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From a Churchwarden (Vicar on Annual Leave)

These two remarkable images are included in a small exhibition of
prints that we shall display in the chancel of our church during the
weeks of Lent and leading up to Easter. Both these pictures divide into
two scenes, an upper scene and a lower scene. The upper scenes are
heavenly, elevated, gracious, out of this world. The lower scenes are
troubling, full of gesture and human suffering. 

In the print on the left an execution is taking place. The woman standing
on the steps has just been stabbed with a sword. It is visible in her
breast. The two men near her have her wrists tied separately with ropes.
She is surrounded by soldiers and there is a crowd and some horses
behind her. Helmeted soldiers on the right and left edges of the print are
looking elsewhere perhaps for further orders or wanting to escape what
has happened but most people in the scene have their eyes on this
wounded woman. The young man with a basket and tools at the base
of the steps is crouching and looking up at her. Only the dog is distinc-
tively and perhaps instinctively looking across the scene at something
other in the way that dogs do. He ignores the wounded woman waiting
to die. n the print on the right the lower scene is full of gestures and an-
guish. A woman kneels in supplication, her right  arm pointing to a boy
who is suffering a convulsion, his muscles tightly stretched, his arms
flaying and his mouth open. He is having an epileptic fit and is being
supported by his father. His mother is praying for help from Jesus who
is not prominent in the scene but is leaning forward, his hand on his
heart, head bent forward, paying close attention to the suffering boy and



his parents, listening to what they say. The disciples are all around
pointing and gesticulating, the man sitting in the foreground has a book
and some scrolls with him. Has his medical advice been superseded
by the loving attention of Jesus?

Above, in the print on the left, angels are bringing garlands and flowers
to St Justina of Padua (for that is who she is, killed on the order of a
visiting Emperor for refusing to pray to the god Mars). Above are angels
making music, a scene of gracious harmony while the Virgin Mary and
St John intercede for all humanity before Jesus who holds a sceptre
and a globe which signify his lordship over the world. The timelessness,
the eternity of divine love is intersecting with the cruelty and waste of
the world.

Above, in the print on the right, Jesus is transfigured, transformed so that
‘his face shone as the sun and his clothes became white as the light’. He
is rising from the ground, in a way that anticipates his resurrection and
his ascension into heaven. And, at that moment of extraordinary change
when the man they loved was recognised as divine, Peter, James and
John, overwhelmed and shielding their eyes from his brilliance, see him
greeted by the great prophets of the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah. 

Heaven and earth come together in these prints, the spiritual and the
physical are experienced together. Agostino Carracci (adapting in 1557
a painting by Veronese to create one of the greatest engravings of the
early modern period) presents the martyrdom of St Justina in the
context of transcendence and eternal love. Sir Nicholas Dorigny
(engraving in 1705 after a painting by Raphael) merges events that
follow each other in St Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 17; so the healing
of the epileptic boy is synchronised with the transfiguration.  Both
prints in very different ways allow us from our material, time-bound
world to touch the eternal, outside time. 

Recognition or even experience of the intersection between the spir-
itual and the mundane gives deeper meaning to our brief lives. In
Four Quartets, Eliot writes:

… to apprehend
The point of intersection of the timeless
With time, is an occupation for the saint.

We can all give it a go. Come and see the prints in the flesh. 
Enjoy the spring and have a happy Easter.

Robert Wilson



Services in All Saints’ Church
March 2024

3rd March   The Third Sunday of Lent
8:00am Holy Communion 9:30am Parish Communion

10th March The Fourth Sunday of Lent / Mothering Sunday
9:30am Parish Communion 

17th March The Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide Begins)
8:00am Holy Communion             
9:30am Parish Communion

24th March Palm Sunday (with procession &palm crosses)
9:30am Parish Communion 

Holy Week Services:

Monday 25th March
6:00pm Benefice Communion (All Saints’, Cuddesdon)

Tuesday 26th March
2:00pm Benefice Communion (St Mary’s, Garsington

Wednesday 27th March
7:30pm Benefice Communion (St Giles’, Horspath)

Thursday 28th March (Maundy Thursday)
7:30pm Benefice Eucharist with foot-washing and stripping of

the altar, followed by a Watch (All Saints’,Cuddesdon)

Friday 29th March (Good Friday)
?  am Ripon College Cuddesdon worship around village 

and in All Saints’ Church (details to be confirmed)
11am-1pm Children’s Easter Workshop & lunch in Horspath Hub

2:15pm Service at the Foot of the Cross (St Mary’s Garsington)

Saturday 30th March (Holy Saturday)
7:00pm Easter Vigil and Fire (St Giles’, Horspath)

Sunday 31st March (Easter Day)
9:30am Parish Communion (with Easter eggs/crème eggs)



Cuddesdon and Denton WI

We would be delighted to see former members, cur-
rent members and new members so do come along,
bring a friend and enjoy getting to know everyone. 
Refreshments are served.   

We meet in the Village Hall at 6.45pm on the first Weds of the month.  

The next meeting will be:

March 6th We will be painting eggs in readiness for Easter 
followed by our Annual General Meeting.

April 3rd Peter Hague will be talking about his work as a TV 
and Film extra. 

Pauline Hessey

Save The Date – Cuddesdon Church Fete
It is that time of year when preparations for the Church Fete start in

earnest. Please save the date and come along. 

Saturday, 11th May 2024    Theme: Paris Olympics

Help needed..

Raffle Prizes: If you have anything that would be a good raffle prize,
please do let Therese Luke or Lorna Robertson know. 

Join the Committee or Help on the Day: If you are able to get
involved and help with preparations by joining the committee or
could spare an hour or two to help run a stall on the day, please
contact Mark Chapman or Marion West.

Therese Luke



All Saints’ Church Choir
An informal choir singing at All Saints’ Church, 

Cuddesdon, every fourth Sunday of the month. 

All ages welcome.

Please contact Ron Stern

ron@thesterns.org.uk or 01865 872863

Whether or not you’ve been in a choir before, 

do come and give it a try.

We rehearse and sing just once a month.

It’s fun, and we get to sing some great music.

The BaT & Ball

Grand
Re-opening

this Saturday
2nd March

5pm

lets all Support It !



Cuddesdon Coffee Morning

The next Coffee Morning will take place on
Tues12th March at 10.30-12.00 in the Village Hall.

Do come along and meet up with friends. We would love to welcome
new members especially anyone new to the village. 

Entry £1 to include coffee and biscuits and we always have an excel-
lent raffle. We look forward to seeing you there.

Jean, Marion and Lynda

Village Litter Pick
Sunday 24th March 11am  > Meet Outside The Village Hall

Bags provided but please bring your gloves and Hi-Vis jackets

Senior Citizens’ Lunch.
We hope to have the Senior Citizens’ Lunch sometime in May.
Please be sure to look at the April Newsletter for details.

Marion, Waveney and Linda.

Senior Citizens’ Lunch Committee
You may know that the Senior Citizens’ Lunch is funded by the
August Bank Holiday Coffee Morning, always known as John
Paxton’s Coffee Morning and held in 2023 in his memory.

For thirty six years Marion, Waveney and Linda have been involved in
the organisation of the Coffee Morning and Lunch, but they now feel
the time is right for them to step down. They very much hope this does
not mean that these events will come to an end, but new people are
needed with fresh ideas and enthusiasm. It would be very sad to lose
these important village events. If anyone is interested in taking this over
or helping with these events, please contact one of us.

Marion West (872037),  Waveney Luke (874440),  Linda Bobby (874372) 





New initiatives occurring in the library over the next few months.

We have a new Digital Helper session on alternate Thursday
afternoons 2:30-3:30p.m. for anyone who needs help with a specific
computer or online query. Please contact us to book a Digital Helper
session or speak to a member of staff in the library for further details.

A new Storytime session will begin soon on alternate Saturday
mornings for children ages 4 – 7, so keep an eye out for specific dates
and times that will be posted in the library and on our website at
bit.ly/WheatleyLibrary. 

Here’s a reminder of our regular events:

•  Rhymetime: free & every Friday, 10:30 a.m. for kids up to 5 yrs old
•  Digital Helper: free & alternate Thursdays, 2:30 – 3:30p.m.
•  Jigsaw Puzzle Swap: first Saturday of each month, 9:30-12:30 p.m.
•  Art Group:  1st & 3rd Monday afternoon, 4 – 6 p.m.
•  Fibre Group: 1st & 3rd Monday afternoon, 2 – 4 p.m.

For news and event updates, follow the ‘Friends of Wheatley Library’
Facebook page. Our Wheatley Friends Group would benefit from
additional members so if you’d like to join, please visit wheatleyli-
brary.org or send a Facebook message. 

We recently recruited several fantastic new volunteers to work in the
library so please keep your eye out for those new faces, who we are
very happy to have on board!

For library queries, please email wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
or call 01865 875267.

Hope to see you soon! 



A Great Place To Grow







John Howell MP writes... February  2024 

As you might imagine the issues raised with me week by week are
many and varied. Many emails are campaign emails drafted by a
particular lobby group for constituents across the county to send to
their MP. However a good number of emails are from constituents
who have a particular problem that they want to raise. Some of these
I can help with others I have to steer elsewhere. Among the issues
raised it is not infrequent for people to have concerns around NHS
services, which is something that I can sometimes help with.
Problems with accessing GPs are not uncommon nor are concerns
with accessing NHS dentists. 

I was therefore pleased to see recent Government announcements
which I believe will help with both of these in due course. The
Pharmacy First initiative is very welcome. This is an approach to make
better use of the skills of pharmacists whereby they can offer treat-
ment for some common health conditions themselves without the
need to visit a GP or have a prescription. Pharmacists will be able to
treat conditions including sinusitis, sore throat, earache, infected
insect bite, impetigo, shingles, and uncomplicated urinary tract
infections in women without the need for patients to see a GP or have
a prescription. I have always felt that pharmacists have been
undervalued and under used and so am delighted to see this avenue
for treatment opening up. 

I was also pleased to see the launch of the NHS Dental Recovery
Plan. I know that it has not always been easy to access NHS dental
services in the constituency and this plan seeks to encourage more
dentists to offer treatment on the NHS. As always these things take
time to roll out and I look forward to seeing this implemented locally
with greater access to dental services available through the NHS.  

Another common issue raised with me is the state of our roads.
Towards the end of last year the Government announced substantial
additional funding for resurfacing road. This money, £8.3 billion, is



money redirected from the cancelled Phase 2 of HS2. Oxfordshire will
get a total indicative additional funding allocation of £82,340,000. This
will be spread over a period of time from 2023/24 to 2033/34, and in
reality it will take that sort of time to plan for and resource the repairs
needed. The money will be passed to local highways authorities to spend
and in order to ensure transparency on the spending the local authorities
are required to publish information on their websites on the spending.
By mid-March we should see a summary of the plans for the next two
years. I will be looking to see a fair allocation to rural areas where I
believe the state of the roads is particularly poor and where public
transport is most lacking. 

As always I am interested to know the issues that concern constituents.
The best way to contact me is via email: john.howell.mp@parliament.uk.

Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Fill in each grid
so that every
column, every
row and  3x3
box contains
the digits 1 to 9







Changes To Postal Voting And Proxy Voting

There are some important changes you need to know if you vote by post

or by proxy:

*  You now have to renew your postal voting application every 3 years.

* You can apply online, but you will need to prove your identity when applying

* There are now limits to how many people a voter can act as a proxy for.

To find out more, visit: electoralcommission.org.uk/waystovote

Simply the best!

South Oxfordshire Residents are officially the best recyclers in England! The

latest government recycling performance table ranked us top nationally for

2022/23 with 61.6% of all our household waste being recycled. Thank you

for all your efforts in helping us reach this incredible goal! We’re sure that

you will keep up the good work, but please keep trying to reduce the amount

of rubbish you throw away and reuse as many items as possible

Cuddesdon and Denton Village Hall.

Wednesday 13th March 2024 at 8pm

Irrfan Khan, Nimrat Kaur, Nawazuddin 
Siddiqui. Director: Ritesh Batra.

A mistaken delivery in Mumbai’s famously 
efficient lunchbox delivery system connects 
a young housewife to an older man in the dusk
of his life as they build a fantasy world together
through notes in the lunchbox. 

Film Club yearly membership £5 concessions £3 family 

£15 visitors for one night £1.

Mark Chapman, John Cook.  Email: jande.cook24@gmail.com

cuddesdon picture palace
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CUDDESDON COFFEE MORNING 
 
The next Coffee Morning will take place on Tuesday, 12th March at 10.30-12.00 in the 
Village Hall. 
 
Do come along and meet up with friends. We would love to welcome new members 
especially anyone new to the village.  
 
Entry £1 to include coffee and biscuits and we always have an excellent raffle. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there.  
Jean, Marion and Lynda 
 
 

 
VILLAGE LITTER PICK 

SUNDAY 24TH MARCH 11AM 
MEET OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE HALL 

Bags provided but please bring your gloves and Hi-Vis jackets 
 
  







Save The Evening
Sunday 12th May

For 

Alyn Shipton’s
Quartet 

with New Orleans
clarinet star Tom
Sancton at the 

Village Hall.

Details follow in the
next Newsletter.
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ANSWER









PARISH Council

Please contact Parish Council via email : cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com 

Robin Baylie 21 Parkside, Cuddesdon 872340

Evie Bennett Stile Cottage, Denton Hill, Cuddesdon

Stuart Flockton 1 Orchard View, Cuddesdon

Chris Luke Oak Tree Cottage, Denton 875551

Arthur Smith-Fitchett     The Orchard, Cuddesdon 876048 

Philip Spinks 1 The Granary, Dove House Lane, Cuddesdon

Louisa Vincent The Stables, Church Road, Cuddesdon      

Clerk : Mike Mount  3 The Lane, Cuddesdon 874135

OXFORDSHIRE COunTy COunCIL
County                       Tim Bearder 07789 754727
Councillor                     tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk

SOuTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COunCIL
District                       Sam James-Lawrie
Councillor                    sam.james-lawrie@southoxon.gov.uk
                                                
nEIGHBOuRHOOD WATCH:
P  Rutt Co-ordinator Denton 874402
R Baylie Parkside 872340
J  Bennett Wellbourne  874582
J  Cook Cuddesdon 874416
J  Luke Denton 874440
G  O’Shea     Chippinghurst 872995

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE:
Bookings : Susan Palmer - villagehall.cuddesdon@gmail.com
Gillie Ruscombe King - vice Chair and key holder  873721

WOMEnS InSTITuTE:
Secretary:   Jackie Redgwell                           tba

SuRGERy: Morland House, London Road Wheatley 872448

� Parish Directory �
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