
MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER 2025 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM

Present: 	Cllrs W Britton, J Booth, C Lowis

Chair:		Cllr D Crossman

Clerk: 	Mrs A Crocker

Also present:	2 members of the public and Dorset Cllr J Haynes

1.	Period of Public Participation

25.074	Thanks were extended to Cllr Fell for the work he had undertaken to the seat at Moats Cottages. It was also noted that the bus shelter has been repainted. 

2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.075	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Mike Fell, Mike Claydon and Andy Barnett.

3.	To receive declarations of interest 

25.076 No interests were declared.

4,	To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 28th July 2025

25.077	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members. As only one member was present who attended the meeting, the minutes could not be confirmed at this time. They will be brought back to the October meeting. 

5.	Matters arising for report only 

25.078	 Cllr Booth reported that a group of farmers in the area were testing water quality throughout the river course. Some results have been received and, in terms of nitrates and phosphates, the river is very healthy. At the end of the 12 month cycle a full report will be issued. Members asked if it would be possible to have an interim report that could be published. It was noted that dipping is also being undertaken in Milbourne. 

	Bench at Moats Cottages has been repaired and the bus shelter has been tidied. A quote is being obtained for the roof in order to replace some tiles. 

	The dog signs have been purchased and will be put in place in the near future. 

	The Whiteways footpath sign is still in need of repair.

	The contractors working on Dewlish House are going through the village at speed rather than exiting towards Dorchester, as has been agreed at the time of the application. Cllrs Booth and Crossman will speak to the necessary contractors and ask them to change their routes.





6.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.079	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. Although Dewlish is not directly affected by the proposals within the Dorset Council Local Plan, members and residents are encouraged to submit responses online. The consultation continues until the 13th October. Cllr Haynes reported that changes are being made to the way the back office is going to be working at Dorset Council. In order to achieve this, a substantial amount is going to be invested in new IT. This is needed in order to provide a better service, with less staff. The aim is to reduce the number of call service centres overall and bring them all into one tier of support. This may result in the loss of 250 jobs in the long term. 

7.	Finance 

25.080	To note the Clerk’s pay increase of 3.2% in line with the national pay award 

	The increase was noted.

25.081	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

	A Crocker		August salary + expenses			BACS078		243.04
	HMRC			August PAYE					BACS079		  43.20
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting August				DDR14/25		  11.99
	Hugo Fox 		Web hosting July				DDR15/25		  11.99
	Lloyds			Account fees 10.07 to 09.08.25		DDR16/25		    4.25
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting September			DDR17/25		  20.99
	A Crocker		September salary + expenses			BACS080		231.18
	HMRC			September PAYE				BACS081		  51.20
	M Fell			Reimburse bus shelter repairs			BACS082		  30.59
	Lloyds			Account fees 10.08 to 09.09.25		DDR18/25		    4.25
	
	The total amount requested from the Precept is £652.68.

	Cllr Booth proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Britton  and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that income received since the last meeting was as follows:

			Account interest		£24.40

25.082 To accept the Reconciliation of Accounts and position against budget
	
Copies of both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Britton proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Lowis  and agreed unanimously.

8.	To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions 

25.083	Planning and Housing 

	To consider the Dorset Local Plan -  Members are encouraged to submit a response and there is an online discussion on the 1st October should anyone wish to attend.
	
25.084	Police, Traffic and Roads 

	The August Police report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made. 

25.085	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

(i) To consider locating a bench at the top of Pound Lane – Cllr Britton will speak to the landowner and this will be brought back to the October meeting.

(ii)	Update on the Land Registry application – Payment of £40 has been made to cover the cost of the Ordnance Survey site inspection. The online application had been completed and acknowledged but has subsequently been lost in the system and will be resubmitted. 

(iii) To consider the installation of planters at the village boundaries – This is primarily in respect of the Dorchester access road. The landowner has confirmed that they are happy for the verge to be cut. Cllr Booth will trim the foliage around the sign. A planter will then be purchased and put in place. This could take the form of an old water trough. Traffic does not tend to travel so quickly past Greenways and the village name sign on the Milborne St Andrew side is too far out from the village centre to justify trying to encourage traffic to slow down at that point.

(iv) Verge from Moats Cottages to the church – Permission has been received to cut the verge and flatten it. Discussion took place as to whether a kerb should be installed. However, this would be getting into the realms of having to involve Dorset Highways. It was felt that the area could be cut back so children can get off the road and onto the verge. A working party will be put together to undertake the work.  

(v) Bench for the bus shelter – The Clerk highlighted several options available from Glasdon but residents present offered to speak to a local garden centre to see if they had a cheaper option. A limit of £600 will be set on the bench. Should a suitable one be found, Cllr Crossman will notify members so that it can be purchased and installed before the next meeting. The inscription that had been on the old bench will be removed and placed on the bus shelter above the site of the old bench. 

9.	To consider a response to the Parish Survey

25.086	Members are encouraged to complete the survey by the 31st October. 

10.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors 

25.087	Cllr Barnett has requested that the tunnel is removed from the Bridges as it is not used and the grass does not grow very well on it. Cllr Lowis suggested that, should the tunnel be removed, a mound could be put in its place. This can be looked at next spring. 

11.	Date of next meeting 

25.088	The next meeting will be hold on Monday 27th October, commencing 7.30pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.35pm.

	
	

	dewlish parish council minutes 2025/26	2


Signed: …………………………………………………………
