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	Lisa Wilcock, Clerk to Council 
Nuthurst Parish Council
P O Box 1098
Horsham
West Sussex
RH12 9YX
Email: clerk@nuthurst-pc.co.uk 
Website: www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk
Contact Number: 07795 593369



Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held at Mannings Heath Village Hall on Wednesday 16th October 2024 at 7.30 pm.

Present:  Cllrs D Cotton (Chairman), Cllr C Kenny (Vice Chairman), Cllr V Court, Cllr S Catterall, Cllr S Newell.
Also Present:  County Councillor Nigel Jupp.
Apologies:  Cllr W Bayley, Cllr K McGovern, District Councillor Dennis Livingstone.
Clerk:  Lisa Wilcock
There were 4 members of the public.  

Meeting commenced 1930hrs
	459-24/25
	ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
It was RESOLVED to NOTE that apologies for absence were received from Cllr K McGovern and Cllr W Bayley.

	460-24/25
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
It was RESOLVED to NOTE that no declarations of interest, as defined under the Localism Act 2011 and the Parish Councils Code of Conduct. 

	461-24/25
	CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS
None.

	462-24/25
	PUBLIC SESSION 
No comments were made.

	
463-24/25
	APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING-
The Minutes of the Full Council meeting on the 19th September 2024 were accepted and approved as a true record of the meeting, It was agreed that the chair of the meeting duly signed the minutes of the meeting held on the 19th September 2024 as a true and accurate record.

	464-24/25
	PLANNING
None.

	465-24/25
	REPORTS FROM OTHER AUTHORITIES
District Councillor Dennis Livingstone provided an update on District Council business:
Apologies received from District Councillor Dennis Livingstone were received in advance of the meeting.  A report was distributed to Council after the meeting.
County Councillor Nigel Jupp provided an update on County Council business:
· Car parking charges are being maintained at the current level.  
· Bids for the old fire station in Horsham are being received.  The new fire station cost £24M and it is state of the art with hi technology training centre.  Other County Councils use the facility.  
· Looking at WSCC Budget or FY 25/26, there are continuing pressures on statutory responsibilities so there is increased demand.  Number of children with special educational needs and disabilities continues to rise. These children need considerable care and attention which is to be considered as part of the budget process.  Usual pressures including living minimum wage is rising and some contractors and staff are paid at those levels. 
· MOP contacted about grass cutting on Church Road and 3 bushes removed.  MOP has been put in touch with the officers about the issue.
· WSCC holding meetings with local stakeholders on Highways Winter Resilience program, North of the County meeting was last week noted this is on the agenda. 
· Applications for secondary schools close on 30th October 2024 which will allow school places for children in September next year.  It is a high birth year in some areas.  Decision to move Mallais School to a co-education school is being considered but before it is agreed there will be period of time to prepare the building for a co-educational purpose.  
· Questions - A councillor asked about Bar Lane lake flooding and signage put up.  The pipe needs to be cleared; Clerk will report after the meeting.  Noted that WSCC Highways are using the new hot tarmac pothole repair trucks.  A Councillor asked what the former fire station will be used for?  Noted it is expected to be housing but it is not confirmed yet.  

	466-24/25
	WARDENS
A proposal was put forward by Cllr S Newell after the District Councillor raised it as an item for council to consider.  A report was sent in advance of the meeting.  Noted that wardens look after the area, reporting suspicious crime but also help families get better support, provide reassurance, reducing fear of crime, dog fouling, criminal damage including fixed penalty notices, establishing things for young people to do, supporting the elderly who may have no family to rely on, advice on home safety.  Wardens are not an emergency services or a response team or a care service.  This proposed service is intended to be a shared service with other parishes.  It was agreed that the offer of a meeting with District Councillor Dennis Livingstone and representatives from the Warden services is to be arranged.  Carried to the next meeting.  

	467-24/25
	ROAD SIGNAGE
The report was considered by the Council.  It was proposed that a MOP should be consulted and feedback via Roads, Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee.  It was agreed County Councillor Nigel Jupp to take up the issue with the Highways and to arrange a meeting with Cllr S Newell.  Item to be raised in Roads, Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee.  

	468-24/25
	WSCC HIGHWAYS CONSULTATION
The council considered the consultation document sent in advance of the meeting.  The paper was discussed by the council.  It was agreed that Cllr C Kenny and Cllr V Court will respond to the 9 questions on behalf of the Council.  

	469-24/25
	REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES
· Chairman and Cllr S Catterall – The Speed Watch proposal draft has been written and sent around to the members.  It was agreed to recommend the final draft for approval at the November Full council meeting, this will be raised as a separate agenda item.  Action Clerk noted the County Councillor offered to arrange a meeting with WSCC Highways as he will need to support the application, Clerk to ensure that the County Councillor is copied on the final draft prior to the next meeting.  
· Chairman - Defibrillators – Monks Gate needs to be added to the circuit.  Action Clerk.
· Cllr S Catterall – New Cycle Route - response from Highways Paul Eagle and Darrell Hemmings confirmed there is no budget available for it, not in the WS transport plan but it was encouraged for application for the 2025 intake.  Item to be raised at Roads, Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee.
· Cllr V Court - HALC AGM – Chair and Vice Chair and officers remain the same.  Staff at HDC climate action network meet 3 times a year.  Possibility to create a Town Council for Horsham was raised.  It was proposed that at the next WSALC AGM Cllr C Kenny is to stand as the Parish Council representative, this was seconded, all were in favour.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr C Kenny will represent the Parish Council at the WSALC AGM.

	471-24/25
	VILLAGE GREEN AND PLAYGROUND
Noted a playground report was issued in advance of the meeting.  Chair and Vice Chair assessed the playground, there has been cracking to some of the wood over summer but this has closed up slightly now it is damp.  Noted that the supplier stated that if the cracks go halfway across the pole it needs to be reported to them.  Action Clerk to report this to the supplier.  Noted the caps on the top of the swing have gone and there is rust forming on the coach bolt heads as reported by RoSPA.  Action Clerk to report the caps to the supplier as a safety concern and for replacement. Noted the wet pour has grass growing through it.  Action Clerk to report this to the supplier and to arrange a site visit to cover all the issues raised.  It was recommended by Roads, Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee that verge bollards should be purchased at a cost of £186.60.  It was proposed to purchase the bollards, this was seconded, all were in favour.  It was RESOLVED to purchase verge bollards as recommended. 
Action Clerk to order.

	472-24/25
	REPLACEMENT TREE
Noted a report from a MOP that a tree outside the ‘old shop’ had been broken off.  The Clerk asked the tree wardens to provide a recommendation which was distributed to the council in advance of the meeting.  The recommendations were to replace the tree with a native species.  It was proposed to plant a pink hawthorn, but it was noted that the neighbouring tree may also need replacement, noted that the soil there is solid clay.  It was agreed that the item is to be considered in more detail at Roads, Footpath and Open Spaces Committee and to come back to council following the committees recommendation.   

	473-24/25
	SAFETY
It was recommended by the Roads, Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee that the purchase of Hi-Vis vests should be considered at full Council.  The quotation was distributed in advance of the meeting at a cost of £159.15.  It was proposed to purchase the vests with logo, this was seconded, all were in favour.  It was RESOLVED to purchase safety vests with a range of sizes.  Action Clerk.   

	474-24/25
	STREETLIGHTS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
Chairman of Finance Committee has now reviewed the contract with Streetlights Ltd.  Noted it does include replacement bulbs but does not replace a light to an LED fixing.  The costs to replace the whole head as and when it is required has been considered within the draft FY25/26 budget.  The contract at a cost of £1197 per annum as recommended by Roads, Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee and the informal working part of the Finance Committee who met on 8th October 2024.  It was proposed to accept the new streetlights maintenance contract, this was seconded, all were in favour.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Streetlights Ltd to maintain the streetlights for the next 12 months.  Action Clerk to review costs of running streetlights with LED bulbs.  

	475-24/25
	FINANCIAL
i) It was RESOLVED to accept the end of year External Auditor Report and Certificate of Conclusion of Audit. 
ii) It was RESOLVED to accept the letter to Clerk from the External Auditor. 
iii) It was RESOLVED to approve the fees from the External Auditor. 
iv) It was RESOLVED to approve the internal Auditor engagement FY24/25. 
v) It was RESOLVED to approve the interim Auditor engagement FY24/25 date set for Interim Audit is 6th November 2024.
vi) It was RESOLVED to note that all audit actions are now complete, and email has been received from the internal auditor.
vii) It was RESOLVED to approve the Nat West bank reconciliations for September.  Signed by Chairman.  
viii) It was RESOLVED to approve the Nat West bank transactions for September. Signed by Chairman.  
ix) It was RESOLVED to accept the YTD budget report. 
x) It was RESOLVED to note all Nat West Bankline signatories are approved and implemented.
xi) It was RESOLVED to note the CIL reports October 2024. 
xii) It was RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments for October. 
All External Audit documents have been published on website and displayed in the noticeboards.

	476-24/25
	MATTERS ARISING
It was noted that a shared pathway should be added to the next Roads, Footpaths and Open Spaces agenda as an item.  

	477-24/25
	DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
It was RESOLVED to NOTE the next meeting of will be held on 20th November 2024, at Mannings Heath Village Hall, commencing at 7.30pm.


Meeting closed 2137hrs

Signed……………………………………………………….  Dated………………………………………………………….
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