HIGHCLERE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Highclere Parish Council Meeting held at
Highclere Village Hall
Tuesday 8 March 2016 at 7.00pm
Members: 		Sally Izett (Chairman), John Stoker (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Graham Falconer, Councillor Don Langan, Councillor Horace Mitchell, Councillor Mike York.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In attendance:	Clerk to the Council Sue Edwards, County Councillor Tom Thacker, one member of the public.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

160/15 Apologies for Absence.
Councillor Mike Jenkins (industry meeting) Councillor Will Flack (work commitments) - (LGA 1972, Sch. 12, para 40), Borough Councillor John Izett.
161/15 Declarations of Interest.  
There were no declarations of interest.

162/15 To confirm accuracy and sign the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 9 February 2016. 
The Minutes were circulated and it was unanimously resolved that the minutes be accepted as an accurate record.  They were duly signed by the Chairman, Sally Izett.

163/15 To Progress Resolutions from 9 February 2016.
(Matters arising from the Minutes).
136/15 Litter – Cllr. Mitchell said that in towns litter wardens witnessing the dropping of litter could issue on-the-spot penalty notices but this was not practical in rural areas. Bagged rubbish which has been dumped containing household receipts and petrol receipts including car registration numbers should be reported to Fly Tipping at BDBC - https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/flytipping
147/15
Cllr. Stoker investigated Pantings Lane footpath with the Footpath Officer at Hampshire County Council. He had tried to identify where the water was coming from. As it appears halfway down the slope, it is believed to be a spring. Land drains could be laid to run into the ditch (which is often empty). Due to walkers on the water-logged land, the land has dropped 18 inches. Another possibility would be to shore up the bank with railway sleepers but in Cllr. Stoker’s opinion this could prove to be a hazard. Another alternative could be for a membrane but this would have to be funded by the land owner. The Chairman asked about statutory duties. Cllr. Stoker said that footpaths such as these were HCC responsibility but it was a country footpath which has just experienced a very wet winter.
The Clerk has posted on the Parish website “how to report a Pot Hole”. 
Some work has been completed on potholes at Penwood crossroads.
The Clerk reported the leaves in Church Lane to HCC and asked if the road sweeper can clear Church Lane. The Clerk has also reported the fallen street sign on Church Road (second time).
148/15 - 15/02300/OUTMAJ 2,000 Homes Sandleford Park Outline Planning. The Chairman and Cllr. Mitchell responded to the BDBC Mike Townsend consultation letter by 17 February 2016.
149/15 Proposal to place the Red House, Highclere on the Community Asset Register – the Clerk has been informed by BDBC that this is being progressed.
Devolution. Cllr. Langan gave a brief overview of the current position on devolution, following his attendance at the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Parish and Town Council Devolution Workshop on 1 March 2016. Cllr. Langan said he would circulate a report. The Chairman asked that Devolution be added to the April Agenda.

164/15 Public Participation. No members of the public wished to speak.

165/15 Reports from Borough & County Councillors.
Report from Borough Councillor, Graham Falconer. 
16/00581/OUT Land at Westridge, JPP Land Ltd.  Outline planning permission for 50 dwellings at Westridge behind the Red House was received today (8/3/16).  It has a 51 page justification of why this application is acceptable. It lists: Fridays, Hadley Cottage, Crowshott Farm, Ashford Hill and Hook as examples. The application focuses on the NPPF rather than the LP. Cllr. John Izett has previously been in touch with BDBC Planning and Cllrs Graham Falconer and John Izett will meet with the Head of Planning to review the application.
Sandleford Development – Cllr. J Izett and G. Falconer met with the Transport Planning officers of BDBC and HCC. It was very useful they were given a lot of local information regarding roads in Newbury but there is nothing to respond to at the moment.
Council Tax - 1.99% increase = £2 on a band D property – the great portion of Council tax goes to HCC.  The BDBC Government Support grant will be minus £170,000 in 2019.
Devolution - there is to be a Councillor update with the CEO on 17 March. Clive Sanders gave an overview 2 weeks ago.
Local Plan - Still on track for a Council meeting on 26 May 2016. The housing target of 850 per annum is now referred to as a minimum.
Heathlands Woodlands - 18 tons of rubbish at the back of Heathlands and Woodlands was removed in October 2015. Cllr. Falconer met with the Assistant Environmental Services and two Community Safety Patrol Officers in January for a walkabout.
Clere School -  At the Scrutiny Committee in January Cllr. Falconer met David Hardcastle, the director for HCC West Education.  The Clere came out well in the BDBC and HCC performance tables. In BDBC, it was in the top 4 in the performance tables. All BDBC schools are below their target numbers for pupils but it is forecast that within 5 years all schools will be full.

Report from HCC Councillor, Tom Thacker.
There will be a 4% (£41.20) increase in Council tax on a band D property.  Cllr. Thacker is consulting with Children’s Support Services regarding poverty in rural locations. Currently the nearest hub is in Basingstoke.
Sandleford Park development – HCC officers think that it is not unreasonable to use S106 money to improve the south side, north bound junction of A34 at Wash Water.
Cllr. Thacker had previously forwarded an email to HPC from a resident -  concerning the area around Seven Stones bridge. Cllr. Stoker said that he has visited the footpath from Seven Stones bridge to Pantings Lane which was described as waterlogged at the Seven Stones access. Cllr. Stoker said that there appeared to be a pipe issuing water from one of the properties. Southern Water has previously addressed water on the highway by improved drainage. The resident raised the issue of no footpaths at that end of the village and the area falling outside of the 30 mph zone.
Action: Cllr. Thacker to reply to resident and to copy HPC Clerk.

166/15 Parish Assembly 10 May 2016
The Highclere Village Hall has been booked as the venue. BDBC outdoor team have been invited to speak. The County and Borough Councillors have been invited along with the Police and the Rev. Christine Dale. An outline agenda has been issued.

167/15 Westridge Studio.
Cllr. York, Chairman of the Westridge Studio working party gave an overview of the current status. The first meeting of the Management Committee was held on 2 March 2016. The members have areas of responsibility e.g. finance, marketing.  An outline of potential building work had been produced. This will help define a specification which can go out to tender when the property has been transferred by DR Gribble’s solicitor.
The format of the Charitable Incorporated Organisation using the Foundation Model constitution required some minor amendments to the Objects section.
Action – Cllr. York to contact Roger Taylor, Wellers Law Group to finalise the constitution Objects in line with the charitable aims.  

168/15 Heathlands & Woodlands Improvement Project Update.
Cllr. Mitchell has contacted Sentinel in order to establish their current situation.
Action – Cllr. Mitchell to update the Council at the April meeting.

169/15 Little Penwood. 
Cllr. Stoker had previously circulated Trim Trail equipment ideas. The Council unanimously supported the suggested equipment plan.
Action – the Clerk to confirm to Daniel Bailey, BDBC that the Council supports the proposed equipment plan and inform him that the S106 funds were transferred for the project  in 2015.

170/15 HM the Queen 90th Birthday. 
The Clerk had previously circulated costs for memorabilia.  As discussed previously, there is no manpower available to support the Church Fete which has adopted a Royal Theme. The Clerk circulated a HM Queen 90th commemorative medal which is being supplied to schools and Councils at a discounted cost. There is £325 in the S137 budget. The Council discussed, with the member of the public, the Church Fete plan to run a poetry competition in St. Thomas’ Infant School and Woolton Hill Junior School. Children will be invited to write poems about the Queen and the winners will be announced at the Highclere Church Fete on 11 June 2016.
The Council unanimously supported the proposal by Cllr. S. Izett to use the commemorative medal as a prize for the best entries. 160 medals to be purchased.
Action – the Clerk to place an order for 160 medals. Copy of the order leaflet to be sent to Highclere PCC Church Fete organising committee, for information.

171/15 Report on Environment.
Lengthsman – in Cllr. Jenkins absence the Clerk informed the Council that there was extra 2015/16 funds due to one of the participating councils not using their allocation. 
Action - Cllrs Jenkins and Stoker to propose where the funds can be used based on previous work list.

172/15 Roads and Transport.
Andover Road footway project. 
Cllr. Stoker queried the width of the pavement. The large curve has been reduced however Cllr. Falconer stated that the footpath still jutted into the carriageway opposite the refuge. This is a potential hazard in the dark as there are no street lights and drivers might assume that the road is straight. The road sign is leaning suggesting that it has been hit by a vehicle.
Action – Cllr. T. Thacker to contact the Andover Road Footway team and raise the concerns about safety. There is land behind the pavement which would have allowed the carriageway to maintain its previous width.
Speedwatch/SID. 
Cllrs S. Izett and M. Jenkins and the Parish Clerk are to visit the proposed sites on 14 March 2016. HCC has confirmed that the Lengthsman is a suitable person for siting the SID. The Lengthsman has confirmed that he could undertake the work.
Action – The Clerk to photograph the sites and produce a request for a licence. HPC to liaise with EWPC. The Clerk to copy Cllr. T. Thacker when the final submission is ready.

Roads for slow down stickers for wheelie bins.
Action - Councillors to email the Clerk with suggested sites.

173/15 Report on Planning.

	BDBC No.
	Date sent by BDBC
	Address

	16/00404/HSE
	15/2/16
	Rosalee Tubbs Lane

	15/04408/FUL
	18/2/16
	Land rear Briarly Cottage

	16/00453/LDPO
	19/2/16
	2 Rutherford Close

	16/00448/FUL
	19/2/16
	2 Rutherford Close



The Council had No Comment to make on these planning applications. 

16/00581/OUT Land At Westridge Andover Road Highclere Hampshire
Cllr. Mitchell suggested a meeting of the planning sub-group to discuss the application. Highclere Society is planning to appoint a planning specialist. There was a discussion concerning whether to hold a public meeting to hear local opinion before submitting the HPC response. Cllr. Mitchell proposed a public meeting and it was unanimously agreed that this would be arranged. The meeting should be held no later than 23 March 2016.

Action – the Clerk to contact BDBC and request an extension to give the Council more time to consider the application; the Clerk to request 6 copies of the application; the Clerk to check on the availability of Highclere Village Hall.
Cllr. Mitchell to liaise with the Clerk to publicise the meeting. Cllr. Mitchell to produce a press release.

174/15 Financial Matters. 

Audit Arrangements - The Clerk has been in contact with BDO regarding the external audit.  Louise Caplen Assistant Manager / Business Assurance has confirmed that BDO are undertaking the external audit for 2015/16 and 2016/17.  For 2017/18 onwards Councils under £25k turnover will not be required to have an external audit but are required to have an appointed auditor.  
Letters from NALC explaining the External Audit arrangements had previously been circulated by the Clerk.  Cllr. Langan proposed not opting out. This was unanimously supported.
Resolution – HPC not to opt out of HALC/NALC plans to provide an external audit service.

Electors’ inspection rights of unaudited accounts will be 14 June-25 July 2016.  HPC Accounts to be approved at the meeting on June 14 2006 and to be submitted by 20 June 2016.
BDBC has confirmed that the National Living Wage will be paid to Litter Wardens from 1 April 2016.










Accounts for payment 8 March 2016.
March payments were approved by Councillors Mitchell and Stoker

	Date
	Expenditure
	Purpose
	VAT
	Total
	Online/

	incurred
	 
	 
	 
	 
	cheque

	29/02/16
	Litter Warden
	February Fuel Allowance
	0.00
	13.95
	online

	31/03/16
	Clerk's Salary
	March Salary
	0.00
	763.06
	online

	31/03/16
	Litter Warden Salary
	March Salary
	0.00
	415.40
	online

	31/03/16
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	0.00
	33.54
	online

	25/02/16
	Viking Office supplies
	Toner cartridges
	6.70
	40.18
	online

	01/03/16
	Highclere Village Hall
	Room hire for PC meetings
	0.00
	37.50
	online

	 
	 
	 
	 
	1,303.63
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	02/02/16
	BT Parish phone
	Direct debit
	5.82
	34.89
	



A £20 cheque for Highclere PCC has been cancelled as it was not presented.

Parish Council website. 
On receipt of the last invoice, HPC was informed that the next website invoice would be issued in November 2015. The Clerk has emailed and ‘phoned Parishcouncil.net but has not received any response. The Council is required under the Transparency code to operate a website. The Clerk is concerned at the lack of communication and advised the council to consider alternative website providers. This information had previously been circulated to councillors. There are funds available from the Transparency Code Fund.
Action – Cllr. Mitchell to liaise with the Clerk and provide a recommendation to the Council regarding the website provider.
Action- the Clerk to liaise with the Chairman regarding the application form to be sent to NALC/HALC Transparency Code Fund.

175/15 Correspondence received.
Invitation from Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire the Dean and Chapter of Winchester Cathedral and the Chairman and Leader of Hampshire County to Celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th Birthday on Sunday 24 April 2016 at 3.30pm in Winchester Cathedral and afterwards to a reception in the Inner Close.
Action – any Councillor wishes to attend to contact the Clerk. 
Posters sent from Kit Malthouse MP with a request to post them on parish noticeboards. These have been put up by the Clerk.

176/15 Councillors’ matters to be included in the next meeting.
Queen’s 90th Birthday, Westridge Studio, Heathlands & Woodlands Improvement Project, Devolution, Little Penwood, Annual Assembly 10 May 2016. Website.

177/15 Date of the next Council Meeting – 12 April 2016 7 pm Highclere Village Hall.
Apologies from Cllr. York (holiday).

Adjournment: there being no further business the meeting closed at 9.22 pm

Summary of Actions: 
HCC Councillor, Tom Thacker - Cllr. Thacker to reply to resident and to copy HPC Clerk.
167/15 Westridge Studio.
Cllr. York to contact Roger Taylor, Wellers Law Group to finalise the constitution Objects in line with the charitable aims.  

168/15 Heathlands & Woodlands Improvement Project Update - Cllr. Mitchell to update the Council at the April meeting.

169/15 Little Penwood - The Clerk to confirm to Daniel Bailey, BDBC that the Council supports the proposed equipment plan and inform him that the S106 funds were transferred for the project in 2015.

170/15 HM the Queen 90th Birthday - The Clerk to place an order for 160 medals. Copy of the order leaflet to be sent to Highclere PCC Church Fete organising committee, for information.

171/15 Report on Environment - Cllrs Jenkins and Stoker to propose where the funds can be used based on previous work list.

172/15 Roads and Transport.
Andover Road footway project. 
Cllr. T. Thacker to contact the Andover Road Footway team and raise the concerns about safety. There is land behind the pavement which would have allowed the carriageway to maintain its previous width.
Speedwatch/SID. 
The Clerk to photograph the sites and produce a request for a licence. HPC to liaise with EWPC. The Clerk to copy Cllr. T. Thacker when the final submission is ready.
Roads for slow down stickers for wheelie bins.
Councillors to email the Clerk with suggested sites.

173/15 Report on Planning.
16/00581/OUT Land At Westridge Andover Road Highclere Hampshire
The Clerk to contact BDBC and request an extension to give the Council more time to consider the application; the Clerk to request 6 copies of the application; the Clerk to check on the availability of Highclere Village Hall.
Cllr. Mitchell to liaise with the Clerk to publicise the meeting. Cllr. Mitchell to produce a press release.

174/15 Financial Matters. 
Parish Council website. 
Cllr. Mitchell to liaise with the Clerk and provide a recommendation to the Council regarding the website provider.
The Clerk to liaise with the Chairman regarding the application form to be sent to NALC/HALC Transparency Code Fund.

175/15 Correspondence received.
Invitation from to Celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th Birthday on Sunday 24 April 2016 at 3.30pm in Winchester Cathedral and afterwards to a reception in the Inner Close. Any Councillor wishes to attend to contact the Clerk. 






Signed ________________________   Position ________________Date ________
1

