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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123
BINS - Waste Management
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk

CAXTON SURGERY
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100

CORBET SCHOOL www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action)

0345 6789007

01691 654646

01691 656882

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was) 0800 001 5400
KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203
NHS Out of Hours Service 111
Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000

PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number 101
Oswestry Police Station 0300 333 3000

Safer Neighbourhood team—email:
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman: Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218
PUNCH BOWL 07543 040618
QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT 01691 610255
RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN 01691 681010

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip

Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935
SAMARITANS 116 123
SCHOOL - West Felton C E School 01691 610388
SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000
Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020
Shrops Councillor: Clir David Walker 01743 256863/ M 07484 541576
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH: MINISTRY vacant
Church Warden: Dr Michael Davie 01691 610612
ST. CHAD'S: Chapel Warden: Mrs Ann Hampson 01691 610845
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 01691 610665
VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629
WASP Problems Emergency number 01691 831251 / 07772 006994
WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority 0800 783 4444
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE: President: Rhian 07375 997 782
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ROUND and ABOUT
WEST FELION

www.westfeltonmagazine.co.uk

Supporting local business - Supporting the community

West Felton
Annual Parish
Meeting

Tuesday 14 April 2026 at 7pm.

It’s your community meeting!
Please join us in the School Hall.

The monthly Parish Council meeting
will follow immediately after at 7:30pm.
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mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com

Parish Council Second Tues of the month, 7:30 School Hall

West Felton Walkers 10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT...see page 17

Tuesday mornings: 2 sessions: 9:30-10:30 &
Pilates Class 10:45-11:45am Need to book online GYMCATCH. Phone: Abi

el "

07904 456 368
Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall
Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School

Felton Flexors Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall

Table Tennis Thursday 7:30pm Village Hall

Z O

wi 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm Village Hall

Short Mat Bowls contact Glynnis on 01691 610336

Royal British INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-

Legion day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.
2nd April 10am: COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall 17
SthAbril 9:30am EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE,

P St Michael’s Church
14th April 7pm: ANNUAL PARISH MEETING, the school hall
16th April 7pm County Councillor Surgery, The Punch Bowl see

below

12th July CARNIVAL DAY.

@Shropshlre

I
| YOUR opportunity to engage personally
| with your LOCAL COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Council

I

|

il

|§ 3rd Thursday each month | Nextsurgery16thAprll :
l |
|

|

|

|

|

| WEST FELTON - 7pm to 8pm: at The Punch Bowl, at the back of the restaurant.
| or WHITTINGTON: 10am to 11am at Senior Citizens Hall, Station Road,
IWhittington in the back room - coinciding with coffee morning.

| Cllr David Walker, Whittington Division: 01743 256863,

| Email: ClirDavid.Walker@shropshire.gov.uk | M: 07484 541576

David Davies & Sons

"Serving the community for over 170 years"

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An independent family business
offering a complete service
including pre-paid funeral plans

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA
01691 653116

W. E. Price

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.

Available 24 hours a day. Pre-paid funeral plans available

West Felton 01691 610975
Oswestry 01691 652995

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk

Oakwood,

Salop Road,
Oswestry, Golden Charter
SY11 2RN Smart Planning for Later Life
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COME AND ENJOY
THE WARM and FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE

INDOOR MARKET: OVER STREET MARKET:

Wednesday, 3 0 Wednesday
Friday & &
Saturday STALLS Saturday

54

WEST FELTON

VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity No. 702175

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,
Sales, Children's parties
Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60
Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200

Commercial rates by arrangement

DRound and About West Felton

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion
in next issue
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone

Last day for submission of copy and
deadline for content changes
10th APRIL 2026

Advertising Rates
for 12 insertions:
Quarter page £65

Tel 01691 610300
€ Half page £95
colleenhughes748@btinternet.com Full page £155

Editor: Colleen Hughes

Disclaimer
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s
products, services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers.

The information, statements and opinions expressed in reports or articles published
in Round and About West Felton Magazine are solely those of the authors and do
not in any way reflect those of the magazine committee.
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m WEST FELTON STORES
Telephone - 01691 610 863

Opening Hours

Monday to Friday: 7am - 8pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 8pm
Sunday: 10am - 7pm

We are doing the delivery service again
for those who are shielding at home.

Please order between 9-12 on our
« phone number 01691 610 863 or

« WhatsApp your order on our business

number (+441691 610 863).

We will deliver as soon as possible,
please leave your name and telephone number,
so we may contact you. Thank you.
Essential items only please,
the minimum spend is £10.00

(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes).

Parish of Whittington and
West Felton with Haughton

Services in West Felton Parish:

St Chad’s, Haughton
St Michael’s, West Felton ad’s, Haug
SERVICES TO BE ANNOUNCED

9:30 am every Sunday

unless otherwise stated SERVICE ACCORDING TO THE

Book oF COMMON PRAYER.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please arrange with The Churchwarden:

Dr Michael Davie 01691 610 612

Pradoe Church

Services - at 10:30am unless otherwise stated

Sunday 5 April — Easter Sunday Service with Communion
Sunday 3 May — Morning Service
Sunday 7 June - Morning Service

All welcome!
All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD
Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens
Baschurch, Shrewsbury SY4 2HF Tel 01939 262 881
Email: see list. Website: www.westfelton-pc.gov.uk

Chairman CllIr John THORNHILL 07714 759 466
Elecmcal f M&V Renewables Vice-Chairman Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR 07955 232 199
ClIr David CURTIS 01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &

0 1 69 1 7 1 2830 Clir Alastair FORBES
Clir Mick GREEN
) : ) Clir Marian HESKETH
office@rjwelectrical.com Clle Chris TONES
Cllr Pat MABE
Clir Ed NICHOLAS
Cllr Neil SUMMERS
Your Local ClIr David WALKER
Electricians § Solar

PV Installers

‘T)omestic, Agricultural, Commercial and
Industrial Electrical Installations

Eiectrical Installation Condition Reporting Rosemary Wood

Solar PV John Thornhill
Ozcan Ozagir
eV Charger David Walker
@Renewable Technologies Marian Hesketh
David Curtis
CFAT Tesiao Ed Nicholas
Pat Mabe

Chris Jones
Alastair Forbes

N N\
we =l (3 ) RECCH Neil Summers

' Mick Green
52

SALC Area Committee)
01691 610 524
07928 479 305
01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall).
01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee).
01691 610 400
01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee)
07523 318 005
01691 897 117

Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863

Mobile: 07484 541576

Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan T: 01939 809387
E: helen.morgan.mp@parliament.uk

PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES
FOR PARISH CLERK AND COUNCILLORS

clerk@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
john.thornhill@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
ozcan.ozagir@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
david.walker@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
marian.hesketh@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
david.curtis@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
edward.nicholas@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
pat.mabe@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
chris.jones@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
alastair.forbes@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
neil.summers@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
michael.green@westfelton-pc.gov.uk
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NEWALL

TREE SERVICES

www.maxnewalltreeservices.co.uk

BASED IN WEST FELTON FOR THE PAST DECADE, WE COVER
EVERY ASPECT OF TREE SURGERY FROM ROADSIDE REMOVALS
TO PLANTING AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN. ALL STAFF ARE
FULLY QUALIFIED AND WE ARE INSURED UP TO 10MILLION.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION TO
SEE HOW WE CAN HELP LOOK AFTER YOUR TREES.
- 07770503049 | 01691 700212 -

MAX@MAXNEWALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK

'2 : 9 City2eGuilds
e 2 NPTC

Accredited Contractor Qualified workforce

CHAS.co.uk

Annual property review

Are you curious about the value
of your home?

¢ Have you made cosmetic changes in the

past 12 months?

Have you simply outgrown your home?

Was the last time you had your home

valued 2+ years ago?

¢ Do you understand how to maximise
the value of your home?

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive
estimate of your property’s value, based on the
latest market trends and local data. Whether
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just
want to know more about your home’s worth,
we’re here to help.

So don’t hesitate,
contact us today to
schedule your free
home valuation and get
the information you ‘_
need to make informed F‘
decisions about your
home and investment.
Kind regards,

Daniel & team

01691 674494
_ The Don,
Albion Hill,
Oswestry X
SY111QA == o et

o~ —

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com
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%ggy
Cails ¢
Diggy Dy Cove A Slioy Gervics

s Fully insured 4* star rating. e Daily dog walks located in the countryside.
W Your pet treated as one of the family. % Chill-out zone.
¥ Secure dog run for fun & games. ¥ Home-from-home alternative to kennels.

%% As well as dogs we also offer pet sitting for
cats as a home visitation service.

% Individual needs catered for.

% Pick-ups and drop offs available on request.

“ (’,7;77"“'({”—‘549

vu Located in West Felton, Oswestry

® \ v u Tel: 07974 152022

- ,‘,(ﬂ’-‘"f ‘e, Email: suzanne.galliers@btinternet.com
- ' g 7 & €) @wagglytailswestfeiton

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL
Report from Chairman Clir John Thornhill

RIDGE FUELS coAL LOGS, GAS BOTTLES

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES
SELECTION oF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS
SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES
CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY
FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
Wholesaler and Retailer

g O

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk
Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST
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Neighbourhood Plan

A meeting of the Parish Neigh-
bourhood planning team was held
on 26th February 2026 in the Par-
ish Hall. It was attended by ten
members of the parish and three
members of the Parish Council.
Three other members of the par-
ish apologised for not attending.
In total there are therefore fifteen
parish members and three Parish
Council members on the group.

The attendees were provided with
a summary document: Stages of
preparing a Neighbourhood Plan,
which sets out the whole process
from start to final agreement and
implementation of the Plan. They
were also provided with copies of
the Parish Plan ‘neighbourhood
area’ and Conservation area.

The meeting worked through the
summary document noting that
the ‘neighbourhood area’ had al-
ready been agreed. It was under-
stood that at present there is no
Shropshire Council Plan but there
was a strong view that we should
continue with the Parish Neigh-
bourhood Plan ready for the new
version of the Local Plan.

There was positive enthusiasm for
this project and wide ranging dis-
cussion on how to achieve it.

There was concern expressed
about the size of the Parish Plan
Area with large areas that were
mainly farming and arable tracts
with limited population. There
was debate about how to preserve
the nature of West Felton which
has a Conservation Area and un-
der the 2015 SamDev (Site Alloca-
tions and Management of Devel-
opment) Plan it is considered
Open Countryside. The group also
discussed the dearth of amenities
within the area and considered
this might be a matter for future
discussion.

It is essential that everyone in the
Parish Area has an opportunity to
engage with the process. A lot of
time was spent on how to ensure
a positive and widespread public
consultation on the draft plan and
what avenues of communication
could be considered to reach all
members of the parish during this
process and the final referendum.
If you have any views on this

(Continued on page 8)




(Continued from page 7)
matter please send them in to the
parish clerk.

A very good opening meeting and
with positive recognition of the
amount of work that will have to
be undertaken to create an effec-
tive plan for the village. All
attendees were prepared to be-
come fully involved.

It was agreed the next meeting
would consider communication
procedures and processes and
begin to look at the Area Plan to
identify possible locations for
housing development which
would preserve the rural nature of
West Felton.

Website.

There is good progress on the de-
velopment of the new website
and already discrete email ad-
dresses have been created for all
members of the Parish Council.
We would like to include photo-
graphs, particularly arial, of the
village, so if anyone has any suita-
ble pictures of the village over the
years please contact the clerk.

Parish Meeting.

It is proposed that the Annual Par-
ish Meeting will be held on Tues-

day 14 April 2026 commencing at
7 pm. This will be followed by the
monthly Council meeting.

Fly Tipping.

The PC reflected on an email from
a member of the Parish concerned
about the increase in Fly tipping at
the Holyhead Road lay-by. | am
pleased to say that the report of a
caravan left there was positive
and that action was taken quickly
to remove it. The Council decided
not to place signs and a camera at
the site as it felt that this might
only be a short lived response.

LED Street Lighting on The Ave-
nue.

Our Shropshire Council repre-
sentative, David Walker, has made
some progress on this matter and
had a response from Jason Hughes
who is the Shropshire Council
officer with responsibility for this
matter. He has also been in con-
tact with National Highways and
will further pursue this matter.

Youth Club Grant Application.

A representative of the applicant
All A4 attended the meeting and
gave a short introduction followed

(Continued on page 9)

BRITISH

K

IRONWORK CENTRE

CERTIFICATE of
EXCELLENCE

96

tripadvisor

SHROPSHIRE’S BEST

ATTRACTION

TEL: 01691 610952 Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 4JH
www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE
Registered Waste Carrier
Local Operator
For a prompt and efficient service
Contact Edward Scott
on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870

(Continued from page 8)

by questions. It was agreed that the concept of a Youth Club based at
the Primary School on a Friday from 4 15pm — 6pm was a positive step
forward for the village. The Council agreed to provide a ‘one off’ start
up grant of £500 to allow the club to begin operating and become self

sufficient. @

Call Jennifer Scott on

07866 472083
or 07791 655559

www.facebook.com/
cleanandgleamovens
Email:
cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com

OVENS

North Shropshire Timber
Rednal Ind Est.
SY114HS - 01691610570

Your local independent sawmill
for all your internal and external timber needs.
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile.
Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn,
delivered six days a week.

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume
Stove mix offcuts £ 85
Oak/Ash offcuts £110
Split softwood logs £152
Split hardwood logs £173

mgmmamrzcm

Professional
Oven Cleaning Services
covering Oswestry & surrounding areas

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters
stove mix offcuts £160.00
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¥i¥ Shropshire

Council

Shropshire Councillor Report —
Councillor David Walker

Over the past month I've contin-
ued to devote a significant amount
of time to West Felton where
planning pressures, Highways con-
cerns, enforcement issues and
community enquiries have re-
mained particularly active. With 3
live speculative applications | have
argued with officers that West Fel-
ton should be downgraded in fu-
ture and for settlement hierarchy
assessments to be weighted by
local services and infrastructure
availability. | continue to make
sure the cumulative impact of de-
velopment is not downplayed in
officer assessments.

This month I’'ve also dealt with a
number of highways issues raised
by residents—ranging from pot-
holes and surface deterioration to
drainage and runoff concerns. I've

chased National Highways about
the surface condition of Fox Lane
footbridge again. Progressed the
new streetlight on the Avenue and
fed that back to the parish clerk.

Last week | facilitated a meeting
with officers and key members
about stronger policy on Sustaina-
ble Urban Drainage Schemes
(SUDS) to ensure rainfall run-off is
properly dealt with on site for new
developments. Constantly adding
new run-off into poor drainage
systems is not sustainable, particu-
larly given the government's high
mandatory housing targets for
Shropshire. This run-off exacer-
bates pothole problems if rainwa-
ter sits on the roads.

With record high rainfall this win-
ter, most of the country has seen
an explosion of potholes. Despite
this, in January 2026, Shropshire
Council repaired 2,113 potholes

(Continued on page 11)



Approved
Prlvate Care Care and Support

Oswestry & Shrewsbury

SUPPORTING YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
HELPING TO KEEP YOUR INDEPENDENCE

Contact us E

[=]
01691 Caring and Recruiting Today F W

655999 foraBetter Tomorrow [=]5

wwav.approvedcareandsupport.co.uk

JIM PARKES

Specialists in oil fired heating systems
Domestic and Commercial Boilers
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.
Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area
: Fast response to breakdowns,
CItY&’: And f))ll and water leaks
Guilds Tel 01978 722598 Mob: 07929 016814

ValentineWindow '
CLEANING g

www.valentinewindowcleaning. co.uk

07540 648565
WINDOWS | SOFFITS & FACIAS | CLADDING | CONSERVATORIES

GUTTER CLEANING | JET WASHING | SOLAR PANELS
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Tanat to Perry Community

Wildlife Group
Please help with our Bird Survey,
and Save our Curlews.

It’s not too late to help with our
Curlew and Lapwing survey. If you can
recognise Lapwing and Curlew
(and preferably their calls), you can
make an important contribution.

Our area extends from Oswestry in the
north to Kinnerley in the south, and eastward from the Welsh border to Ruy-
ton-XI-Towns.

The survey only involves three 3-hour visits, between the beginning of April
and mid-June, simple instructions and a map to record your observations are
provided, and there will be a training session if you want to come.

If possible, we’d like you to record Kestrel, Cuckoo and Red Kite too, please,
but that’s an optional extra.

Our bird survey is the first stage of the Save our Curlews project, as it locates
the pairs of Curlews to focus the efforts of the nest-finders. Surveyors are not
expected to look for nests.

Save our Curlews

There are about half a dozen breeding pairs of Curlew in our area, We are
looking for them all again this year, and we will also be working with Shrop-
shire Ornithological Society’s Save our Curlews Campaign, which aims to find
as many nests as possible, protect them from predation and trampling with
an electric fence, then fix a radio tag to the chicks that hatch and track them
to see how they use the landscape, and what happens to them. Finding out
why breeding productivity is so poor is key to working out an effective con-
servation plan.

For more information, please see the Tanat to Perry pages on the Community
Wildlife Groups

website https://www.shropscwgs.org.uk/tanat-to-perry-wildlife-group/

If you want to help, it’s not too late to join. Please email me:
leo@leosmith.org.uk

Leo Smith
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Looking to protect your
home with expert
roofing, insulation, or
spray foam removal?

Trust Stratton Roofing,
your specialists in long
lasting, professional
solutions

OUR
SERVICES

Spray Foam Removal
Leak Detection & Repair
Roof Repairs

Roof Cleaning
Insulation Install

Contact Us Today For A Free Consultation!

(£)0800 043 8001

(Continued from page 9)

compared to 1,216 in January
2025 - a 77% increase despite the
weather. Achieved in part by ex-
tending the contract of Multevo
who operates out of Rednal Indus-
trial Estate. From the 1st of April
Multevo's role will be further ex-
tended from A and B roads to in-
clude C-class side roads. The shift
of resources away from Keir
means better efficiencies and ca-
pacity to create a team focused on
drainage issues, which should help
ease localized flooding problems.
Shropshire Council has already ex-
panded the Multevo teams by 2.
Spending on potholes is due to
increase by £1.2m from April 2026
and by a further £5.3m in
2027/28. Since May last year over
21,000 potholes have been re-
paired; 25 roads (61km) have been
surface dressed, with 41 roads
(51km) resurfaced. Shropshire
Council has just announced a road
repair surge with 72 roads to be
surface

dressed and another 69 to be re-
surfaced.

On the budget front, the Govern-
ment recognized the shortcomings
of the financial settlement we re-
ceived from them - a 12% reduc-
tion compared to rises in urban

areas like Telford. But rather than
give us the money we needed,
they said we could raise council
tax by 8.99% instead and granted
our request for Exceptional Finan-
cial Support. EFS isn't a Govern-
ment bailout but is more like an
overdraft facility. This must be re-
paid with interest. So, it is impera-
tive that this money is used wisely
to transform council services, cut
costs, and increase income. Equal-
ly important is that we only draw
down what we need. We still must
make record cuts, cutting out non-
essential services, but it is good
that the Government has confi-
dence in our plans to change the
council. So much so that the Gov-
ernment has invited Shropshire
Council to participate in a pilot
scheme to work with the Ministry
of Housing, Communities and Lo-
cal Government (MHCLG) to sup-
port and accelerate the Council’s
improvement. The pilot seeks to
provide additional capacity and
expertise, focusing on the financial
transformation activity required to
achieve a sustainable budget and
stabilize the financial position.

Despite the 8.99% rise Shropshire
remains at the low end for Band D
compared to other unitary coun-

(Continued on page 13)
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Shropshire
Telford & Wrekin

ageUK

Let's change how we age

>

o

ag

e UK

Let’s change how we age

Our Help at Home service enables you to remain

independent at home and enjoy life.

Your friendly Support Worker can assist with: vacuuming,
dusting, bathroom and kitchen cleaning, laundry and
ironing, shopping and collecting prescriptions.

The two-hour visits are by the same Support Worker each
time and we can make sure you're receiving all the benefits

you're entitled to.

Call 01743 233 788 or email enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk

Registered charity no. 1090445

g Owen & So

Fuels

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry

Qs

For all your Coal and
Heating Oil Supplies

Phone your Local Supplier on

01691 830315
info@sowenandsons.co.uk
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OCC% Char]otte Roberts

SWESLY commmunily action

Marketing & Communications

@ 01631 656882 ;
Officer

© CQube, Oswald Road,
Oswestry SY11 IRB
@ www.qube-oca.org.uk © c.roberts@qube-oca.org.uk

= HO®
Volunteers needed at Oswestry Community Action (OCA)

Oswestry Community Action (OCA) is on the lookout for more volunteers.
Volunteer support is pivotal to the retention and growth of the fundamental
services they have to offer to the people in the local and wider Shropshire
area.

The services OCA offer have been developed in response to the needs of the
local community and ultimately aim to keep them engaged and support inclu-
sivity and wellbeing. The majority of their services are aimed at those who
are disadvantaged which includes disability, health (including mental health),
unemployment, rural poverty and isolation.

Their Community Transport Service is essential for enabling people in the
community to get out and about with ease and makes a huge difference in
their lives. The Dial-a-Ride and Community Car services are a large proportion
of this service and offer door-to-door transport for people without access to
public transport or a car. Journeys can include anything from grocery shop-
ping, a trip to the hairdressers or even regular journeys such as attendance at
the OCA twice-weekly Wellbeing & Befriending groups, which help to main-
tain connection and engagement within the community.

Chief Officer at Oswestry Community Action, Kim Wootton says; “We current-
ly have over 900 members signed up to our Community Transport Service,
but we cannot service all of these people without more volunteer Communi-
ty Transport Drivers. If more keen driver volunteers come forward and join
OCA we will be able to continue our mission to combat isolation and rural
poverty and improve wellbeing amongst the community.”

Without their fantastic, friendly team of volunteers, Oswestry Community
Action wouldn’t be able to make the difference they do in the community. To
enable OCA to support more local people, if you have some spare time and
want to immerse yourself in a fabulous community project, please get in
touch, email info@qube-oca.org.uk or call 01691 656882.e
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We're on the hunt for
Volunteer Community
Transport Drivers!

Our members need you!

We now have over 200 members
using our Community Transport
service, so we're looking for more
volunteer drivers to enable us to
deliver our invaluable transport
service to even more of them!

If you'd love to give something
back to your local community
hub, please get in touch.

Hear it from a volunteer...

As a Dial-a-Ride volunteer | give up my time
to help others make journeys which they
may not be able to undertake without the
help of our Community Transport service.
These trips may be to support groups,
shopping, medical appointments, and/or
any other activities which may be essential

Harry Pickavance 5 H SO
Volunteer Dial-a-Ride Driver ©OF provide enrichment to their lives.

Get in tfouch with our Volunteer Coordinator, Jo to
find out more! Call 01691 656882 or email on
j.longetti@qube-oca.org.uk

¢ Oswestry Community Action, Oswald Road, Oswestry SY11 1RB | 01691 656882
info@gube-oca.org.uk | www.qube-oca.org.uk

oswestry community aciion B /Qubeoswestry oswestry_community_action @/oswesrrycommuniryccﬁon
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(Continued from page 11)County Councillor report
cils: Herefordshire £2067.63;

Cheshire West £2076.79; Cheshire
East £1975.95; Shropshire
£1969.09; Northumberland
£2382.00. This Council tax rise will
mean that we borrow less from
the Government and therefore pay
less interest. None of this is easy,
and we would rather we hadn't
been left with this mess. For those
facing hardship there is extra sup-
port available here:

https://shropshire.gov.uk/council-
tax/council-tax-assistance/

where options include paying over
12 months rather than 10 months.

This budget allows the council to
recruit extra revenues and benefits
staff to improve our collection
rates and support more people in

need. It will also allow us to recruit
more officers in legal and planning
which generate income from de-
velopers, as well as making the
transformations we need to re-
duce costs and improve service
efficiency.

As always please feel free to get in
touch if you need to or drop into
one of my advice surgeries on the
Third Thursday each month. See
page 2.

Cllr David Walker

Landline: 01743 256863
Mobile: 07484 541576
(also WhatsApp)
https://clirdavidwalker.org/

Knockin & Kinnerley Cricket Club

For all the very latest KKCC news, events and
fixtures please visit our website www.kkcc.co.uk
or follow us on social media -

you can find our
numerous channels
v by going to

@ linktr.ee/KnockinandKinnerleyCC.
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Call/’email for a FREE

MILNE

INSTALLATIONS consultation. Quote MICA.

we take care of it all

Your Local Luxury Kitchen,
Bedroom & Bathroom
KITCHENS | BEDROOMS | BATHROOMS Specialists [3)

Survey « Design « Supply - Install
® 01938 570067

nfo@milneinstallations.co.uk

From site survey to
design, supply and
installation -

we take care of it all.

ROGER OWEN (ROWEN TREE CARE)
NPTC QUALIFIED
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY & HEDGE MAINTENANCE
STUMP GRINDING
WOOD CHIPPING HIRE WITH QUALIFIED OPERATOR
TELEHANDLER HIRE WITH QUALIFIED OPERATOR
SUPPLIER OF SEASONED WOODCHIPAND LOGS
FREE QUOTATIONS
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LESS THAN 5 MILES FROM WEST FELTON
TEL: 01691 682008/07980 626998
EMAIL: rowen.tree.care@btinternet.com 7

e

(Continued from page 41)
there: now a small hamlet,

people can use it for recreation.

* Flaxpool — name derived from
the fields of flax around it.

We had a famous Rector of West
Felton Church in 1866. Bemjamin
Hall Kennedy, most distinguished,
brilliant scholar at Shrewsbury
School and St. John's College,
Cambridge. Head master of
Shrewsbury School and Eton.
Greatest classical teacher of the
century - Kennedy's Latin Gram-
mar published.1841 .

There are two ghosts in West Felton.

A traditionally dressed ghost
haunts the Nursery gardens and
woods especially during parties,
peeping through the windows. It
vanishes on contact with a lighted
candle, and chases away evil spir-
its.

The Pradoe ghost haunts inside
the house, but is only seen by
women. It is dressed in black

breeches and stockings, white cra-
vat and black coat, accompanied
by a King Charles spaniel. Maybe
the ghost of the Rev. Pritchard,
who built Pradoe? It once fright-
ened a labrador who retreated,
hackles up, howling as he rushed
from the room.e

A Vagrant 1820
by Mr Hickson who lived by the
lane side, hence Hickson's lane.

1) In West Felton village, I've got an
old stable, I've restored it to live in
as far as I'm able.

I've got m' old dog and a cat’s living
with me, and I's very contented but
hard up as can be.

2) 1 get up at dawn and work till
light fails, At hedging and harvest
in sunshine an’ gales,

I visit the pubs, and like a good nat-
ter, And soon fall asleep after all the
chatter.

3) Tis a wonderful life in the coun-
try to-day. So peaceful and quiet,
and nature so gay.

I thank the good Lord every even-
ing, and pray

For health and strength to enjoy
the next day.

DARREN TOWNSEND

Painter & Decorator
All aspects of interior or exterior
decoration undertaken

Hanwood - Shropshire
01743 860241 mobile 07795 262629
darrentownsend18@hotmail.com
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[ The population of the West Felton civil parish was 1,601 in the 2021 Cen-
sus, an increase from 1475 in the 2011 Census. The civil parish includes the
main village of West Felton along with surrounding hamlets such as Grimpo,
Haughton, and Rednal.

EI'The area around West Felton was highly active during the English Civil War
in 1644, particularly around the Battle of Oswestry on June 22 1644. Shrop-
shire was vital to King Charles | due to its position on the Welsh border, with
Shrewsbury acting as a key Royalist stronghold.
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KARL LEAVER

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Friendly, professional service e Fully insured

o Over 15 years experience o Free estimates
« Interiors and exteriors E: Kkarll b " K
« Paper hanging : karlleaver@hotmail.co.u

Mob: 07581423025

J GAS & OIL CENTRAL HEATING
[NSTALLATIONS B REPAIRS
dab oo
lurnbing & GENERAL PLUMBING e o e~ s 5 3 e s
neating
i @mmmfl /@Q TEDSMORE HALL COTTAGES
HEr.a.s ot
Leaton Forest Firewood Make Your Celebration
Locally Grown, Traditionally Seasoned Firewood Truly Unforgettable
| Barrow Bags Give your guests an elegant and relaxing place
Premium Grade £50
B Grade £45 to stay at Tedsmore Cottages
where comfort meets countryside luxury.
Bulk Bags Beautifully styled cottages
Premium Grade £150

Set in peaceful surroundings

. o e 1
Kindling £8 Exclusive 20% local community discount

Free Local Delivery Perfect for weddings, birthdays, special occasions,

To order Email: trees@leatonforest.co.uk or or a memorable famlly weekend escape.
order through our website:

www.leatonforest.co.uk/firewood-log-sales/ @ Book now: 01691 880751

B Grade £125
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A & J CATTERY

Open all year round | Cattery is fully heated
Covered outside runs }

Collection and Delivery |

“Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy yoursi%)

Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS
Tel: 01691 682 606 We are only 5 minutes from West Felton

ARRIDGE
GARAGE DOORS

) B

1‘$r
Side-hinged

Up and over Sectional Roller

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations

[ . Opening Hours
M -
/ %‘_/_ Est 1989 Trade and Retail Mon to Thurs 9-5p
Y " |www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk Fri 9-4pm

1509001 | 68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 01691 670394

REGISTERED FIRM

Business Support Management Accounts

Payroli Services Tax Planning . morris
Business Start Ups  Accounts Preparation cook
Software sales and support (accounts/payroll)
Financial Services
Offices  Ellesmere, Oswestry and Llangollen Chartered

at: Telephone: 01691 62209 Acco:rrgams

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk
www.morriscook.co.uk

Business Advisers
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(Continued from page 39)

and bridge. St. Chads Church,
Haughton was built in 1887, as a
Chapel of Ease for the Tedsmore
Estate and now in charge of the
Rector. Pradoe Church, built in
1861 was a Chapel of Ease for the
Pradoe Estate. Methodists used
the '‘Box' on the Cross until the
present Chapel was built in 1909
and Congregationalists used the
small tabernacle at Weirbrook un-
til the present Chapel was built in
1910.

St. Winifred's Well, Woolston,
sprung up where her body rested
on its way from Holywell to
Shrewsbury. A black and white
building stands over the spring
said to have healing powers for
the eyes. Bishop's Well is where
the Bishop washed his feet after
resting on the Bishop's stone, now
on Bishop's corner.

Threadneedle Well was the first
source of water for Felton in the
11th century.

Other important buildings include
the Nursery, now being demol-
ished. With a small chapel, it was
built by the Dovaston family.

Hanley Hall was a retreat for
monks from St. Giles, Shrewsbury.
Abbots Moor was a retreat for

monks from Haughmond Abbey
and the Holding, Rednal was a
monastery.

The New Inn, now The Fox, was
the only public house in Felton in
1777. The Plough Inn, now two
black and white cottages, followed
in 1819, and The Lion was the old-
er part of Milnecroft, and also a
toll house. The Harp Farm was a
public house until 1837 and was
rebuilt in 1877. Lady Hill Farm,
once called Balaclava, was built
during the Crimean war.

The Tithe Barn still stands, and
West Felton clergy had the highest
stipend in the district.

The original buildings at the wharf,
Queens Head, still stand.

Can we conserve our heritage?

* The fine Dovastonian Yew trees
round the Nursery, only a few
left in the British Isles.

x West Felton Heath battle fields -
battle fought in 1644. i

* The Ducking Pools - Yarson and
Haughton. A man was ducked in
1870 for catching two rabbits to
feed his children.

* Grimpo - derived from Grim-
pool, a common remains - no
deeds. Gipsies often camped

(Continued on page 43)
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WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL a

EXERCISE CLASSES (ABIGAIL

. CHARLOTTE
Tuesday mornings
9:30am  Beginner/mixed ability pilates  Pilates classes £9 or £42.50 for 5

10:45am Intermediate/advanced pilates  Dance Fit - £8.50 or £40 for 5
12 noon Dance Fit

T: 07904456368

E: abi:glover-davies@hotmail.com
Fb: Abigailcharlottefitness
Abigailcharlottefitness

Please bring a mat to pilates and wear
something comfortable and stretchy.

Strengthen. Stretch.
Move better. Feel good

« Local business, West Felton based

Extensive range to suit all tastes

Quality products / affordable rates

We come to you offering a true

home selection service with a no

obligations chat

« All units made to order offering
many bespoke options

« Free planning and design

« Supply only or full fit service using
local trades n

- Contact paul@psmkitchens.co.uk

. more info at www.psmkitchens.co.uk

PSM

Kitchens

Designing kitchens for you

Call today for a free quote 01691 664252

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS

Surfacing Contractor
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs
Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor
References available
John Richards, Pentre, Nesscliffe

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503

COMMUNITY Welcomel! |
COFFEE Raffle, Sales tables |
MORNING for cakes, produce,

marmalade, greet-
ing cards, and craft
items.

Come and meet
the neighbours.

10-12noon
in the village hall.

Thursday, 2ND APRIL

£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee biscuits.
Bacon baps £1 extra.
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West Felton Walking Group

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at

the Punch Bowl car park Walk leaders:-

Mike Bossen 01691 610623
Hilary lles 01691 610707

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the
month when departure is 9:30

to allow time to travel to our cho-
sen destination for the away day

walk. 01691 610629
New members always welcome.

John & Eileen Hanmer
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v Free no obligation
quote

v Debit & Credit
cards accepted

v Fully Insured

v 12 months
Guarantee

PAINTHAUS

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company

Interior & Exterior Painting
and Decorating

www.painthaus.co.uk

07985 709453 info@painthaus.co.uk

GREEN HOLLOW
VETERINARY SURGERY

D. W. THURSTON BVetMed MRCVS
DOMESTIC PET, HORSE & FARM ANIMAL PRACTICE

24-hour Emergency Service - Consultation by appointment

\I;I\;gh nggg Morning, afternoon School Road
em Roa i i Ruyton-X1-Towns
and evening surgeries uy
SY4 ANW ALL NEW CLIENTS 01939
01939 WELCOME 261216
251180
SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES :
FARM ANIMAL SERVICES : o Microchip Identity
] Rou:l:ine FIeLtiIiIty work L] ?iaﬁnostitlz )Ig-l;:a\s/'t& Ultrasound
. n-house lab testin
: gﬁ;epHae:dt Ggas;::f. L] Pet food & accesso?ies
. Alpaca work . Free Pet Health advice

HORSE WORK : « Wormers (discounts on large quantity)
e 'Vetting’ pre-purchase/insurance
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West Felton - by a West Felton
WI member in the 1990s.

West Felton, an Anglo-Saxon vil-
lage, is situated in the north west
of the county. To find the meaning
of ‘Felton’ we have to split the
word: 'Fel' means fall of the tree
and 'ton' means landed gentry or
squires. (Other interpretations are
available. Ed.) The ‘West’ was add-
ed, probably around the 12th. cen-
tury, when the drapers would rest
on the way from Shrewsbury to
the very important woollen mar-
ket in Oswestry. The wool packers’
stone can still be seen by the
Punch Bowl Inn.

The population fluctuated over the
years from 926 in 1801, rising to
1080 in 1891, 1000 in 1963 and
decreasing to 850 today. f1

Life has changed over the years.
Farming, with meadows called
Fairyland, Lords Cross, Rising Sun,
was the main work in the area, so
the houses were built in hamlets
around the farms and estates. The
area boasted nine blacksmiths in
earlier times - an important asset
to the village life.

Between 1844 and 1862 the vil-
lage had a curfew bell that rang
everyday at 5am and 7pm. The
farm workers relied on this bell for

getting to work on time and all the
children had to be in the house by
the 7pm. bell. A fayre was held
once a year during the 1800s for
one day. Usually, the whole village
turned out unless sick or infirm.
Sports, round-a-bouts and swings,
plenty to watch or take part in. At
twilight it finished with a tug-of-
war and dancing until midnight.

The area had & glass factory and
during the war there was the
R.A.F. base.

Today we have the Post Office, the
School, 2 Public Houses and a Mili-
tary Museum. Many of the farms
have disappeared. Most people
travel out of West Felton for their
work. Life was difficult with the A5
running through the village but
now there is the By-Pass taking
the heavy traffic away and bring-
ing in developments of large ex-
pensive houses. Fortunately there
is still a village atmosphere and
there are activities for young and
old.

Among the interesting buildings
there is the 11th. Century Church
of St. Michael, situated in the
West of the village. The list of Rec-
tors goes back to 1305. In the tow-
er are three very fine bells. Behind

the church stood a castle, moat
(Continued on page 41)
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LITTLE PIXIES

Where nurturing care meets outdoor adventure. Set in the beautiful
Shropshire countryside, we provide a warm, welcoming, and engaging
environment for children to learn, play, and grow.

« High-quality childcare for children aged 12 weeks to pre-school

+ Open 51 weeks a year, Monday-Friday, 07:30-18:30

« Set in acres of countryside with Forest School sessions and a large
outdoor garden

« Fresh, home-cooked meals using locally sourced ingredients

« Government-funded places accepted from 9 months

¢ All-inclusive fees for ease and convenience

Location: Kinton Business Park, Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ

If you would like
more time to enjoy

Shropihire
your home and
| HOMJCAC!/?CFJ family, and less

work and worry,
for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care - contact

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk Tel: 07803 029928

24 SALOP ROAD

3G e O OSWESTRY
! U R S SYII 2NU

M 01691 655655

HAIR, BEAUTY
& WELLNESS 1O

AURA.OSWESTRY@MAIL.COM

West Felton

Women’s Institute [hBWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

WEST %
\FELTON
WI

19z1-2021

February activities

Despite all the adverse weather West Felton WI keeps buoyant in spirit. Janu-
ary’s get together had to be cancelled because of the incoming snow which
was the sensible thing to do in the circumstances. Members stayed in the
warmth of home and had access to a diverting quiz — anyone: whose wedding
cake (one tier only) in the 1800s was an amazing three yards wide and
weighed 300lbs? That’s our sort of cake!

Ross Millar from Dance HQ entertained us at February’s meeting. We found
out about the history of dance together with his being inspired by Michael
Flatley of ‘Riverdance’ fame and by the dancing in ‘Mary Poppins’ —all that
Step in Time —ing by the chimney sweeps on the rooftops of Edwardian Lon-
don. Then we watched as Ross, partnered by Maddie, elegantly ballroom
danced, foxtrotted and finally tangoed across the floor of the village hall. It
was of, course, our turn to then take to the floor and we were coached in the
steps of the cha-cha —cha which was great fun even if it led to a little breath-
lessness!

The flower competition brought out some beautiful hellebores, iris and other
blooms while the themed competition for a sparkling item produced entries
such as a hand crafted glittering rose and a heart-shaped and heart-
decorated cork notice board with the motto ‘Less Bitter...More Glitter!” Many
thanks to the evening’s hostesses for delicious refreshments and much need-
ed tea after all that exertion on the dance floor.

Plenty to look forward to in the coming months whether it’s a visiting speak-
er, lunch out or an evening jaunt. We maintain close links with our fellow WIs
in the Oswestry North Group and there’s also a Shropshire Federation Ram-
ble in Much Wenlock to herald the spring. We may even have an Escape
Room experience which sounds fun. If only we could escape this rain...!

The next meeting will be on Thursday March 12th at 7pm when we’ll wel-
come Sue Blower, Montgomery’s very own Town Crier.

Do give the WI a try! For further information tel. 07375997782
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Oswestry Rural South SNT
(oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk)

T ;
PCSO Kurt
Carroll Mabe

ol e

PC Mark

PCSO Stuart
Wright
07977 957689

07970 544372 g 07870 219669

{";tf_k West M i
% POLICE w"a

PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689 Direct Dial: 101. e rrorecrie warna e birFerence
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372 | Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043

Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE.
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies.
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 Twitter: @OsCops
Non emergency number : 101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk

MOBILE LIBRARY

Owen’s - Route 4
Subject to change due to inclement weather,
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:

Alternate Thursdays

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45
West Felton Village Hall
15:00 to 15:40

" | Shropshire
. MLibraries

Learn imagine discover
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(Continued from page 35) Church and State

the West, the position in Eastern
Europe has been more volatile. In
Tsarist Russia, the Tsars kept a hand
on the tiller of the Orthodox Church.
Tsar Peter the Great created the Ho-
ly Synod and appointed its head. Sta-
lin destroyed churches identifying
them as physical symbols of spiritual
belief to which people could cling.
He tried to stamp out religion but
never succeeded. The Orthodox
Church in Russia has been de-
nounced as an agency of the state
and a political propaganda weapon
by the Orthodox ecumenical Patri-
arch. For this he was described as
the devil incarnate by the Russian
Intelligence services. Meanwhile Pa-
triarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox
Church endeavours to keep on the
right side of President Putin whilst
the Russian president never misses
an opportunity to be shown crossing
himself in church.

Meanwhile down in the Caucasus
tension is rising between the govern-
ment and the Armenian (Catholic)
church. The dispute appears to have
been precipitated by the church’s
opposition to territorial concessions
to Azerbaijan. The intense state in-
tervention suggests that there is a
power struggle behind the scenes.
Bishops have been arrested and im-
prisoned and the head of the church
is accused of sexual impropriety and

enriching the church.

Further East, state and religion, far
from being separate, have now be-
come fused. The Supreme Leader in
Iran now controls the economy and
the religious entity. State law and
religious law are as one, much as
was the case in the West at one
time. Effectively there is compulsory
religion — the state gives instruction
about what you can do. Go one step
further to China where churches are
either destroyed or vandalised; reli-
gious practices are strongly discour-
aged and the secular state decides
what the people can do.

Has this gallop through history
helped reach any conclusion? It ap-
pears that in the short term the
state will always win. The church
should play a long game emphasizing
those attributes that fulfil its gospel.
Overplaying its hand will lead to un-
popularity as in Iran. Enforcing a sin-
gle religious position avoids contro-
versies such as for example, when
“thou shalt love thy neighbour”
competes with the handling of same
sex relationships. Already in the UK
tensions arise at times when Mus-
lims wish that Sharia law should
override State law. Lastly statesmen
have recognised that church build-
ings are valuable symbols of faith, a
point that should not be lost on the
Church of England.e
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING

O

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL
Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered
Breakdowns - Servicing
Landlord Certificates

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873
Email - djafswift@gmail.com

Anthony Roberts
Tree and Garden Care

= Tree Surgery = Patios

» Hedge Trimming = Landscaping

= Fencing = Wood Chipping available
= Stump Grinding

Free quotations
Whole of Shropshire covered

Tel: 01691 770054
Mob: 07725819414

Cut & Colour
» Baschurch

Hair, beauty, nails,
personal care

01939
809589

<
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Cut & Colour

Baschurch
Station Road

Baschurch SY4 2BB
@sarahatthehairstation

cutandcolourbas-
church@hotmail.com

n cut&colourbaschurch

@p Gb@ &‘Td@n %b with Topiarius

Prime sowing month

During some of the relentless rain we
had earlier | reread a couple of Ma-
jorie Fish books and found them as
helpful now as 70 years ago. We
Made a Garden is so full of com-
monsense advice and her observa-
tions on plants are so obviously from
real first hand experience. A really
good reminder lesson. Plant varieties
have of course moved on but | was at
first surprised and pleased to see
many that we have in our garden—
but then we stared planting not long
after Marjorie wrote her book.

Not in Marjorie Fish but in the earth-
worm book, | was also rereading an
article on starting and looking after a
compost heap. It is supposed to be so
organised with 50:50 of green and
brown material in layers and the
whole thing turned over at least
once. Marjorie Fish’s method is even
more complicated, even extending to
aerating pipes. Mine is simple, pile on
the waste as it appears. Anything
vegetable is fair game except for
weeds, and hard woody stems. | have
two concrete block bunkers, one with
finished compost and one being
filled. When one lot of compost is
used up the top layers from the other
heap are moved over to reveal the
ready to use compost below and the
process repeated. The cycle is more

21

or less one year which is very conven-
ient. | don’t think my compost would
win prizes but it is perfectly ade-
quate.

April is the full scale seed sowing and
planting month. Simply for space and
work load reasons | space out sowing
bedding through March and April, so
there are several varieties to be dealt
with. They are followed by any peren-
nials and hardy annuals that | have on
my must have or need to try lists. The
odds are that begonia tubers will
start to sprout and need to be potted
up. Then there are the tender vegeta-
bles, tomatoes, cucumbers, courgette
and squash. | buy in pepper plants
rather than sow seed as they need a
long growing season.

When you emerge from the potting
shed, kitchen or wherever you sow
indoor things, early potatoes, radish,
swede, land cress, broad beans,
sprouts and sprouting broccoli are
amongst the vegetables that can be
sown now. | prefer to sow all the
brassica, cress and lettuce in tray in-
serts and put in a sheltered spot ra-
ther than directly in the vegetable
plot.

| treat all plants in containers with a
liguid feed on a monthly basis
starting this month. The grass will
have lawn sand applied and a couple

(Continued on page 23)



Tel: 07830 050908
Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk

Do you need a bit of help
around your house and garden?

e DIY jobs e Small plumbing

e House repairs &  and electrical
maintenance jobs :

e Gardening Fully insured.
SerTCES Competitive rates.

: Quotes on request.

e Single and : Covering Knockin,

double glazed unit Melverley,

replacements West Felton,

surrounding areas.

Duncan Galliers

Master Upholsterer and
Furniture Restorer

Upholstery

Specialist in traditional
techniques for antique and
modern furniture.
Spring repair,
foam cut to size
and sundries!

Call 01743 353981 or
email
duncangalliers@aol.com

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk

eNew PCs and Laptops fully installed at home

eSpyware Removall/lnstallation of Leading Edge
Spyware Prevention

ePerformance Tuning and Business PC Support

eHardware/Software Installations and Training

eUpgrades and Automated Backup

eRemote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also
Available

oFor low fixed Prices from £19.95

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement?
Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response
01691 682480
07940 757503
OFTEC qualified engineer - all works fully insured
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Church and State

Michael Davie

These days in the UK we are not
used to religion and the state being
at loggerheads — though we’ll over-
look the Chancellor’s stinginess over
abolishing VAT exemption for church
repairs. In other countries religion
continues to upset the state or itself
actively meddles in state affairs.

In the past religion and the state
were often intertwined, with each
seeking to gain benefit from the oth-
er. Christianity and the Roman state
did not get on together until Con-
stantine made Christianity the reli-
gion of the Empire. In 800AD howev-
er it was the turn of Pope Leo Il to
turn to Charlemagne, King of the
Franks (loosely modern day Germany
and some other lands), for protec-
tion after being attacked in Rome.
The result was the coronation of
Charlemagne as Emperor of the Ro-
mans. The lands that Charlemagne
controlled along with others evolved
to become the Holy Roman Empire.
This was abolished in 1806 to pre-
vent Napoleon taking the title.

By the end of the Norman era and
the start of the Middle ages, the Cru-
sades, initiated by Pope Urban II, to
rid the Holy Land of the Turks cost
many of the Kingdoms of Europe in-
cluding England much in terms of
treasure and life. Indeed Richard | of

England, had the misfortune to be
ship wrecked and fall into the hands
of an opponent. A huge sum of mon-
ey was paid by the country to set
him free.

The Reformation and the advent of
Protestantism ignited interference
by states that sided with either the
Pope or Protestantism. This, as in
England, caused turmoil as succes-
sive Monarchs favoured one reli-
gious stance over another. In the late
17th century the Test Acts prevented
Catholics from holding many public
offices and these were not repealed
until the early 19th century. Only in
recent years has the English Mon-
arch been allowed to marry a Catho-
lic and because the Monarch is the
supreme leader of the (Protestant)
Church of England the Monarch can-
not be a Catholic.

Controversial in modern times has
been the relationship of Pope Pius Il
and the Nazi regime. Scholars have
argued that Pius collaborated with
Hitler because the Catholic Church
has in the past had little sympathy
for Jews because they killed Christ.
Other sources however suggest that
Pius was instrumental in helping
Jews escape. Most agree however
that Pius’ main objective was to keep
the Catholic Church intact.

Whilst religion and the state have

generally gone their separate ways in
(Continued on page 37)
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Check out our numerous 5X reviews on Facebook!!

"ALL ASPECTS OF
BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

BIRCH & SONS GENERAL BUILDING LTD

* Plumbing « Electrics

* Roofing * Renovations
* Kitchens « Digger hire
+ Bathrooms * Tractor hire

Bricklaying = Plastering sTimber Framework
Fencing - Extensions «Landscaping & Slabbing
Groundworks/Drainage
Reliable family run business offering high quality work

at a reasonable rate. Contact us for a no obligation quote on
07484 775590 joshua.birch1985@hotmail.co.uk

www.birchsonsgeneralbuildingcontractors.com

Trefonen WI i
An opportunity to see the new

Snowing Butterflies  one-man performance by
by

Shaun Higgins.

Shaun Higgins Shaun is joining Trefonen WI
Thursday April 2nd, 7pm, for an open evening where
Trefonen Village Hall everybody is most welcome.
Young Charles Darwin Trefonen Village Hall,
fresh from his voyage to SY10 9DY
the Galapagos Islands on .
HMS Beagle, recounts Thursday April 2nd
what he has seen and
begins to develop his at 7pm
theory about the origin of Tickets £8 on the door
= species

to include refreshments.

[her A Trefonen Wi Open Meeting - everybody is most welcome
ccriing woats Tickets [on the door) £8, includes refreshments

Today By Billy Collins and the garden bursting with peonies

If ever there were a spring day so seemed so etched in sunlight

perfect, that you felt like taking

so uplifted by a warm intermittent a hammer to the glass paperweight

breeze on the living room end table,

. releasing the inhabitants
that it made you want to throw

open all the windows in the house frOILI their Slfziow-flgVered cottage
and unlatch the door to the sot .ey couidwa out., _
canary's cage, holding hands and squinting

into this 1 fbl
indeed, rip the little door from its ;%?é is larger dome of blue and

jamb,
11 is just that kind of day.
a day when the cool brick paths well, today is just that kind of day

(Continued from page 21) Topiarius

of weeks later scarified and spiked. If necessary, bare patches can be over
sown. | grow brassica in a netted frame and practice crop rotation of the veg-
etables so it is time to move the frame to a new position. | am never sure
when is the best time to work on ponds but find April reasonable for clearing
excess plant growth.e
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ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING

CLEAN CHIMNEYS ARE SAFE CHIMNEYS

BRUSH AND VACUUM - LEAKAGE TESTING - NESTS REMOVED
CowLs, BIRD GUARDS AND CAP SUPPLIED AND FITTED.

OPEN FIRE, MULTI FUEL STOVES, AGA, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL.

FULLY INSURED WITH NFU, CERTIFICATES GIVEN.
FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY AND CLEAN SERVICE
OR JUST HELP AND ADVICE.

CALLO1939 768319

24 THE WHEATLANDS,
BASCHURCH, SHROPSHIRE.

NACS MEMBER 12/05

SECURE LIFE TECHNOLOGY
SIT Specialists in Home, Business & Farm

Security Systems T: 07719 331357

o CCTV & ALARM SYSTEMS E: SecurelifeTech@hotmail.com
o STARLINK INSTALLATION https://securealarmcctv.com
o WI-FI EXTENSION SERVICES Contact us today to arrange a
o GPS VEHICLE TRACKERS free no obligation quote.

Locksmiths

Local & Independent

‘ r:o Cc;!lout .Ch:rge's Insurance
ree Security Advice Approved
Based in IDP Locksmiths(lan) -
Whitchurch  t: 01948 666116 m: 07918 617744 Police

e: idplocksmiths@hotmail.co.uk
w: www.idplocksmiths.co.uk
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Derwen
College 19Km

o\ CHALLENGE &

Starts 10am on Saturday 18 April, registration now open!

Get set for the Derwen College - 10km Challenge
2026! Saturday, 18 April

On Saturday, 18 April, the college will host the event which sees partici-
pants tackle 10km in their own way to raise money for Derwen Charity.

Entrants can run, jog, walk, skip or wheel a scenic route which starts
and finishes at the specialist college in north Shropshire, winding through
local country roads along the way. This year’s route also takes participants
onto the college’s new accessible sports track, which was developed
thanks to the generosity of our charity supporters. Local runners, walkers
and supporters are urged to sign up now to be part of this fun fundraiser.
Participants will start from Derwen College’s Gobowen campus site at
10am.

Entry is £12.50 including a medal and goodie bag.
Derwen Charity sports t-shirts available to buy separately
at sign-up and on the day.
Sign-in is from 8.30am-9.45am, followed by a group warm-up led by
sports staff before the big countdown at 10am.

Dogs are welcome, and local running groups are encouraged to come
along for a fun run. It's a friendly, no-pressure event, making it the perfect
introduction to a 10km distance. A 6km option is also available.

Money raised will go to Derwen Charity, which provides extra experiences
and opportunities for our students and clients to progress and thrive.

PARKING AND SHOPPING: There is plenty of free parking, and Derwen
Marketplace will be open, offering refreshments, and shopping opportuni-
ties for participants and their families.

Derwen College Events Organiser Megan Charman says: “Nearly 200
walkers and runners took part in last year’s 10km Challenge, raising al-
most £4,000 which went towards our new accessible sports track. It was a
lovely sunny day where we were delighted to see so many people taking
part, including run clubs and dog owners with their four-legged friends.

While we can’t guarantee sunshine, we can promise a fantastic day that
everyone can enjoy — whatever your fitness level or expected finish time.
The real highlight is coming together as a community, getting active in the
fresh air, and supporting a brilliant cause.”

Find out more or sign up today at:
www.derwen.ac.uk/derwen-charity-10km-challenge/
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Stokes Tree Works

NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY
Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping
to British Standard Specifications

WWW.

stokestreeworks.co.uk

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com

{01691 870300 or 07811 320982

P & S Electrical
Contractors Ltd

DOMESTIC ~ COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING
POINTS FITTED

Rewires
Periodic Testing
and Inspection
General Electrical Work
Fuse Board Upgrades
CONTACT STUART
07710 664 254
pandselectrical27@gmail.com

=)
l"ll= | LHL = H
At

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR DOMERTIE | 1.
INSTRLLER

#» TRUSTMARK

C . oRIEAD
NE 5T

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONERS

PROVIDING HOME VISITS , TO YOUR DOQOR FOOTCARE

[ OVERGROWN NAILS HARD SKIN
4 CRACKED HEELS FUNGAL NAIL INFECTION
[ CORNs = INGROWING NAIL
J  THICKENED NAILS VERRUCA

3 FINGERNAIL CUTTING 1 WAX THERAPY

01691 757111

p onestepaheadfhp@gmail.com
B www.onestepahead.co.uk
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Whittington Music Festival

14 to 17 May 2026

Natural Wonders
Music and Song

Tickets: From the website and on the door.
For prices and programme visit the website v “de'

www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk '\Bﬁe

¢RE
St John the Baptist Church, Whittington, SY11 4DF

Whittington Music Festival comprises a series of five friend-
ly and accessible concerts performed by a team of 18 inter-

nationally acclaimed artists - some young professional mu-

sicians in their twenties and some established stars.

On the 16th of May, we are excited to have Dr Kadiatu
KRanneh-Mason joining us for the Family Concert alongside
her son, violinist Braimah who has just been named one of
Classic FM's Rising Stars for 2026.

A unique opportunity to see two members of this famous
musical family here in North Shropshire!

See the full Festival programme at:

https://www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk/festival-
programme/
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CREATING STUNNING, DREAM KITCHEN MAKEOVERS

For up to 50%0 Less
Jr'/mm A New KHrcl/\@m

It couldn’t be easier
to have your dream
kitCheno-o

1. Choose your style colour from
our large range of door styles and
colours.

2. Everything is made-to-measure
to ensure a first class
transformation of your existing
kitchen at a fraction of the cost. .

3. All door styles are one price,
whichever you choose the cost
will be the same. =

4, Most kitchenscanbe %

transformed in 1-2 days.

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
KITCHEN AND BEDROOM

EVIVALS

THE HOME OF KITCHEN AND BEDROOM MAKEOVERS

FOR LIKE QUOTE

Just bring in competitors
quote and we will
guarantee to beat it

Visit our Showroom: Vanguard Way, Battlefield Enterprise Park, Shrewst;ury SY131G
(opposite the Household Recycling Centre) email: sales@kitchen-revivals.co.uk

www.kitchen-revivals.co.uk 01743 588087
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== Contact Us
' John Campion

Police and Crime Commissioner
[ West Mercia Phone:

. 01905 331656

{F @ Email:

opcc@westmercia. police.uk

From PCC Campion’s latest newsletter:

Shortfall in Government funding leads to reduction in
police officer numbers after ten years of growth.
My proposal to increase the council tax precept by 5.2% was backed unani-
mously by the police and crime panel on Friday 6 February.

By receiving backing from the panel, it will allow the Chief Constable and | to
progress with our plans to deliver efficient and effective policing in West
Merecia.

But to be clear, | do not want to increase council tax by the maximum, | simp-
ly have no other choice.

That’s why | am continuing to call on the Government to recognise that cen-
tral funding must keep up with the demand facing policing, rather than leav-
ing you, the taxpayer, to cover the gap every year.

With the requirement lifted on total police officer numbers, the Chief Consta-
ble and | can use resources available to us more flexibly. This means 17 police
officer posts will be removed.

However, officers currently in roles that are better suited to the skillset
of police staff will move to frontline teams, which will see an 11% increase in
neighbourhood policing.

As PCC, | remain committed to ensuring that you are kept safe and
your police force is set up to deliver that.

The total budget for policing in 2026/27 will be £328.5m. Council taxpayers
will pay an extra £15 per year (an average of 29p per week).

Paw-some care for police dogs recognised with accreditation

“The paw-some care for police dogs at West Mercia Police has been recog-
nised for a seventh year with an accreditation from the Dogs Trust. Ensuring
the care the four-legged officers receive is up to scratch, is the responsibility
of PCC John Campion and his team. The PCC is therefore delighted to lead the
way in announcing this latest accreditation from the Dogs Trust formally rec-
ognising the organisation under its Animal Welfare Scheme (AWS).” e
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@mﬂ Lasting Powers of Attorney £150

Wills, Inheritance Tax,

Powers of Attorney
Wills £150

For Free info Call Paul Humphreys on:

Tel. 01691 652 233

www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

QY

D PRICE REUPHOLSTERY

SUITES ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY
Widle range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD

For Free Quotes call
01691 610153 or 0780 1108860

-

The Queens Head

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
Our full menu is available online
We can cater for most dietary needs
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount

01691 610255

~

BTHTRTHT T R ST R ST ST S S s s &S

have o grest Hﬁﬁf ‘Dﬂy
Salon Style In Your Own Home

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists
Perming / Setting and Straightening
Gents Grooming / Children
Wedding Packages
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555

ROUND and ABOUT WEST FELION

Your village magazine, delivered free every month
Supporting local businesses - supporting the community

MANY THANKS: The magazine committee is delighted to have been awarded
a grant from the Parish Council in recognition of the importance to them of
the magazine in disseminating their reports and events. We are very grateful
for their consideration and are happy to support the council especially in the
very busy time ahead with extra reporting on preparation of the Neighbour-
hood Plan and the extra work undertaken in regard to the many planning
applications affecting West Felton. We all appreciate being kept fully in-
formed.

ACCOUNTS: The magazine accounts have been audited and found to be in
order. We managed a tiny surplus in 2025 thanks to the generosity of our
readers’ donations and a transfer from reserves.

ADVERTISING: Local advertising is in decline. Most new advertising is from
businesses further afield, and mostly come to us through our web site.

PRICE INCREASE: It is our purpose to support local trades and businesses;
every effort is made to keep our prices low. We are assured that they are ex-
tremely competitive when compared with other publications.

PRINTING - Our very cooperative and efficient printers have regretfully an-
nounced an increase in costs with effect from 1 March.

NEW NEWS: We have been approached by the Knockin & Kinnerley Cricket
Club to publish notices of team events and schedules. They say many of their
players are from West Felton and of course they are keen to attract new play-
ers of all ages. As a service to our existing and potential cricketers, this space
will be free of charge as are all notices for charities and local groups.

VOLUNTEERS: Every month, twenty-six volunteers see that your magazine is
delivered to more than 750 homes, on time, and before the first of the
month where possible. Their commitment and reliability are outstanding. No
claims are made for petrol or shoe leather! When a volunteer retires there is
never a problem finding a replacement deliverer. West Felton people appre-
ciate the information and entertainment provided and are keen to ensure
that the magazine continues to thrive.

Thank you to all our readers, volunteers and advertisers,
here’s to an interesting 34th year! Colleen Hughes (Ed)
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http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk

The Punch Bow| Inn
S | v Sally, Paul
and Mark

we|come you!

Now serving ...
SUNDAY LUNCH

between 12 and 3pm.
Booking is advised.
For reservations cal| 07543 040618

T
Royal Mail has announced that Y,
stamp prices will increase doﬂ

from April 7, 2026 €0rq

The price of a first-class stamp rises by 10p to £1.80
and second-class stamps increase by 4p to 91p.
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IS MY BELOVED BARKING MAD?

I’'m afraid so!
Anonymous

As a newish dog owner | feel | must apologise to
my nheighbours. (you know who you are!)

| need to work out what makes my lovely little dog
feel he must alert me every time someone walks
past the house. | need to learn to train him to re-
lax, especially in the garden.

He does really like to ‘talk’! He is lonely when | go
out and excited when | get back - and tells me in
no uncertain terms. He loves meeting new people
and loudly tells them he is glad to see them. He
lets me know when he is annoyed or happy, or
wants me to play or go for a walk. Continuous
doggy communication.

It’s a bit like with little children, isn’t it? What is
cute, adorable even, in your own little darling, to
others, well, perhaps not so much!

If anyone has any hints as to how | can persuade
my beloved to stop telling the neighbours off,
or perhaps he is inviting them in??
Anyway, it has to stop.

Time in the garden is so precious for all of us
these tense days, we need peace and quiet,
birdsong maybe, but not barking.




