


CHESELBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2026 
 AT CHESELBOURNE VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:		Cllrs R Dunn, G Waters, 

Chair:			Cllr A Taylor

Clerk:			Mrs A Crocker

Also present:		Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes

1.	Public Participation 

26.048	No members of the public were present.

2.	Apologies for absence 

26.049	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Denis Walsh and Roger Hall.	 

3.	To receive declarations of interest and requests for dispensations 

26.050	No interests were declared. 

4.	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th July 2026 and the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th May 2026

26.051	 5th May 2026 - Cllr Taylor proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

	6th July 2026 - Cllr Dunn proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

5.	Matters arising for report only 

26.052 The Speed Watch site codes have now been updated, and a number of sessions have been carried out. 

6.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report 

26.053	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Haynes highlighted the need for as many residents as possible to complete the Rights of Way survey currently out for consultation. 

	The proposed Ward boundary review removes Dewlish from Cllr Haynes’ Ward and adds Stoke Wake and Mappowder. She currently has the largest geographical Ward in the county. It was noted that the new Ward divisions are based on numbers of residents and no consideration is given to rurality. The consultation runs until the 9th November. 

	Rights of Way consultation. Cllr Haynes felt that this tends to concentrate on urban areas and little thought has been given to the rural areas. Members felt that the system should provide more clarity regarding landowners’ responsibilities and make it easier for residents to report issues with footpaths. In addition, reference should be made to the cost of the upkeep of fingerposts which is currently left to parish councils to maintain. It was noted the smaller parishes do not have the budget for such work, and the fingerposts are slowly disappearing from the countryside. Cllr Dunn will respond to the survey on behalf of the Parish Council. 

7.	To consider the PCSO’s report

26.054	A copy of the report was issued with the agenda. No comments were made.

8. 	To receive Parish Councillor’s Reports 

26.055	Asset Management 
(i) Bus shelter repairs – Cllr Taylor noted that the bus shelter appears to be leaning towards the road. He will ask Dorset Council to investigate the drains underlying the area to see if any have collapsed. The stencil on the back wall is now known to have been painted by a former Chair of the Parish Council. When the Parish Council obtains quotations for the repainting of the bus shelter, a note will be put on the village WhatsApp group saying that the wall is going to be painted and giving a date for when the work is to be done. This will allow time for anyone to oppose the loss of the artwork. It was suggested that a local artist could be approached with a view to replacing the stencil with an alternative work of art. The wooden frames round the front of the shelter and the windows are rotting and need to be repaired. The foundations will need to be checked before any such work is undertaken.
(ii) The 20mph sign on Drakes Lane is upside down. It has been reported to Dorset Council Highways.
(iii) The zigzag lines outside the school have not been repainted and the ‘Slow’ signs are fading. Both are on the works list at Dorset Council. 

26.056	Play Park 
	
The swing frame has now been painted and the climbing frame cleaned and oiled. The play park signs need to be cleared of vegetation, and Cllr Dunn will deal with this. 

26.057	Highways 

Dorset Council Parking Strategy – Cllr Taylor and the Clerk attended a briefing relating specifically to Dorchester earlier in the month. It was felt that any increase in parking charges will lead to a further decrease in footfall in the town center. Cllr Taylor will respond to the consultation. 
 
26.058	Website and IT

	Nothing to report.

26.059	Emergency Planning 

Cllr Waters will write an article encouraging residents to prepare for additional flooding during the winter and remind those with riparian responsibilities of what they should be doing at this time of year. The article will be posted on the village WhatsApp group.


10.	Finance 

26.060	To note the pay award of 3.3% in line with the national pay agreement

	Noted.

26.061	To approve the payments for July and August 2026 

The following payments have been requested:

	A Crocker		Reimbursement of Microsoft subscription 	BACS142		84.99
	Alicia Maude		Play park maintenance			BACS142	          425.00
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.05.26 to 09.6.26					  4.25
	HMRC			PAYE August 2026				BACS143		44.40
	A Crocker		August 2026 salary + expenses		BACS144	          210.14
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting 20.07.26 to 16.08.26					20.99
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 23.07.26 to 23.08.26					11.99
	Hugo Fox 		Email hosting 18.08.26 to 16.09.26					20.99
	DAPTC		Councillor training: R Hall & R Dunn	BACS145	          120.00
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.06.26 to 09.07.26				  4.25
	A Crocker		September 2026 salary + expenses		BACS146	          248.26
	HMRC			September 2026 PAYE			BACS147	 	53.20
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 25.08.26 to 21.09.26					11.99

The total amount requested is £1,260.45.

Cllr Waters proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Taylor and agreed unanimously.

26.062	To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

Both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Taylor proposed they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed unanimously.

26.063	To consider items for the 2027/28 budget 

Councillors were reminded that the budget setting process begins in November and they are invited to put forward any items they would like to add to the budget. Cllr Taylor suggested PlusBus and repairs to the bus shelter should be considered.

10.	To consider planning applications received 

26.064	There were no planning applications received at the time of this meeting. 

11.	To consider adopting a the Draft Retention Policy

26.065 A draft of the policy had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Taylor proposed that the policy is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Dunn and agreed unanimously.

12.	To receive an update on PlusBus

26.066	 At this time, the service appears to be running well and there are a significant number of people from the parish using the service. It is hoped that Dorset Community Transport will continue to issue the usage reports. Monies will be set aside in the budget for the service to offset any invoice that may be received in due course.

13.	Date of next meeting 

26.067	2nd November 2026.


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm.

Future meeting dates:

4th January 2027
1st March 2027
Tuesday 4th May 2027
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Signed: ………………………………………………………..
