Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
Minutes of a Meeting
Held at Collinwood, Cannons Lane, HBO
11th June 2026

Present: Ellie Chinnery, Sharon Andrews, Sue Barr, Cllr Terry Marsh, Cllr Alan Fisher, Mick Howarth

Planning Approval for 100 Dwellings South of the Flitch Way
Due to a limited amount of time available Sharon asked that we first discuss the planning approval for 100 dwellings on our northern border, and tabled notes she had compiled in relation to this.

This follows the reply from UDC Planners stating that our request to have these properties, or even a proportion of these properties, allowed as part of the HBO housing requirement under the Local Plan, was denied.

It was agreed that, because there is no specific rule in the Local Plan stating that housing allocations are only taken from the settlement rather than the whole parish, we will make further representations to UDC Planners to argue this point. 

It was also noted that 2 of the new houses on the Benningtons site at Takeley, which were changed from detached to semi-detached properties were taken from our allocation and thereby created a precedent.

Website
The NP website is now available again and can be reached on http://hboneighbourhood plan.org.uk

Unfortunately, the website has still not been updated to include all available surveys, reports and meeting minutes. 

Policy Writing
The policy writing is continuing, and a revised schedule of our Core Objectives is attached with the name of the proposed author added.



It was agreed that, in order to maintain continuity, each policy section would be written in the same format:
Core Objective
Evidence
Policy 

Ellie will provide access to a Dropbox for keeping documents and other information such as photographs, maps etc.

It was agreed to use Ariel font for the text work.

Community Engagement
A revised date for a meeting with the community will be decided upon once we have sufficient work on our policies completed and ready to be discussed with HBO residents.

Housing Allocation
With the possibility of 78 dwellings being granted planning permission in the near future, it was agreed that discussions in the short term of further housing allocations would be superfluous and better left for a future meeting.

Next Meeting
Thursday 9th July 2026 at Collingwood.











	

Hatfield Broad Oak Neighbourhood Plan 
Core Objectives


1. To maintain and enhance the peaceful nature of the Parish and to foster good community spirit by retaining and protecting existing community facilities such as our primary school, the pre-school, our two churches, the local shop, the village hall, our two public houses and our recreation grounds and green spaces.
Alan

2. To protect and maintain the historic character of the Parish, our conservation area and our many listed buildings and historical features.
Sue

3. To protect the beautiful open countryside around our village and outlying settlements to ensure it retains its unique identity.
TBA

4. To protect our wildlife and promote further biodiversity wherever possible.
Ellie

5. To maintain and protect our public rights of way, bridleways and listed lanes so that they can be enjoyed for many generations to come.
Mick

6. To ensure that new housing development is sympathetically located in areas which will provide sustainable growth and will help to promote a vibrant rural community.
TBA

7. To ensure that any new housing development is designed and located to enhance the historic character of the Parish but still meets the needs of local people for affordable housing, new starter homes and residences suitable for those with special needs.
              Alan

8. To explore opportunities to improve public transport access. This is particularly needed for residents in outlying areas to provide better access to local facilities within the village including the school, shop and doctors’ surgery.
Mick

9. To work within the policies of the New Local Plan covering climate change and to ensure all new development is designed and built with the lowest possible carbon footprint, light pollution etc.
Terry

10. To work with our District Council and ECC Highways to mitigate instances of speeding traffic, inconsiderate parking and general pedestrian safety.
Ellie/Sharon

