She reminded the Councillors that there would be no meeting in September as this marked our Annual Break. However, she and the Vice Chair are available for any problem which arises.

Date of next meeting is 13 October at 6.30 p.m. in the Haven Community Room. Please note it was agreed to meet in August and have September as our holiday month. 
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