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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 9TH  FEBRUARY, 2009, AT 7.30 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

992)
Members of the public address the Parish Council on issues and matters of 
concern and those listed on the agenda:


Linda Buckle raised the question of the increased number of potholes, especially on 
Coalmoor Road.  The Clerk said that he was already aware of the problem and would 
be contacting T&W.
993)
Members present:

Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman, Mr. E. Roberts and Mr. P. Pietroni


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


Also in attendance:

Caroline Oakes:(Locality Manager [Newport & Rural], Community and 
Neighbourhoods, Telford & Wrekin Council Community Services.


1 parishioner was present.

994)
Apologies for absence:

Apologies were given by Cllr. D. Peace who was ill. Her absence was approved.

T&W Borough Councillor Terry Kiernan had to attend another meeting and T&W 
Borough Councillor Jacqui Seymour was recovering from an operation.
995)
Declarations of interest (existence and nature) with regards to items on the


agenda.

None were declared.

996)
To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday


12th January 2009.


The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2009 were confirmed as a correct 
record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

997)
To discuss with Caroline Oakes the Charter for Working Together and any 
relevant rural issues.
Caroline Oakes took the Council through what developments that had taken place in relation to the Parish Charter.  She reported that there had been feedback from the Wrekin Area Committee and that George Kinnell and Katrina Baker had been very much involved in re-drafting the document.

The document has now originated from the parishes and it was for T&W to sign up to it.

She explained that is was a proper partnership document and it is how it works that is what is important.  

It was requested that all partners sign up to The Parish Charter by May.  There will be a monitoring process with equal representation from the parishes and T&W.

Cllr. Pietroni stated that it was important that there was a nominated person at T&W for each Parish Council to keep the be responsible for guiding our queries, requests etc through at T&W.

In relation to general issues Caroline Oakes was asked to report back to T&W the recent problems that the community had encountered in relation to the snow and to point out that Little Wenlock has its own micro-climate which should be taken into consideration when decisions about gritting, grit bins etc are considered.

998)
To discuss and agree the preparation and writing of the Parish Council’s 
Annual Report.
It was agreed that the Chair would write an overall summary and that individual councillors would write short articles relating to areas for which they held responsibility.
It was agreed that a draft report would be prepared for the March meeting.

It was felt that the outcomes of issues raised at the Open Meeting in 2008 should be reported on either in the Annual Report or verbally at the Open meeting.

999)
To discuss and agree the format for the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 
April 20th.

It was resolved that a change in the format of the Open Meeting be implemented. It was resolved to invite members of the community who were responsible for activities within the parish, and appropriate outside agencies, to set up displays for everyone to look at and talk about rather than the formal presentations from the front of the hall.

It was resolved that the Chair would open the meeting, then either or both T&W Borough Councillors give a short address of between 5 and 10 minutes followed by the opportunity for those present to visit the various displays for 30 minutes.  The Wireless Club would then put on a practical display lasting about 10 minutes and the meeting would conclude with an opportunity for parishioners to ask questions, raise concerns etc.
The Clerk would write to invite interested parties to attend and set up a display.

1000)
To discuss the amalgamation of the T&W Parishes Forum and the quarterly 
clerk’s meeting with T&W and to agree whether the Clerk can attend at the 
discretion of the Parish Council.

It was resolved that the Clerk could attend the Parish Forum meetings.
1001)
To discuss the progress of the emergency plan and agree ways forward.

The Clerk updated the Parish Council on the progress of the plan.  Cllr. Hutchings reported that Veolia could not find a copy of the New Works evacuation plan.

1002)
To discuss the results of the Broadband survey and agree how and to whom 
it should be circulated.

The Clerk reported the findings of the survey and that a summary would be in the next Community Newsletter.  It was resolved to inform Mark Pritchard MP of the findings of the survey.

1003)
To discuss the findings of the Parish Plan survey and agree ways forward.

As Cllr. D. Peace could not attend the meeting it was resolved to hold the matter over to the March meeting.

1004)
To discuss a request for the Parish Council to sort out the anomalies, 
modification orders and barriers that exist on the Rights of Way in Little 
Wenlock.
The gates are being replaced by the end of May from New Works farm to the kissing gate, but not the kissing gate itself as the senior rights of way officer is currently gathering evidence from the land owners and others before the bridleway status can be reinstated and if required, they (the council) may make the order and have this tested in a public enquiry.  Resource restrictions at the council is making this a difficult and lengthy process, but they are treating this as a priority.

1005)
Agree items for the next Community Newsletter.

Copies of the February Community Newsletter were distributed and the contents agreed.

1006)
To be updated on any further developments relating to the UK Coal 
Planning Inquiry and resolve any issues that may arise including who 
attends the pre-inquiry meeting.

It was resolved that whole Parish Council would attend the pre-inquiry meeting if it was possible.

1007)
Clerk’s Report:

The Clerk presented his report.

The Clerk reported that the request for an addition grit bin had been turned down by T&W.  The dangers of not gritting certain areas where there was an elderly population was pointed out.

The Clerk reported that grit bins could be provided by T&W at £100 each.

Cllr. Roberts offered to spread salt/grit on roads not covered by T&W.

It was resolved to set a budget aside for 2 tons of salt/grit which Cllr. Roberts agreed to store on his yard.

It was also resolved that Cllr. Roberts would ask Ken Smith how much he would charge for gritting.

It was resolved that the Clerk would draw up a “gritting” route to cover roads not gritted by T&W.

The questions of how any gritting operation would be put into practice and a formal plan were not resolved.

1008)
Planning:

The Clerk outlined how T&W would inform the Parish Council electronically of future planning applications.

1009)
To receive reports on Borough Liaison.

1. A review into the bus services and a request for Parish Councils to submit their views had been received.  It was resolved to place an insert into the Community Newsletter to ask for responses from the electorate.
2. The draft terms of reference relating to the T&W Rural Forum had been received.

3. A Statement from Steve Wellings, Chief Executive regarding the difficult budget situation had been received.

1010)
To receive individual reports and updates from Parish Councillors.

Cllr. Roberts, the Parish Snow Warden, went out on Tuesday (3rd February) morning after the heavy snow.  He reported that more seems to have been done by T&W in our area than before.  It was resolved to express the council’s gratitude to T&W Council.

1011)
Finance:
1. The Clerk reported that the balance on the Community Account on 3rd February stood at £2,106.18. This has been reconciled with the Bank Statement which shows 3 outstanding cheques for £172; this leaves a working balance of £1934.18.  The Deposit Account stood at £7,776.84. 
2. It was resolved that the following accounts be paid:

J.F. Marcham


Clerk’s salary




£163.96

HM Customs & Excise

PAYE





£41.99

SLCC



CiLCA registration



£55
LWVH & PFC


Xmas Lights (replace lost cheque)

£30
3. It was resolved to appoint John A. Nichols as the Parish Council’s Internal Auditor  for the year ending 31st March, 2009.

4. The Clerk reported that he had completed and applied for a VAT refund covering the last calendar year.

5. It was resolved to order the annual inspection of the play equipment by Playsafety (RoSPA).

1012)
Date of the next meeting:


The next meeting will take place on Monday 9th March at 7.30 pm.
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