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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Tuesday 7th December 2021 at 4.30pm at Westwell Parish Hall
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllrs Bainbridge, Butcher, Richards and Wyatt
Miss N Ideson (Clerk)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bartlett, Farrington, Hutchinson and Lister due to prior commitments. These were accepted. 
  2.    Declarations of Interest
         Cllr Drury declared and interest in item 8 as her property is adjacent to the issue.
3. Planning
3.1 Planning applications

3.1.1 21/01958/AS - Fallowfield, The Street

Garage conversion to habitable room, porch extension, single storey rear extension

The Council support this application and note that it is very similar to the previous application which was supported by the parish council and was permitted.  This application has minor changes to the permitted alterations to the porch. The permission is due to expire in January 2022 so the Parish Council assumes this is a renewal, with very minor changes.        
Resolved

The council resolved to support the application
ACTION NI
3.2 Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda
There were no planning applications received after the distribution of the agenda
3.3 Matters arising on other planning applications

21/01629/AS Barn at Tutt Hill Farm, Westwell Lane, Westwell. The follow up comments the Council submitted to ABC still have not been uploaded to the website. Cllr Drury will write to them again.
ACTION CD
4. Report from the Staffing Committee
The staffing committee put forward employment proposals for decision.
Resolved
It was resolved to approve the proposals and the staffing report was accepted by the full council.
5. Budget update
Further discussions will continue. The working group will prepare the next version of the budget to present at the January meeting which will include:  provision for highways improvements projects over 2 years ;  provision for reserves, asset management costs and preparations for The Queen’s Jubilee. The completed budget will be circulated by email for comment so the precept can be finalised before the deadline.
ACTION CB/TL/RB
6. Asset management
Cllrs Drury and Bainbridge arranged a ‘walkaround’ prior to the meeting to inspect the Council’s assets this was postponed due to inclement weather. Cllrs Drury and Bainbridge will complete this at a later date and circulate the findings via email.
ACTION CD/CB
7. HIP- KCC Highways proposals for parish road safety improvements.
The HIP proposals being developed by the Parish and KCC Highways together will include the Sandyhurst lane speed restrictions, and a “Gateway” sign in Watery Lane to read “WESTWELL please drive carefully “
        The speed calming measures for the 30mph section of Sandyhurst Lane were initially to include
‘dragons teeth’ but these are no longer in mainstream use due to high maintenance costs. The ‘dragons teeth’ could be considered if there are still problems after the traffic calming measures have been installed. The Sandyhurst Lane traffic calming measures consist of a number of 30mph repeater signs and removal of the central line to be replaced with edge of carriage way lines. This will communicate to drivers that this is a rural road and encourage drivers to exert caution. Currently as a two-lane road with a line down the middle, people can often perceive that the road is a larger and faster than it actually is for safe use with pedestrian and other road users without a footway. 
        Maps of the proposed traffic calming measures will be available to view in the Hoads Wood Garden notice board.

      ACTION CD/TB
The SLRA have also considered the proposals and are agreeable to the plans. Cllr Drury will reply to the KCC highways officer asking them to proceed with the next stage of planning. KCC will need to conduct a formal consultation before the works can commence on Sandyhurst Lane. For the proposed “Gateway” to Westwell village the parish council will personally approach the houses near to the proposed location with an information leaflet to find out their views on the installation of the new gateway sign.
ACTION CD/JR/TW
8. Current condition of A20 Footway between Potters Corner and Watery Lane

This item was deferred until the next meeting so Cllr Bartlett could contribute to the discussion. In the meantime the Clerk will contact KCC so ask them if this area is on their current work schedule.
9. Items for next Parish Council meeting
A20 Footway
Budget

Asset management

Broadband
Date of next meeting     Tuesday 4th January 2022.
The meeting closed at 6.05pm.
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