Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Shilbottle Parish Council be held on
Wednesday 9 March 2022 at 6.30 p.m.
In The Haven Community Room

There was no Public speaking, but the Chair and The Clerk had received emails from residents on Farriers Rise about flooding, Hampeth about the state of the bus shelter and L Stone about the development at Northside. A further email had been received regarding the safety of the bus shelter at Short’s Corner. Mrs Haddow had replied stating that estimates were being received and once insurance gave the go ahead work would commence. Councillors agreed that taping off the shelter in the interim period would be advisable. Councillor Storey agreed to do this.
Mrs Haddow had spoken to Dawn Robertson at Farriers’ Rise and had forwarded some details of earlier flooding and had contacted Councillor Thorne who would speak to Northumberland Estates; The Clerk would respond to Paula Cross and assure her that plans to replace the Perspex with Marine ply was in hand, and he would email the County with regard to the overgrown path between Beacon Road and Elmfield Terrace. The Chair, had pointed L Stone to the noticeboard and the website with regard to her query for Minutes of meetings.
Councillor Mrs Haddow thanked everyone for coming and thanked those Councillors who had attended various Committee meetings throughout the months of February and March. The Newsletter had been produced and Raffle tickets were in the process of being printed. All profits were for Jubilee celebrations. Shilbottle Forum members had donated all the prizes. 

· Apologies for Absence were received from Stephen Elliott
· Present:  Councillors Mrs Haddow, Aitchison, Douglas,  Hood, Huggins, Lewis, Robertson and Storey and the Clerk, Daniel Metcalf.
· Declaration of interest was made by Brendan Storey for the forthcoming discussion on Council contracts.
· Minutes of meeting held on 9 February 2022 were proposed and seconded and agreed unanimously.

· Matters arising for discussion were covered by Agenda items.

· Correspondence  -
· Correspondence with CSO over lack of communication had resulted in a visit from Officers to discuss issues with Mrs Haddow. A report, which was read out by the Clerk , had been received form Katie Gerrard for activities during the previous month.
· Letter from Member of public re bus shelter had been dealt with.
· Action was being taken on the Email from resident of Hampeth.
· Emails and telephone calls to Home for Northumberland would be progressed by Councillors Hood and Aitchison. The latter would raise the possibility of a residents meeting in The Haven.
· Quotations for Grass cutting etc. were dealt with at the Financial Section of the meeting.
· Emails to NCC with regard to Service Level Agreement had resulted in a meeting between Councillors and County personnel.
· Emails from L Stone and D. Robertson had been given a response.

Finance: The following accounts  for February were presented for approval 
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Daniel Metcalf – increase in wages 					£24.00
Daniel Metcalf – cemetery administration				£50.00
Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£120.00
· J Storey – preparing area and laying of bark				£150.00
· Littlejohn -audit 2020/2021						£240.00
· M.E.Haddow – HP inks contract						£9.99
· Shilbottle Primary School – printing Newsletter/tickets			£250.00						
Incomings
CEMETERY (MH/JMcL )								£275.00
The finances were unanimously approved
Planning
None received.
An email had been sent from L Stone via the County Councillor over her concerns about a planning application on Northside. The Council were appraised of the situation and as there was some dispute with the County Council it was resolved we speak with Councillor Thorne.

Finance Committee  -  					
There had been two Committee Meetings since the last Parish Council meeting on 9 February 2022. 
At the first meeting on Friday 4 February, The Chair, Councillor Mrs Haddow, Mrs Douglas, Mrs Hood, Mrs Lewis and Mrs Robertson met with Bob Hodgson and two local employees of NCC. Problems from the past year were highlighted, but it was acknowledged it was the first year of a changed contract and the first year of Martin taking over from Bill Pringle.  Councillors felt we needed to keep to the most affordable level and it was agreed that Bob would forward details to the Chair, Councillor Mrs Haddow.
The second meeting was called to look at the Service Level agreement and to look at the new quotations for the Service Level Agreement and for the grass and hedge cutting for 2022-2023.
The Committee put their proposals to the full Council and it was agreed that we remain with NCC for road cleaning, cemetery work, planters, watering etc. and the contract for grass cutting go to G Storey and Son. 
This was unanimously approved.
Councillor Mrs Haddow would email Alastair Kidd, thanking him for his work and we hoped he would retain his contract with us for play area inspection.
An estimate for just under £2500 for the repair of the bus shelter at Short’s corner. No other builder had come forward with an estimate. It was agreed to ahead once the insurance cover had been resolved.
It was agreed to ask the builder to repair the shelters on Church Bank and at Hampeth.

Feedback on play areas - 	Councillor Huggins stated there were no outstanding issues.

· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne had spoken with Mrs Haddow. As he was not at the meeting, Councillor Mrs Lewis would pass on our concerns. Councillor Storey had walked the village and had made a list of concerns. It was agreed that Mrs Lewis forward these to NCC.

Update on involvement with police   	This had been comprehensively covered during the earlier part of the meet	
· Dog Fouling / Litter				There were reports of fouling on the Welfare field.

Homes for Northumberland                             	Councillors Aitchison and Hood will continue to press for a meeting with the new Officer for this area.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee	Update from Councillor Mrs Haddow who stated the Committee had been working very hard and leaflets and raffle tickets were being distributed throughout the village.  A post box had been erected at the Haven for grant applications and progress was being made.
The Chair, Councillor Mrs Haddow stated that some parties may have to be on the field
because of the cost of road closures, but until applications had been submitted we could not make any decisions.

This concluded the Agenda items.

Mrs Haddow thanked Councillors for their commitment and closed the meeting at 7.25 p.m.

Councillors raised issues about pot holes/highway/ pavement damage

Fly tipping which still had not been removed



Next meeting is on Wednesday 13 April 2022 in The Haven Community Room at 6.30 p.m.




Daniel Metcalf, Clerk to the Parish Councillor
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