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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th May 2014 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Mrs P Homewood, Mrs S Mash, D Lewis, N Thom, P Venning, 12 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
2886.
Apologies & reasons for absence: Cllr J Smith, reason accepted, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community 
Warden Lee Kidd & PCSO Julia Ghost
2887.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters;  None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
2888.  To elect a Chairman:  Cllr Thom proposed Cllr Rivers, seconded by Cllr Venning.  There being no further nominations Cllr Rivers was unanimously elected.

2889.  To elect a Vice-Chairman:  Cllr Thom proposed Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Lewis.  Although absent from the meeting Cllr Smith had previously agreed to his name being put forward.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was unanimously elected.
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session
2890.  To elect members to Housing Committee: Cllrs. Homewood, Rivers & Lewis
2891.  To elect members to Village Caretaker Committee:  Cllrs. Rivers & Smith & the Clerk
2892.  To elect members to Working Parties:

 a) Finance – Cllrs Lewis, Rivers and the Clerk


 b) Open Spaces – Cllr Lewis


 c) Highways – Cllr Venning


 d) Footpaths – Cllr Smith


 e) Cemetery – Cllr Homewood
2893.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings:  Cllrs Rivers & Smith
2894.   To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum or similar:  Cllr Venning
2895.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee:  Cllr Thom
2896. 
To elect 1 representative to the Parish Forum:  Cllr Rivers
2897.
To elect 1 representative to Tenterden Day Centre:  Cllr Mash
2898.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th April 2014: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
2899.   Matters Arising: See Clerk's Report. The Clerk also added that she had heard from Debbie Adams with regard to the application for a grant towards restoring Poplar Farm Pond.  The form should be coming to us shortly for confirmation of the details within it.
2900.   Planning Application: (Previously circulated to Cllrs)


14/00432/AS  The Barn, Bates Farm, Swan Street – Conversion of existing outbuilding to ancillary annexe.  Cllrs unanimously agreed to Support this application.
The following two items were taken together.
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2901.
To consider the Royal British Legion's request to plant a Magnolia Tree near the War Memorial and place a commemorative plaque next to it:
and
2902.
To further consider the planting of commemorative trees on The Village Green in light of agenda item above and the response from ABC to our enquiry:


ABC has stated that under the terms of the lease on The Village Green we are unable to plant 31 trees but one or two would be acceptable.  After a full discussion when it was noted that it wouldn't be appropriate to plant a tree near the War Memorial it was agreed that two trees would be planted on the Village Green, one by the Royal British Legion the other by the Parish Council with accompanying plaques.  Our Tree Wardens would be approached for advice on suitable trees.  It was suggested that they could be planted some time on Remembrance Day.  It was agreed to liaise with those living in the area and Ashford Borough Council as to the most suitable place to plant them. Cllr Venning suggested that as we were not able to plant 31 trees perhaps 31 trees could be incorporated into the new hedging round the Cemetery extension once that has been agreed.
2903.
To consider the Church's request for a small area in the Churchyard for a commemorative garden where children could be encouraged to plant perennials:  Cllrs had heard Rev. Judy Darkins' ideas during the Public Session.  After a full discussion it was agreed to support this in principle and that a working party of two Cllrs, the Clerk and two members of the PCC be formed to discuss this further.
2904.
Emergency Plan Update:  Deferred to the next meeting.
2905.
To ratify End of Year Statement & Budget & Receipts and Payments Account:  Ratified and signed.  Cllrs agreed to £480 left in Donations to be included in Reserves for the resurfacing of footpath  AT77A.
2906.
Annual Return:


i)   Statement of Accounts signed by the Chairman and Clerk


ii)  Annual Governance Statement completed and signed by the Chairman
2907.
To consider agreeing to a Kebab van visiting the village on a regular basis: The Clerk had received a telephone call from the owner stating that ABC had said that he had to ask the Parish Council's permission before this could be agreed.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed on the understanding that all rubbish should be removed. 
2908.  To consider and agree Chairman's proposed letter to Outlook on Oxney with regard to the recent site submissions consultation:  This had been circulated to Cllrs beforehand.  It explains that there will be further consultations before anything is decided.  Cllrs agreed to it.
2909.
To consider how best to collect and hold donations towards a Defibrillator to be kept in the village:  Cllr Homewood is raising money for this.  After a short discussion it was agreed that it be held in the Parish Council's Bank Account as earmarked reserves.
2910.
To consider and agree upon the purchase of an extension to the Cemetery:  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk look at the income and expenditure over the last 10 years  and look at the cost of creating a new path etc to put forward to the next meeting.
2911.   Correspondence:


a)  Came & Co – Insurance Renewal £728.06 for the next 3 years.  Agreed.


b)  Kent County Playing Fields Association – Annual Subscription £20.  Decision deferred to next meeting.


c)  Local Council Review £16.  Agreed.


For noting:

None


Previously circulated:

d)  ABC – Polling Districts, Polling Places & Polling Stations Review 2014. - Agreed that it should remain in the Village Hall.     e)  Housing News.
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Forwarded by E-mail:  


f)  Rural Services Network – Rural Opportunities Bulletin     g)  KALC – CPRE Solar Workshops     h)  KALC – Commons Select Committee Consultation on the Operation of the National Planning Policy Framework     i)  KALC – Parish News 376     j)  Kent Police E Newsletter     k)  KALC – Proposed Strike Action by Kent Fire & Rescue Service     l)  Kent Police E Newsletter     m)  KALC – NALC's Making Localism Work

2912.   Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:  


i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.  

ii) Caretaker's End of Year Statement.  Noted.

b) Planning: 


    Decisions received:  


    14/00397/AS  Wittersham Court Farm – Revised scheme to approval 13/00640/AS (proposed      link extension between garage and existing dwelling; creation of dormer windows and new fenestration to existing garage to provide day room/bathroom) to substitute previous pitched dormers to garage for flat roof dormers and use grey fibreglass for roof material.             Granted

                Considered since last meeting:
                14/00397/AS  Wittersham Court Farm – Revised scheme to approval 13/00640/AS (proposed link extension between garage and existing dwelling; creation of dormer windows and new fenestration to existing garage to provide day room/bathroom) to substitute previous pitched dormers to garage for flat roof dormers and use grey fibreglass for roof material.             Support 

c)  Highways  - Letter received from KCC asking us to make known the fault reporting online address.  Agreed to forward to all Cllrs and Outlook on Oxney. Potholes in Swan Street to be reported again.

d)  Footpaths –  Nothing to report

e)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report
2913.  Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies:

i) Village Hall Management Committee – Nothing to report.


ii) Parish Forum – The Chairman reported on the meeting which was the first of the new format and worked well.
2914.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
2915.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  10th June 2014 at 7.30pm
2916.
Items for information: 


a)  The Chairman informed the meeting of discussions he had recently had with members of the Sports Club intimating that the Parish Council may be asked to become a guardian trustee but no official request has been made.


b)  The Clerk read out the PCSO's report.
The Chairman thanked those who had stayed on from the Annual Parish Meeting.

The meeting closed at 21.50hrs

