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Task and Finish Group – Monday 16 December 2019

Housing
Allocated and planned housing: drawn from Breckland Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan: 1612 houses over LP period to 2036, of which 1007 completed or committed. Current focus on development underway to south (Swan’s Nest) and east (Persimmon). 
Questions:
· How many houses are being built outside these areas – eg Whitsands Road, Lynn Road, Brandon Road (near school), probably other ‘infills’ adding to total housing numbers? Why as these not captured in official data?
· Developer contributions towards road improvements (relief road). Opportunity lost in respect of development along Brandon Road; can future contributions be drawn from developments elsewhere in Swaffham, for benefit of town as a whole?
· Concentration of housing to east of town: Traffic flow into centre will build along Norwich Road and Mangate Street: what impact will this have on air pollution at George Hotel crossroad, in view of BDC claim that pollution here has fallen?
· Implication of development to east on other routes, eg Whitecross Road, to avoid town centre? 

Diversions
Advisory diversions intended as a means of alleviating volume of heavy goods traffic in Swaffham. Possibilities from south (M11), east (Felixstowe), and mid- Norfolk (Watton) shown on attached maps.
Questions:
· Given poor quality and heavy usage of A10, why would HGVs choose to use westerly diversion? 
· On any option, could enough lorries be diverted voluntarily to make a real difference to Swaffham?
· How many extra miles/hours would be added to journeys by these diversions?

Parking/Access
Principal parking/access issue arises in respect of access to Theatre Street car park. Unresolved issue arises around feasibility of making Theatre Street two-way beyond Westfield Road to car park:   problem of narrowness of road and houses giving direct on to the street. Additional car parking space is necessary if people are to be encouraged to park and walk into town centre. Link to proposals for Heritage Action Zone (HAZ).
Questions:
· Where is promised feasibility study for access to Theatre Street car park?
· Where are options for more car parking in addition to Theatre Streetaway (Station Street car/lorry park? Allocated spaces at Waitrose/Tesco for long stayers? Lynn Road?).
Relief Road
Urgent need for feasibility study for north/south relief road. Once determined, the road should be protected and development (housing and/or employment zones) planned along the route (analogy with Beccles). Route to east of A1065 affected by extensive house building without RR planned in. Route to west has less scheduled housing and possibly scope for employment.
Questions:
· Sources of funding for feasibility studies for relief road?
· Sources of funding for road construction (housing growth, employment zoning, Government funding (analogy with Long Stratton)?
Funding
In addition to looking at scope for developer contributions, examine possibility of using community infrastructure levy (Breckland DC).
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