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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 13TH  JULY, 2009, AT 7.00 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

1096) Members present:

Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman (Vice-Chair), Mr. E. Roberts, Mr. P. Pietroni and Mr. Alan Lees 


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


Also in attendance:

David Ottley, Landscape and Recreation Business Unit Manager for T&W.

4 parishioners were present.

1097) Apologies:


Apologies were received from T&W Councillors Jaqui Seymour and Terry Kiernan.


David Coxill (T&W Minerals and Waste Officer) could not attend to discuss the 
Coalmoor DP site for personal family reasons.

1098)Declarations of interest (existence and nature) with regards to items on the 
agenda.


Cllr. Ed Roberts declared a prejudicial interest with regards to the Coalmoor DP site.

1099)Presentation by David Ottley on the National Playbuilder Programme:

The key points of the presentation were:

1. Around £1.1 million capital for TWC to spend on Play Facilities – capital projects only, not maintenance.
2. Period to spend 2009 (April) to 2011(March)
3. Play England officer indicated that if not spent in time span then funding would need to be returned
4. Funder is asking for 22 projects minimum, 11 per year.
5. 8-13 year olds targeted specifically (funding will not be sanctioned to be spent on youth facilities i.e. MUGA’s, BMX etc)
6. Naturalistic’ play promoted. 
A discussion followed relating to the proposed outdoor gym.  Cllr. Patrick Pietroni reported that he had a prepared plan and could fine tune the proposals.  It was also suggested that the PC explores the incorporation of the Willow Camp area into any proposal.

It was resolved the PC would liaise with Claire Turner (Playbuilder Project Manager) and through her with Dave March of Play England.

2000) Members of the public:

1. Concern was expressed about “boy” racers travelling far too fast and dangerously on local roads.

2. It was reported that some road signs had been turned around. (The Clerk reported that he knew about this and that T&W had already been informed.)

2001) Coalmoor DP Site:


The proposed restoration plan was presented to the Council.  The following points 
were raised:
1. There was no mention of Management Plan and therefore how would the site be maintained.

2. Veolia have a environmental arm that could both manage and pay for the maintenance of the site.

3. A formal restoration plan has now been submitted to T&W.

4. The present restoration plan equates to minimal disturbance of the site and should therefore not take long to implement.

5. Veolia would have to pay for the restoration work.

6. Pete Lambert (Shropshire Wildlife Trust) had expressed concerns about the future management of the site.

7. The Butterfly survey gives a genuine reason not to do a full restoration.

8. If the Butterfly Haven is managed properly it could become a designated conservation area and thus protected from future development.


It was resolved to write to David Coxill and to Veolia to express the PC’s concerns.


Cllr. Ed Roberts left the meeting room at this point.

1. It was resolved that the site should be restored as soon as possible using the plan submitted as the basis for the restoration.

2. It was resolved that option 1 that completely removes the hard standing, roadways and all the concrete retaining structures, walls and the area previously used for offices, was the preferred option.

3. It was resolved that there should be a 10 year plan for the site with a clearly defined future and on-going management plan.


Cllr. Ed Roberts returned to the meeting.

2002) Playbuilder Programme:


It was resolved that Cllr. Patrick Pietroni would attend the Village Hall meeting on 5th 
August to put the proposals forward and that he and Hilary Betts liaise together over 
the proposals.

2003) Emergency Plan:


The Chairman reported that she had met with Gill Porter and that the PC needed to 
proceed matters as soon as possible. There needed to be information gathering and 
the establishment of a steering group involving local organizations – PC, 
WI, Radio 
Group, NHW, Village Hall and representative(s) from New Works.  The Chairman 
would invite individuals to join the steering group.


It was resolved that information and a questionnaire would be in the August 
Community News.


It was resolved that the steering group would meet at 6.00 pm with Gill Porter in the 
Village Hall on Monday 3rd August.

2004) Wild flowers and the verges:


Cllr. Debbie Goodman reported that she had spoken to the company who had seeded 
the verges and that they had said that it could be two years before the flowers 
appeared.  She reported that the company had said that they would come back and 
re-seed the verges in the autumn.


It was suggested that members of the gardening club grow wildflowers for planting 
in the verges and/or meadow cutting are obtained to plant on the verges.


It was resolved to write to the company who sowed the seeds to express our 
concern and request that the verges be reseeded.

2005) UK Coal:


The PC had been informed that the decision would take place on or before 9th October 
2009.

2006) Cheque signatories:


It was resolved that any 2 of the 3 authorised signatories could sign cheques during 
the summer recess.  The transactions would appear for authorization at the 
September meeting.

2007) Planning Applications:


It was resolved that the Clerk would use his discretion and should a planning 
application need a response he would contact councillors to canvas their views.

2008) Community Newsletter:


It was resolved that one would be published in August and the Clerk suggested 
possible topics for inclusion.

2009) Clerk’s Report:
1. The Clerk presented the Chairman with the Quality Council Certificate.

2. Letters from Mark Pritchard MP and David Wright MP had been received regarding making representations to John Denham MP over the UK Coal planning application.

3. It was resolved that from 2010 the September meeting would be held on the third Monday of the month.

4. The Parish Charter had now been adopted by T&W.

5. Cllr. Alan Lees and the Clerk had both attended the Shropshire Wildlife Conference.

6. It was resolved that Cllr. Alan Lees would attend the T&W Recycling event and if he could not then the Clerk would.

7. It was resolved to ask T&W to supply further copies of the Rights of Way map.

8. The Dog Warden had posted further notices on the litter bins reminding dog owners of their responsibilities.

9. The Clerk updated the PC on recent thefts within the parish.

2010) Planning:

1.  Gibbons Coppice: the Clerk read out a letter from David Jones (T&W Planning Enforcement Officer) which informed the PC that no enforcement action could be taken over the tracks and drainage culverts as they are classed as maintenance of a private way and therefore no permission is required under the General Permitted Development Rights. Part 7 Class A of the General Permitted Development Order which covers Forestry Buildings and Operations.


The PC resolved to write to Jaswant Sidhu, T&W Senior Rights of Way Officer, to 
obtain clarification as to rights of way and to seek further advice over the destruction 
of the bluebells. 

2011) Reports on Borough Liaison:

1. T&W Allotments Strategy: The Clerk reported that he had responded to the survey.
2. Sustainable Communities Act 2007: The Clerk updated the PC on recent developments.
3. Rural Highways: The Clerk informed the PC of the T&W proposals and that a £1m would be spent on capital works on rural roads, this does not include maintenance.  It was resolved that the PC pursues the Quiet Lane Project, the roads at the Forest Glen in terms of the junction which would benefit from a mini roundabout and roadside parking, and a suitable gate-way project into the village of Little Wenlock.
4. Surface Water Drainage:  Information was in the circulation pack.
5. Waste Management Strategy 2005-2021 Review: The Clerk circulated questionnaires to members of the council.  It was resolved that councillors would respond individually.
2012) Reports from Councillors:

1. Cllr. Ed Roberts reported on the Rural Forum meeting and said that its object would seem to be to improve communication between T&W and the rural parishes.

2. Cllr. Alan Lees reported on the Rural Health and Well Being Group meeting that he attended.  The main issues were the reduction of health inequalities, improved awareness of local facilities, transport and communication issues, child care and general health issues.
3. Cllr. Patrick Pietroni reported that he would follow up the Village Hall meeting with an Autumn meeting for the community and that Spring 2010 look a more likely date for the completion of the project.

4. Cllr. Debbie Goodman reported that route 154 needed to be cleared and that route 91 to the pond was scheduled for work.  Two gates that were in a bad state of repair were to be replaced by metal ones.  It was requested that if possible the gates are of the type that make it easy for riders to open when seated on ahorse.

5. Cllr. Debbie Goodman reported that the grass around the benches which from the Bench Walk needed strimming.  It was resolved that the quotation received from K Smith for doing this once a month be accepted.

2013) Street Lights:

1. It was resolved to accept the E.ON maintenance contract for 2009/2010 at the cost quoted.

2. It was resolved to ask E.ON to number the lights and to draw up a location plan for future reference at the cost quoted.

2014) Finance:

1. A statement of accounts was presented by the Clerk. Balance on the Community Account on 1st June stood at £4829.24. This has been reconciled with the Bank Statement which shows a balance of £5032.58 with two outstanding cheques to the value of £203.34 = £5032.58. The Business Reserve Account has a balance of £7789.70.  Interest to the value of £1.07 has been added to the account.
2. It was resolved to authorize the payment made to Lee Brothers in respect of the “No Waiting” cones.
3. It was resolved to purchase plastic stakes for the Little Wenlock Wheeze 2009.  The PC was anxious to know what would happen to the future of this annual event should the UK Coal planning application be successful.
4. To agree accounts for payment in accordance with the budget as listed in the attached Clerk’s Report:
SALC


 
Delegate to Community Engagement
£20.00

K. Smith


Grass Cutting




£368.00

George Chancellor

Newsletter printing



£23.50

J.F. Marcham


Salary





£173.22

HM Customs & Excise
PAYE





£43.30

J.F. Marcham


Clerk’s expenses 



£302.02

SLCC-CiLCA


Resit fee




£55.00

Npower


Energy Consumption


£33.25

Npower


Energy Consumption


£92.03

2015) Power of Well-Being:

The training session for Councillors will take place on Monday 7th September 2009 at 
7.30 pm in the Village Hall.  The tutor will be John Ward.

2016) Date of the next meeting.


14th September, 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.
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