Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for Urgent Matters Only
held at 7pm on Tuesday 4th March 2025 at the Village Hall
Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Wright, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks
Attendance: Sam Pass (Clerk)

	25.25
	Member Absences - Cllr Betts

	25.26
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest - None 

	25.27
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 4th February 2025
Those present at the meeting unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting for the above dates were an accurate record, and the Chair signed a copy.

	25.28
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks delivered his report and a copy can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/

District Councillor Nick Hardingham delivered his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/
· Members highlighted concerns to Cllr Hardingham with planning and how some applications may be used to bypass enforcement notices, particularly around the Stonham Barns bund. The planning team is looking into these issues, with Cllr Hardingham emphasising the importance of continuing to apply pressure. However, the enforcement team is understaffed and currently working through a backlog of cases, which may affect the speed of resolution.
· Cllr Emberson updated the meeting, stating that there has been no progress in arranging a meeting with Mickfield Parish Council about the 40mph speed change. It was decided to leave the issue for the time being.
· Cllr Emberson's complaint to MSDC, made on November 19th, remains unresolved after 13 weeks. He contacted the local government ombudsman, but MSDC claimed the complaint hadn't yet reached the deadline, despite it being overdue since November.


	25.29
	Contributions by Members of the Public – There were no members of the public in attendance.


	25.30

25.30.1

25.30.2







25.30.3

	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications – There were no applications to consider.

Decision Notices
DC/24/05394 | Planning Application. Change of use and conversion of agricultural building to 1no self-build residential dwelling. | Elm Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal IP14 6AE – granted

DC/24/05344 | Householder Application - Erection of two-storey side, single-storey rear and single-storey front extensions; and erection of detached cart lodge. | Yew Tree Cottage Mill Green Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA – granted

Other planning matters – There were no other planning matters.


	25.31

25.31.1





25.31.2
	Finance

Authorisation of payments – were agreed and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Mullings:
Clerk salary for February £224.02
Clerk office expenses for printing £1.49
SALC training - £20.40


Internal Audit Approval – members unanimously agreed to appoint Hellis and Lodge auditors.

	25.32

25.32.1
















25.32.2

25.32.3

25.32.4

	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan – Cllr Morley 
Discussions about the new plan and its role in the parish. Key points mentioned:
1. Regular Surveys: The suggestion to have surveys every 3 years could help keep the parish's needs and priorities up to date. It's a great way to ensure ongoing engagement and gather feedback from the community.
2. Challenges:
· Stonham Barns: There may be concerns related to the development or use of this area.
· Speeding: Speeding in the area seems to be a continuing issue.
· Volunteers: A lack of volunteers or difficulty recruiting them could be a challenge for parish activities.
3. Vision and Working Document: Members agree that the document should be flexible and evolving. 
4. MSDC's Role: It’s important to clarify that the P&PP is no longer an official plan but is still being used by the planning authority as a reference tool. 
5. Next Steps: The request for feedback from Cllrs and a follow-up discussion at the next working party meeting to keep the process moving forward. Also, hosting another parishioner open event could help maintain community engagement and get direct input.

Mickfield speed change by Cllr Wright – Discussed under item number 25.28

Recreation ground by Cllr Betts – No update. 

Village road closure by Cllr Emberson – The proposed date of 7th – 11th April remains.


	25.33
	To review member responsibilities for 2025/26
The list of Councillor responsibilities agreed and uploaded to the SAPC website: Who are your Councillors » Stonham Aspal Parish Council 


	25.34




	To note any communications
· Subscription scam warning
· People and Place Plan update
· Annual meeting date
· CIL application reminder with a deadline of 1st April for consideration on 6th May
· Broadband for the Village Hall from CIL funding


	25.35
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting
· Cllr Emberson requested the head count of individuals at Stonham Barns using the electoral register held by the Clerk.  The data indicates that some people are listing their caravan as their primary residential address. Under planning law, individuals are allowed to apply for registration at two addresses—one for a holiday home and one for a permanent address.  Cllr Emberson plans to write a complaint to MSDC (Mid Suffolk District Council), asking what steps have been taken to ensure that individuals are not using their caravans as permanent residences, in violation of condition 20 of the planning law.
· Cllr Mitson suggested that the village would benefit with a map of footpaths.  It was agreed that we could print an ordnance map and laminate it for the notice board. 


	25.36
	Meeting dates for 2025/26
Parish Council meeting dates were agreed and uploaded to the SAPC website: Meetings » Stonham Aspal Parish Council


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 9.02pm
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