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STREET CRUIZER

The street cruizer visited Horsmonden for two further visits on 23rd and 30th November and was once again well attended with youngsters seen queuing to get on for the second session.
The bus provides free entertainment for youngsters who are 11years plus and its attendance, together with that of a qualified youth worker, is paid for and arranged by the Parish Council.
The Council are pleased to see the events so well attended and plan to have the bus back again for visits next year.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The Councillors have arranged to put up the annual Christmas lighting around the green in early December and they will be switched on 5pm on Saturday 5th December to coincide with the lighting up of Heath Stores and other events in the village. The lights are put up around the green by volunteer members of the council and could not be done without the expertise of Cllr Ralph Stevens, who stores and looks after all the lights on behalf of the Council. Ralph has been seen on many a wet and windy December night checking Christmas lights and replacing bulbs in order to make sure the lights remain on and look good for everyone throughout the festive season. So HUGE thanks to Ralph who has done this for years!

 Keep a look out for details of all these local events which will put great start to our Christmas!

DEAD TREE ON VILLAGE GREEN
A few people have noticed that a small beech tree on the west side of the green looks dead and have asked what is happening with this. The Parish Council have investigated this and taken expert advice from an arboriculturalist.  The council have been advised that the tree does not present a danger, although it most likely to be dead and unlikely to recover next spring. The Council will be removing the tree in due course and will look to replace the tree with a mature specimen in the spring.  
KENT HIGHWAYS
The Parish Council has been informed by Kent Highways Services that there is very little money left in the pot for filling of pot holes and replacement white lining of our roads this winter.

The Parish Council will continue to report any problems which it is aware of to KHS and will keep parishioners informed of the situation.

EMERGENCY PLANNING
Members of the Council have been working in partnership with the Kent Resilience Planning team to try and formulate an Emergency Plan for the village. Such a plan would  be put into practice in the event of a catastrophe occurring and the village being cut-off, and would ensure that we are able to help ourselves as much as possible until the emergency and  utility services can reach us .

The plan will involve establishing who in the village has relevant skills and equipment which could be useful and will aim to get the right assistance to those affected or vulnerable in such a situation.

Parishioners will be hearing much more about this from the Parish Council next year and we hope to circulate a letter in January which will explain how those  who are willing/able to help or have the right equipment, can identify themselves and get involved if they wish to. Please look out for the letter which will be delivered to you in January.

AMENITIES VEHICLE
 In previous article you will have read about the uncertainty of the amenities vehicle or ‘Sunday dust cart’ as many will know it.

The Parish Council were informed by TWBC last year that they would not be able to continue to pay for this discretionary service and that if parishes wished to keep the service they would need to put monies towards this.

As a parish we have made provision to pay for a service as it stands at the moment, but a working group of all the parishes and towns have now recommended  that from next April there be a once a fortnight green bin and once a fortnight brown bin collection instead of the current service. This will be at a cost of £814 per annum for each parish involved. For this to happen all the parishes have to agree. We are still waiting to hear if this is agreeable to all parishes and will keep everyone informed of the outcome. The emphasis in providing the new service, if it happens, will be on sending less waste to landfill and recycling more of our waste.

SPEEDWATCH
You may have noticed that speed watch have been very organised and active recently and they have caught many drivers travelling through the village at excessive speeds.  These drivers are reported to a special site at Kent Police and their details are collated with those on other speed watch lists. If a driver is caught twice, they will receive a letter from Kent police.

This service is provided by a very small group of willing volunteers who come from Horsmonden Brenchley and Matfield, who use Horsmonden’s speed watch equipment to carry out the sessions. Without the help of these volunteers giving up their time for free and the very efficient coordination of the group by Rona Hogan from Brenchley, these sessions would not be possible.

 More volunteers are urgently needed to assist with this valuable service and help to slow drivers down, so if you feel you have a few free hours to spare and would like to do something to help, please contact the Clerk (details below), who will pass your details on to Rona. No previous experience is necessary and training will be provided.
AIRCRAFT NOISE OVER HORSMONDEN

 A few parishioners have noticed what they believe to be an increase in commercial airline traffic and noise over the village during the last few months.

This is something which the parish council are looking into together with other parishes in the area and we hope to be able to report back on this matter in future articles with more information. If you have any comments on this, you may wish to let the clerk know at the usual address.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

A number of local and interesting issues are discussed each month at Parish Council meetings and often these affect many different aspects of the village, such as planning, ideas for parish owned buildings and land, innovations to make life more enjoyable and pleasant for parishioners.

If you would like to hear what goes on or even take part by asking to speak in our public session, the Parish Council would welcome your presence to any of the meetings. 
Council meeting dates and times are published on the Parish Council notice board on the Village Green, and also on the board outside the Village Hall. They are also advertised on the Councils website along with lots of other useful information - www.horsmonden-pc.gov.uk. 

Dates of upcoming meetings:

Monday 7th December Parish Council Meeting

Monday 14th December Finance Committee Meeting
Meeting dates for 2016 will be published on the notice board and in the next edition of parish news.
Please feel free to contact the clerk, as below.

Lucy Noakes (clerk) on (01892) 724989

Clerk to Horsmonden Parish Council

Telephone: 
01892 724989

E-mail: 

clerk@horsmonden-pc.gov.uk

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS:
Kent Highways services 03000 418181
Tunbridge wells Borough Council 01892 526121

Environment Agency 24 hour Flood line:08459881188
PCSO Jenkins - 079769584279
PC Moody 07800 6753434
Non emergency Police line – 101

Emergencies only  - 999
Neighbourhood Watch – contact  peter@rolington.com
