ZEALS PARISH COUNCIL
draft Minutes of Council Meeting held on 10 May 2018
Note: these minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified at the next meeting
Present: Councillors Spencer (CS) Chairman; Gibbons (MG); Corbin (DC); d’Ambrumenil (LD); Gray (JG); Hole-Jones (CH); Moodie (BM). County Councillor Jeans (GJ); Parish Clerk and 12 members of public.
Apologies: None
Declarations of Interest: LD as a member of the Neighbourhood Watch in Zeals.
1 Open Forum a) A resident enquired about planning regulations relating to fence and gate heights along property boundaries. GJ informed her of the regulations as far as he understood them but suggested enquiring directly from Wiltshire Council. b) A resident remarked that far more lorries seem to be travelling along New Road these days. CH informed him that there are several new building areas around Zeals requiring haulage lorries to travel through Zeals whilst the works are on-going. GJ also stated that there are no restrictions to vehicles of such sizes using New Road as an access route.
2 Approval of minutes from the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 March: Proposed by BM and seconded by JG, and approved by all councillors present to be a true and accurate record.
3 Matters arising from the previous minutes: 
· Litter Bin replacements: GJ reported that Wiltshire Council are unable to provide funding to parish councils for any new bins. CS reminded the meeting that the current bins near the school and at Tulse Hill could do with having covered bins there instead, but the costs would be too much at this present time. However DC said he may be able to obtain such improved bins from other sources. Action: DC to report back at the next meeting.
· Planters: Due to many obstacles in the way Mr Oldale (from the Greener Zeals Group) suggested that,  if anything, planted bulbs might be more appropriate than wooden boxes placed onto the build outs. Councillors were happy for the group to pursue this approach. Item discharged.
4 Correspondence received:
· From Ms J Stokes; suggesting that placing two street signs on the newly turfed area by Vectis House might deter motorists from parking on the grass. The Clerk informed that new signs would incur a substantial cost to the Parish Council. CS suggested transferring the difficult to see Fantley Lane sign from where it is onto the turfed area, thus reducing costs. Action: Clerk to contact Wiltshire Highways Engineer to see if Wiltshire Council would have any objections.
· From Ms K Wyscocki  (Wiltshire Traffic Engineer): in response to a letter sent to her by the Clerk, she will pass on our request to repair the spoiled area by the Tulse Hill/Portnells Lane junction to the Highways Cleansing Department for their attention.
· From Wiltshire Council: in response to the Clerk’s application on their web-site for some blocked drains to be cleaned out due to minor flooding issues during heavy downpours of rain, Wiltshire replied that at present their funds are extremely limited and they are unable to see to our request. The Local Highways Service has decided to focus attention on work which relates to the safety of highway users and the defect reported by the Clerk does not fit into this category. They will, however, monitor the situation,
· From Mr R Coad: on behalf of himself and several neighbours, a letter of complaint about the shoddy workmanship of contractors used by Wiltshire Council was passed, via the Clerk, to the County Councillor for him to take this up directly at Wiltshire Council meetings.
5 Financial Matters: a) The clerk confirmed that the precept payment for the financial year has been received. b) Lloyds Bank confirmed that they have removed certain signatories from the Parish Council’s accounts and that they have added MG and DC to the active list. c) Payments for approval : i) Wiltshire Council £5000 being the Parish Council’s share for the traffic calming scheme ii) Bourton Fencing £1560 including VAT for supplying and erecting fencing at Green Pastures, with ZYT having paid £1300 to the Parish Council. iii) water2business £15.52 for allotment water supply charges. Iv) Clerk’s salary £350.08 for April and May v) Clerk’s Office Payments £16 vi) Clerk’s printing costs £11 vii) Kilmington Parish Council £413.33 for part share (recoverable) of the SID viii) Community First £290.62 for Parish Council Insurance ix) Community First £446.24 for Village Hall Insurance.
Proposed by DC that all payments are approved, seconded by BM and agreed by all present.
d) To consider funding requests from (i) Greener Zeals Group: to purchase bulbs for planting throughout the village by the newly formed group of residents. Proposed by CH that £150 be donated to the group from Parish funds, seconded by JG, and agreed by all present. (ii) Zeals Neighbourhood Watch submitted a request for funding to assist with replacement costs for notices. Proposed by BM that £60 be donated to the group from Parish funds, and  seconded by CS, and agreed by all present.
6 Planning Matters: To consider the following planning applications:
· At Park Hedges, White Cross: Extension to existing sunroom
· At Woodlawn House, White Cross: Certificate of Lawfulness for use of land as domestic garden.
BM proposed that both applications be supported, seconded by DC, and agreed by all present.
7 Seeds4Success Representative: CS proposed that DC becomes our representative, seconded by MG and agreed by all present.
8 Speed Indicator Device: MG informed the meeting that the device had arrived and was in storage at Kilmington. Also that payment towards its purchase was required by the Kilmington Clerk. Much discussion centred around where the device would be best placed within the village for it be most effectively used. Action: MG to propose suitable options,  bearing in mind local regulations.
9 Lay-by and Transport Depot: CH had been seeking ways of solving the problems presented by this development to satisfy the wishes of the Parish Council and village residents in general. According to CH’s research these matters need resolving:
· It is the understanding of the Parish Council and all villagers that there had been an agreement made back in 2014/15 between Highways Agency and Stephen and Sarah Boyes in respect of a new lay-by to change the fact that access to the site has to drive through the middle of the lay-by and up a kerb. This lay-by was nothing to do with overall planning consent (District Council) but was set out in the original design statement. Having spoken originally with District Council Enforcement who referred her to David Button at Highways Agency (who was unobtainable for weeks and never returned messages); he finally referred CH to Clare Covill and John Harding at District Council, who also never returned messages, and referred CH to Richard Hughes, who then went back to Mark Williams at Planning Enforcement (who sent a strongly worded letter), it looks as if the agreement as set out in the original design statement was actually never legally formalised, meaning it is unenforceable (i.e. as it does not actually exist). However, CH is still trying to get final clarification, but the Highways Agency is currently denying all knowledge.
· Further to earlier discussions and reports sent to the Parish Council around the fact that soft landscaping had not commenced and other conditions put in place, where the Parish Council had been informed that it was unenforceable due to the wording in the consent, and, in the main, down to the fact that the site is not being used as a trailer park, but is being sub-let to local business for storage of stadia under B108, which means the remaining conditions are not required to be met legally at this time. However, the status of use has changed in recent weeks and the site is in fact being used to park lorry trailers – and the number of HGV trailers on the site has been increased to 5 (10/5/18) – a number which appears to be increasing weekly. There is now an opportunity to go back to Planning Enforcement and present a changed picture and request their involvement, as it seems we now have ‘site occupancy’ by the company.
· CH’s recommendation is that another letter of complaint from the Parish Council on behalf of the community be sent to the highest officials within Wiltshire Council and also to our Member of Parliament highlighting the farcical, ineffective and incompetent planning procedures and wording which have together allowed loopholes to be exploited, and the whole essence of what District Planning is there to uphold be undermined by the way that the case has been presented, set out and handled.
Action: a draft letter of complaint to be written by CH for approval before sending.
10 Any Other Business: CS informed the meeting that a replacement cherry tree had been donated and planted on the Green and that, in time, the old cherry tree will be taken down. DC reminded the meeting that a tree on Parish Council land at the junction of Tulse Hill and Portnells Lane looks as if it could do with some serious attention sooner rather than later. Action: DC to report back with his findings. MG enquired about the growing tree beside the War Memorial. LD informed the meeting that this tree had been planted by pupils from the primary school and there is a capsule buried beside it.
11 Date of next meeting: All agreed that it should be on Thursday 12 July at 7 pm in the Village Hall, and the next Zeals Village Hall Management and Trustees Meeting should be on Thursday 13 September at 6.30pm.
Time of Closure: 8.55 pm.

Signed: ........................................................................................................Chairman. Date: .....................

