Annual County Report for Parishes
I recognise that this report is to cover the past year at the County Council and, my work in your area too. Therefore I will mention a couple of initiatives that have been ongoing for the last twelve months and will bring changes to some council departments, brought about by the need to save money wherever possible in difficult financial times. 
Firstly Highways, which is to be managed by an ‘arms length management company’, called CORMAC that was set up by Cornwall County Council. In Nottinghamshire it will be known as VIA, contracts are expected to be signed in July with current Highways staff TUPE transferred across to the new company. This will also affect the Rights of Way team, where the operational side go to VIA and the legal’s staying within the County Council. There should be more information as we move along to the completion date. The link below gives the business case –

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/large-static/budget1516/ofcs/b13.pdf
Yet another new enterprise with INSPIRE, a community benefit company brought along to manage our libraries and some other aspects of the Culture programme. INSPIRE will manage all CC libraries. What does this mean to the users? Retford and Worksop libraries remain operational, with some smaller ones becoming Community Libraries, remaining open but with local people doing the day to day running, as will be the case at Misterton which is the only small library in our county division. Inspire will work with them as with the larger facilities and I am pleased to announce that no library will close in the county.
Now onto other matters that affect your parish, we continue to deal with the usual highway issues and hope to be able to assist with resolving problems as and when they arise. We have a good team in Bassetlaw, with an excellent Highways District Manager who is always prepared to come out and talk to residents and try to resolve any defects, improvements etc; when he can, with the financial restraints they have to cope with. Let us hope that VIA brings better times.

The Supporting Local Communities Fund at the CC hasn’t been inundated with applications from our patch, probably as over the last three years we haven’t had much success from it. Rural deprivation doesn’t seem to be looked at in the same way that urban deprivation is. However, there has been one scheme in Hayton that has been accepted for this financial year, so perhaps things are looking up! Smaller grants from my Divisional Fund are available still, although on reduced money and it is going fast already.

I must mention the issue of Devolution, as the recent decision by Bassetlaw District Council to apply for full constituent membership of the Sheffield City Region Combined Authority, before going out to public consultation, has angered many people. So much so that I became involved, after a request to table a Motion at the County Council Meeting recently, requesting Bassetlaw to hold a public referendum. This is not an issue about the rights or wrongs of the decision, some people may be happy with joining the Sheffield City Region, but what people want before their elected representatives vote on this again, is more information and either a referendum or a thorough public consultation to be better informed before making their preference known, in other words, a more democratic approach from Bassetlaw District Council. I understand a petition is being started by a group in Retford on this matter (link to the website and petition below). I am being asked by some parishes for an article for village newsletters, such is the depth of feeling about it.
Link – http://rag4e.org.uk – your support will be welcomed.

Something that has arisen recently from the CC is proving to be not too popular, that is the recent directive that all vehicles must register with the CC to use the Waste Re-Cycling sites. This can be done on-line or by telephone (0300 500 8080). A number of residents and parish councils are making complaints at what seems to be unnecessary and costly and could lead to an increase in fly-tipping, which the District Council would have to clear, at a cost to them. They are also concerned about the storage of resident’s data and are not convinced that the scheme will save money.

The company Island Gas (Igas) are proceeding with proposed exploration for shale gas in two licence areas. One is at Misson on Springs Road, which is at the application stage, waiting to be determined by the Planning Committee at the County Council. Further information has been requested, and provided, so it is slow progress. The other is at Tinker Lane in the Torworth Parish, where the planning application will be going to the council imminently. Both areas have regular Community Liaison Groups, who are dealing with this very professionally, ensuring their communities have full access to the information they need on the subject. To that end, there are two public sessions coming up very soon, at Barnby Moor VH on the 7th May from 11.00am to 4.00pm and Sutton VH on the 4th June between the same times. There will be representation from several bodies and people are encouraged to attend at any point during the sessions.
My apologies for the length of the report but I hope you all appreciate that there is a lot going on in the district at the moment which I feel people should be made aware of. I continue to be impressed by your parish councils and I thank them for their help and friendship during the past year. I can assure residents who may be listening to this, that they really do have your best interests at heart.

Thank you for listening.

Liz Yates  
