


HALSE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th AUGUST 2022 at 7:30 pm AT HALSE VILLAGE HALL
Present:	Mr I Walker – Chair
		Mrs K Robinson Burge
Mr J Stevens
				
In attendance:		Mr T Payne, Clerk to the Council			
			Cllr G Wren, Somerset Council
One member of the public			

	
	
	Action By

	
	Public Questions
Cllr G Wren reported on a recent meeting with an Assistant Director Highways, noting that the department had a number of issues affecting its performance, including staff being used for work on the move towards the Unitary Authority; and the Highways maintenance contract undergoing a re-tendering process. The staffing issue was common throughout Council departments, with note made of a projected deficit of £44M
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
None
	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
Cllr K Robinson Burge noted her membership of the Village Hall Committee in relation to Electrical Charging points
	

	3.
	Minutes of the meeting held on 13th August 2022
The minutes of the meetings were approved
	 

	4.
	Actions from Previous Meetings
· None
	


	5
	Administration
(a) Co-option of new Councillors
Mr D Huxtable had confirmed he was willing to stand and it was resolved to approve his co-option to the Council
(b) Parish Council Website
Clerk reported that the Parish Council website requires a revamp to become usable. Options are to be investigated. This would also cover the potential benefit to purchase a laptop for the Clerk’s use.
(c) Unitary Authority update
There was no more information currently available, though it was anticipated there would be details announced regarding the function of Local Community Networks around September 2022.
	

	6.
	Environment and Transport 
(a) Highways 
(i) Monthly Report
Chair reported that Highways had confirmed it would be laying a new pipe near to Priory Lodge, the date of the works is unknown.

(b) Footpaths Monthly Report
Cllr J Stevens reported on a number of outstanding matters:
i) Tinker’s Lane – Obstructed by new fence
ii) Whitmoor Lane – unclear marker
iii) Bridge by Pheasant Pens off Blakes Lane - damaged brickwork
iv) Footpath between Chapel Leigh and Tugwell – part blocked and overgrown footpath
v) Denbury Farm - obstruction on overgrown footpath
All matters reported to SCC
It was reported that a tree was down on Tinker’s Lane

(c) Village Hall Car Park
Clerk reported advice had been received from SALC on the process to sign a wayleave with Western Power regarding the siting of an electricity pole in the Village Hall car park. This would require the VH Committee to pass a resolution authorising the PC to sign the necessary documentation. It was agreed to liaise with the VH to effect this.
(d) Electric Vehicle Charging Point (EVCP)
Chair reported that two quotes had been obtained for wall-mounted EVCPs, both in the region of £3,700. Grant funding options are still being pursued.

	












	6.
	Planning
(a) Monthly Report
In view of difficulties in arranging weekend site meetings, it was resolved to consider the following planning application:
· Blakes Garden Cottage – It was resolved to advise SWT that the PC shares the concerns of SCC Highways in terms of the uncertainty over whether the proposed access would allow acceptable egress if vehicles were parked opposite. A tracking survey would be required to demonstrate that there would be no issues. It was noted from a conservation perspective, that were the application to be approved as is, and it be found that there was a need remove an additional part of the boundary wall to provide acceptable access, the irreversible loss of the wall would have taken place
(b) Solar Farm at Preston Farm
A meeting had taken place with the Chair of Milverton PC in connection with the Community Benefit Fund that would be instigated if the proposal went ahead. It had been considered presumptuous to agree on how the fund monies would be dealt with at this time as this would imply support of the scheme. The overall annual sum that could be paid may be in the order of £6,000, to which both Milverton and Halse PC, as the parishes affected, would have an entitlement to.
	

	7. 
	Finance
1. Current position
The only movement on the General Fund payment of the insurance premium, making the balance at 1 August 2022 being £6,976.94. 

(a) Payment requests
The payment of the half year’s Clerk’s fee (£781.50) was approved.

(c ) CIL Grant Application
No matters to report
	

	8.
	Matters of Report

(a) Village Hall Report
No matters to report
(b) Police Report
The latest Crime report from PCSO Louise Fyne had been circulated, there were no items in Halse. 
(c) Planning Enforcement matter
The matter is awaiting a review by SWT Planning enforcement
	


	9.
	Items for Next Meeting
· None noted
	

	10.
	Date of Next Meeting 
The next Ordinary meeting was set for Wednesday 5th October 2022 at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall.
	







Signed……………………………………    Date…………………   Minute Book Page Number………………
