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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th October 2023  in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, S Gill, 2 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4562.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs P Venning & C Sykes, reasons accepted and Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4563.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4564.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th September 2023.  Agreed and after an amendment signed as a correct record. 
4565.	Matters Arising:
a)  Highways Improvement Plan update.  Invoice received for the TRO of £2850 regarding the 40mph limit along the residential part of Peening Quarter Road & into Poplar Road and Palstre Court Road.  KCC unable to give a ball park figure for the cost of the footway from the Memorial Garden gate to the Hairdressers in The Street.  This will be deferred until the 40mph project is well under way and the full costs known.
b)  Bus Shelter update.  3 builders have shown an interest in refurbishing/renovating the Bus Shelter.  Once the Chairman has returned from his holiday arrangements will be made to speak to each one.
c)  The Swan ACV application. The ACV was registered by ABC on 25th September 2023.  After a full discussion, while noting that The Swan is now up for sale, it was agreed to take no action at the moment but to wait until all councillors are present to discuss any further action.
d)  Village Hall Management Committee Representative.  Further discussion deferred until Cllr Venning is able to attend.
e)  Future of the Fir Tree in the Memorial Garden.  Clerk to apply for planning permission to fell it.
f)   Website.  A monthly direct debit has been set up to continue with Hugo Fox.  When the Chairman returns from his holiday meetings will be arranged with the Clerk to Great Chart PC and Mary Philo Clerk to Iden PC to see how the websites they use work.  Cllr Brown would like to be included.

4566.	Planning Applications:
· PA/2023/1417  15 Forge Meads.  Single storey front porch.  The applicant had given further information during the public session.  After a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application.
· PA/2023/1387  Court Glebe, The Street.  Demolition of dwelling.  Construction of replacement two-storey detached dwelling, detached garage/garden store, vehicular access from The Street, associated parking area and landscaping.  Neighbours had been able to express their views during the public session. After a full discussion it was agreed to support this application mentioning concern that had been raised over the ridge height of the proposed dwelling. 

4567.	To appoint a Trustee to the Judith Mary Training Charity.  It was agreed that Cllr Lloyd-Smith would be appointed when the time comes.

4568.	Agree to provide a safe entrance for pedestrians to the War Memorial.  It is proposed to break through the hedge surrounding the War Memorial with a path from the Memorial Garden.  A suitable gate would
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be put in the gap.  Clerk to check whether planning permission is required as it is in the Conservation Area.
4569.	Correspondence:
	Mazars LLP – Completion of Audit.  Minor scope for improvement for 2023-24 noted.  

4570.	Payments for authorisation:
	a)  Clerk’s expenses 1st July to 30th September 2023 £67.17.  Agreed.
	b)  Donation to Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  £100 agreed.

4571.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Alf will be away from 20th October for two weeks.  Cllr Brown offered to check on the bins by the Bus Shelter.  Cllr Gill raised a question regarding the Caretaker Budget.  This will be reviewed when next year’s budget set.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted.
ii)  Half yearly Budget Statement.  Noted.
ii)  Instant Access Savings Account with Unity Trust Bank now opened.
c)   Planning:
Decisions received:
· NOT/2023/1403  The Rectory – Dying pear tree, dismantle fell to ground level, grind out stump to a depth of 6 inches below ground level  Small dead weeping willow, fell and grub out stump.  No objection.
· PA/2023/1433 (LBC) & 1522 Furners, 53 The Street – Single storey rear extension.  Ground floor windows infilled and door relocated.  First floor new partitions and doorway created.  Addition of an ‘on the rafter’ roof light to the existing roof (Re-submission of withdrawn application PA/2023/1187).  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – Cllr Lloyd-Smith asked whether it would be possible to improve the sight line for vehicles turning right onto Palstre Court Road from Peening Quarter Road.  Clerk to ask Highways Steward.
f)  PROWs – Clerk reported on progress, or not, made with some issues.
· AT92A Stile out of repair.  A new stile has been ordered: Mr Piper will take over responsibility for this. 
· AT79 Stile out of repair.  Landowner has been notified.
· AT76 Stile is in the wrong position but as there is a safe alternative route this is not high priority.
· AT245 Steps up towards the back of Lloyds Green. As this path is not on the correct alignment no work can be undertaken.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4572.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  14th November 2023 at 7pm.
4573.	Items for Information:
1) Climate Change meeting report read out.  Cllrs Smith & Brown will be attending the next meeting.
2) The Chairman will lay the poppy wreath on 12th November.
3) The Chairman gave a brief report on the KALC Executive Meeting.  Subs will increase next year.
4) Cllr Gill asked what progress had been made regarding the Digital Champion we had discussed before.  This is going ahead but progress is slow.
5) The Chairman updated the meeting on the situation with the pigs on land off Budds Lane.

The meeting closed at 21.05 hrs.
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Appendix

Planning Applications:
PA/2023/1417  Further information was given to the meeting.
PA/2023/1387  A neighbour expressed concern regarding the height of the proposed dwelling.
