Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
4th of November 2024
 APPROVED MINUTES
	Interests
	Present 


	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr M Ridley
Cllr D Rogan-Mackie
Cllr G Heppell
	Cllr S Dalglish
Cllr S Nixon
Cllr K Teasdale
Cllr I Hutchinson
	Ms Emma Ackroyd - Clerk

1 member of the public

	
	196/24
	Apologies for absence - Cllr J Hunter, Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr J Sheils

	
	197/24
	Public Questions – 
Working Men’s Club (WMC): A member of the public inquired about the progress on clearing the WMC site after the fire two years ago. Cllr A Sharp reported ongoing issues with utility disconnections, particularly delays from Northern Power Grid, despite multiple meetings and efforts by the council to expedite the process. Demolition should proceed once all services are safely disconnected.
Church Hall Conversion Delay: The delay was attributed to the county planning department’s processing time for signing off conditions, despite the project’s readiness.

	
	198/24
	Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	199/24
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on Monday 7th October 2024 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Cllr K Teasdale   Seconded by: Cllr G Heppell AGREED    

	
	200/24
	[bookmark: _Hlk102401201]Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda
Freeman Event: Scheduled for 2nd December 2024 at 4:30pm in the library. The council will arrange refreshments and invite the public to attend.

	
	201/24
	201/24 Appointment of New Councillor
Joanne Sheils was unanimously appointed as a new councillor

	
	202/24
	Grounds Report
202/24.01 Grounds Meeting 28th October 2024
Drainage and Maintenance: Agreed to install a new drainage pipe to resolve sinking issues, with Abacus committing to patching work. Steve Ferguson will handle drainage installation if the cost remains under £1,000.
Volunteer Planting: NCC provided flowers, which volunteers planted by the cenotaph. Leaves around the area have been cleared.
202/24.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelter
Repairs to the bus shelter at the west end were completed, and a new litter bin will be installed in the market area.
202/24.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
Footpath Lighting: A non-functional light on the zebra crossing by the church hall and street lights near the swimming pool were reported. Cllr Hutchinson will follow up with NCC.
Trees at the Burn Footpath: Several trees were identified as potentially hazardous. A site visit is scheduled for the November grounds maintenance meeting to assess the extent of the issue.
Bridge Repairs: A quote will be obtained to replace a damaged plank on the bridge past the chimney.

	
	203/24
	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
203/24.01 Public Toilets: The council will contact Greg Gavin to clarify the tender process and ask which local contractors were approached. The council also seeks confirmation of NCC funding contributions.
203/24.02 Asset Transfer (Land by the Swimming Pool):
Cllr Hutchinson to communicate updates to the clerk regarding the car park's inclusion in the transfer, which is essential for supporting the pool.
	

	
	204/24
	Police in Haltwhistle 
The police report summarized recent incidents in Haltwhistle, including theft, vandalism, and minor public disturbances. Cllr Sharp reminded residents to report incidents to maintain adequate police coverage in the area.

	
	205/24
	Neighbourhood Plan
Next Meeting scheduled for Monday, 2nd December, at 11:00am in the library. Cllr S Dalglish to notify committee members.

	
	206/24
	Borderlands Projects 
No updates were reported for Borderlands projects at this meeting.

	





	207/24
	Planning Applications         
No new planning applications were reviewed at this meeting.

	
	
	Other Planning Matters
None

	
	208/24
	Remembrance Day 
A service will be held at 10:00am at Holy Cross Church, followed by a ceremony at 10:45am at the War Memorial. Regrets sent by: Cllr Hutchinson
Wreaths Payment: Approved payment for poppy wreaths.
Proposed by: Cllr M Ridley Seconded by: Cllr G Heppell AGREED  

	
	209/24
	Grant Requests 
No grant requests were submitted for this session.

	AS
	210/24
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
Management Meeting: Next meeting set for 20th November, 7:00pm at Featherstone Castle.

	
	211/24
	Reports on Financial Matters
Bank and Cash Balances as of 28th October 2024: Approved as presented.
Proposed by: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie Seconded by: Cllr G Heppell AGREED
Backpay Calculation: Due to a pay increase, backpay calculations will be completed and added to the next payroll.
Proposed by: Cllr M Ridley Seconded by: Cllr G Heppell AGREED
Bank Reconciliation: Reviewed and approved as per the reconciliation presented.  

	
	212/24
	Haltwhistle Partnership
No additional updates provided at this meeting.

	
	213/24
	Sycamore Gap Seeding Event
Cllr Cheverst will provide more details. Added to the agenda for the next grounds maintenance meeting.

	
	214/24
	Correspondence
Correspondence received since the last meeting was reviewed, including feedback from residents regarding community projects and issues.

	
	215/24
	Any Other Business (AOB)
WhatsApp Council Group: Proposal to establish a WhatsApp group for quick issue reporting among council members.
Monthly Councillor Surgery: Proposal for councillors to hold a monthly Saturday surgery for residents.
Cenotaph Cleaning: Agreed to explore options for cleaning the cenotaph based on recent successful efforts in Greenhead.

	
	216/24
	Next Meeting: 
The next council meeting will be held on Monday, 2nd December 2024, at 6:30pm in Haltwhistle Library.
Grounds meeting: 10am 25th of November in the council office
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