
Chairman:		Cllr K HowellWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr A Martin; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr W Allen; Cllr R Thompson;
Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Kay
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Cllr G Ebbs

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd March 2026 
at Tilstock Village Hall

Ordinary Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council
[bookmark: _Hlk210640539]1	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session
Representatives from Grocott Developments to attend
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:15pm. Five members of the public attended the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllr M Richardson, Cllr R Thompson and Cllr A Martin.
Representatives from Grocott Developments attended the meeting to provide an update on a planning application due to be submitted shortly. The application is for 1.7 acres of brownfield site at the site of the Raven Café.  New businesses expected to open on the site are KFC, Starbucks and Greggs. The existing café is expected to remain.  Thirty to forty jobs are expected to be created as a result, either full or part-time.  Eight EV charging points will be installed.  The representatives gave an overview of lighting (with mitigations to reduce impact on local resident), biodiversity, signage, HGV parking and trading hours (not 24hrs).  Cllr Haynes raised the question of bike nights and provision for the regular Thursday evening events.  
A resident made a representation regarding his proposal for the installation of a 40mph lowered speed limit between Alderford Lake and Dearnford Hall.  Due to Shropshire Council not being able to receive donations/financial gifts from members of the public, he proposed that he gives the sum of money to the Parish Council, at the suggestion of the Highways Team. The Parish Council could then pay Shropshire Council to implement the scheme, which has already received approval from the Highways Dept.  The Parish Council would be able to use LGA 1972 s137 to receive the funds and pay for the scheme. 
Four members of the public left the meeting. 

2	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr W Allen declared an interest in the item to be discussed under item 8 viii).

3	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd February 2026 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 02/02/26.  Cllr Haynes proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr R Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

5 	Unitary Councillor’s report 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of Cllr Ebbs’ written report which had been circulated via email.  
Cllr Ebbs gave an update on his efforts to achieve a disabled access for Whitchurch station.  The by pass bin he paid for personally has not been installed due to potential vandalism/fire risk. He updated the Council on fly tipping in by passes and a new scheme which has been agreed with McDonalds in Whitchurch to have all take away packaging marked with barcodes which give links to the purchaser. As fly tipping is a criminal offence, the police would be able to prosecute using those details to identify perpetrators.  Other franchises in the county to be contacted with a view to rolling out the scheme county-wide. Smart bins are being looked into for by passes which would alert the Council when they are full.  
The Clerk asked Cllr Ebbs to find out how much Shropshire Council is spending to use the FixMyStreet reporting facility.  
Cllr W Kay queried train service regularity to Whitchurch. 
Cllr W Allen raised the council tax increases to 8.99%. He queried how many years this level of increase would be in place for. It is understood that the increase was necessary in order to secure loans from central government to secure Shropshire Council’s finances.  An extensive discussion followed with the Councillors expressing concern over Shropshire Council’s ability to stabilise its finances and repay the loan.  Continued adult/social care expenses taking up 85% of the Council’s annual budget needs to be resolved. Costs to residents will continue to increase if the devolution of services project is rolled out as Parish and Town Councils will need to increase their annual precepts to pay to provide services hitherto provided by Shropshire Council.  

6	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins; SaTH updates; 
Grant thank you from Tilstock Bowling & Tennis Club – noted with thanks.
The NALC online devolution resource was noted – online case studies are available to view.  
The Restore Shropshire Verges project was noted. Cllr Howell indicated that this could be linked into the Strategic Objectives Plan.  There is a conference on 13th March in Church Stretton.
The Clerk reported that the pond volunteer group has kindly agreed to make the agreed materials purchases and invoice the Parish Council for its expenses. 
A community resource to help struggling families with rising energy costs was noted. 
An email regarding flooding on the Ash Parva permissive footpath was noted.  

7	Housekeeping 
a) 	Policies for review/adoption: Code of Conduct, Privacy Policy Cllrs & Staff, SOP Working Group Terms of Reference; Consent form; Privacy policy; Privacy notice basic; Subject access policy; Security breach policy; Communications policy; Correspondence policy; Privacy notice detail; 
Cllr Thornhill proposed that all policies be adopted following their review, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Tilstock School 
The Chairman reported that there has been no response to her recent letter sent to the Head Teacher and Chairman of the Board of Governors. 

c)	Strategic Objectives Plan – feedback from Working Group Meeting; 
Cllr Howell gave feedback from the latest meeting which focussing on agreed objectives for capital projects such as energy efficiencies. Cllr Kettle to liaise with Ash Village Hall, no representative from Tilstock Village Hall was present at this Parish Council meeting but it is believed that the energy needs of the Hall revolve around poor battery storage component of system.  Play space provision was looked at, with a need to source a potential site for an additional playground. The provision of a new bus shelter for Tilstock will be looked into again.  Highways had no objections to the site originally proposed.  Cemetery space was discussed, noting that Ash has c3-5 years capacity, with Tilstock in a similar position.   




8	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report inc street lighting; grit bin request update
Cllr Howell reported that three street lights in Church Close, Tilstock have been fixed by Persimmon.
The Clerk confirmed that a grit bin request for Ash has been submitted via FixMyStreet.
 
i) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters raised for attention. 

ii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports/action any maintenance raised; 
Revised monthly fee £42.50 – Cllr Kay proposed accepting the new fee, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 
The latest inspection reports were noted.  The Clerk has contacted the playground installation contractor to request the cable runway seat height be adjusted to the appropriate clearance. The Tilstock cable runway clips need to be adjusted. The maintenance contractor has been contacted to do this. Confirmation has been received that this will be done. It follows new advice from RoSPA.

iii) Highways: Tilstock VAS – update; Tilstock speed limit reduction; 
The Clerk confirmed that she has returned the requested additional information sheet and hopefully the replacement VAS installation will be completed shortly. 
Cllr Haynes proposed that the Parish Council accepts the funds from the private individual to finance a reduced speed limit between Alderford and Dearnford Hall to incorporate the bends in the road on which accidents frequently occur.  The Parish Council is able to accept the funds under LGA 1972 s137.  The money will be ringfenced specifically for this project. Shropshire Council will be asked to invoice the Parish Council for the work at the pre-agreed price, which will be paid under LGA 1972 s137.  The funds will not be paid to Shropshire Council unless the Parish Council receives an invoice for the works upon completion. The motion was seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

v)	Road closures B5476 Whitchurch Road, Wem Start Date: 2nd March 2026 End Date: 15th March 2026 Purpose: Capital resurfacing scheme Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ212RS-1983461 Enforcement pattern for B5476 Whitchurch Road, Wem:
From Monday to Friday 09:30 - 16:00

Please find enclosed details of a temporary road closure:Road Closure:  A41, Whitchurch Bypass
Start Date: 23rd February 2026End Date: 31st December 2026
Purpose: 30mph Speed Reduction - To support Canal and River Trust access requirements and reconstruction following canal breach. Works Pomoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ11153571812-01
Enforcement pattern for A41, Whitchurch Bypass:All the time

Please find enclosed details of a temporary road closure:
Road Closure:  A41, Whitchurch Bypass
Start Date: 23rd February 2026 End Date: 31st December 2026
Purpose: 30pmh Speed Reduction - To support Canal and River Trust access requirements and reconstruction following canal breach.
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ11153571812-01
Enforcement pattern for A41, Whitchurch Bypass: All the time

vi) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
Covered under previous item.

iv) Motorcross
Various emails received from a resident reporting complaints and activity to Shropshire Council were noted. The fourteen days permitted activity has been exceeded. The footpath has been affected.  The activity is impacting on the local residents’ quality of life. It was acknowledged that the police have attended. The activity should cease once the crops have been planted. 

v) Parker Allen Way – maintenance query 
An email from a member of the public regarding the footpath was noted. A second email requesting to see the Minutes from c2001 regarding the creation of the permissive footpath was noted. The Clerk had brought the Minutes from this period to this meeting for public viewing. 
The Clerk confirmed that she has located the appropriate Minutes from 2005-2006 regarding the permissive footpath. The Minutes record that the landowner has agreed to extend the footpath through his field to Ash Parva and that the Chairman has drafted a letter accordingly. No copy of the letter has been found. No vote was recorded. It was further noted from the Minutes from April 2005-October 2005 that no formal vote or resolution had been recorded as having taken place regarding the Parish Council’s agreement to take on responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of the footpath.  No copy of any formal agreement with the landowner has been located.  As no formal motion, proposal or vote was recorded the details of any arrangement are unknown, the arrangement can be assumed to have been an informal one and not officially adopted by the Parish Council. The Clerk has circulated a summary of all meeting minutes at which mention of the path was recorded from April 2005-October 2006 when it was officially opened. It was suggested that a meeting should be held with the landowner and an agenda item included for April to feedback and discuss the permissive footpath with a view to establishing clear responsibilities and a maintenance plan.  A discussion could also be held to see if the landowner wishes to transfer the land into the ownership of the Parish Council and, if so, how that might be agreed.  The Councillors discussed the condition of the path and agreed that a quote should be obtained for maintenance works to bring the path into good order. The above course of action was proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk will include an item on the April agenda to discuss binding archived minutes.

vi) Litter pick
The Clerk reported that she has received confirmation that Whixall Parish Council intends to hold its litter pick on 15th March, Mother’s Day.  

vii) Ash Parva Pond – Update on works undertaken 
Recent works were noted. The Clerk reported receipt of the land registry title deed for the car parking spaces by the pond. 

viii) Brown Moss – to discuss maintenance required
The Clerk relayed information regarding planned maintenance received from the Outdoor Recreation Team. 
Cllr W Allen raised the condition of the entrance to the main car park which has several very deep potholes. Clerk to report. 

9	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropsh
ire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
26/00598/VAR  (validated: 16/02/2026)
Address:  Oak Hollow, Whixall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2NZ
Proposal:  Removal of Condition No. 4 attached to permission N/80/74/WL/173 dated 29 May 1980
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TAEW6UTDGEO00
Cllr Kay proposed supporting the application with the proviso that the condition be replaced by an affordable home status, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

26/00702/VAR will be considered in April.




b) Decisions:
25/04046/LBC  (validated: 18/12/2025)
Address:  7 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Erection of porch
Decision:  Grant Permission

25/03274/FUL  (validated: 10/09/2025)
Address:  Rosedale, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NT
Proposal:  Demolition of existing property and erection of 4No market dwellings
Decision:  Grant Permission

25/04696/FUL  (validated: 12/12/2025)
Address:  Brookstones Field Farm, Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Retrospective permission for 3no agricultural buildings
Decision:  Grant Permission

All determinations were noted. 

c) Planning Appeals: none at the time of agenda publication
 
10 	Finance:

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	16/02/26
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£87.47
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	01/03/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/02/26
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground November
	£42.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	28/02/26
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground November
	£42.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	08/02/26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/02/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/01/26
	Eon
	Street light repairs 
	£858.62
	Online
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	23/01/26 
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	£210.33
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	11/02/26
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£ 383.78
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	02/03/26
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	100728
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/01/26
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£65.06
	
	


a)	Bank reconciliation for approval & asset register for information/review
Cllr Kettle proposed approving the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Thornhill proposed all payments, including the salary, for approval, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Banking update
The Clerk confirmed that the cheques have been paid into the new account. 

d)	Year end preparation to inc Asset register review
A copy of the asset register has been circulated. All entries are up to date.  The car parking spaces will be added.  Cllr Kay to check to see if a Parish Council sign is in place by the spaces. If not, the Clerk will obtain a quote for a sign for consideration in April. 

e)	Confirmation of VAT reclaim submission
The Clerk confirmed that she has submitted a VAT reclaim for £5,758.54. 

11	Items for the next agenda: April (8th) Meeting of the Parish Council to be held in Ash
Permissive footpath; bus shelter; Strategic objectives plan; year end; motorcross.
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9:05pm. 
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